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TO BE WRITTEN IN NOTES COPY

Q.7.Give three reasons why English continued to be used in India after Independence.

ANS-
*People who could not speak Hindi,opposed Hindi as national language.
*Their leaders threatened to separate from India if Hindi was imposed on them.
*Finally,it was decided that Hindi would be the official language.English would be used for communication among
various states.

Q.8.How was the economic development of India visualised in the early decades after Independence?

ANS-
 In 1950, the government set up a Planning Commission to help design and execute suitable policies for economic

development.

 There was a broad agreement on the “mixed economy’ model.

 Here, both the state and the private sector would play important and complementary roles in increasing production
and generating jobs.

 Now, it was on the Planning Commission to define which industries should be initiated by the state and which by
the market and how to achieve a balance between the different regions and states.

 In 1956, the Second Five Year Plan was formulated which focused on the development of heavy industries such as
steel, and on the building of large dams.

 These sectors would be under the control of the state. This focus on heavy industry and the effort at state
regulation of the economy was to guide economic policy for the next few decades.

EXTRA QUESTIONS:-

**How have powers and functions of the Central and State Governments been divided by the Constitution?
Answer.
 The Indian Constitution gives the division of power in the form of three lists, known as Union List, State

List, and Concurrent List.

 The Union List includes subjects such as taxes, defense, and foreign affairs. On these subjects, the central
government makes the laws.

 The State List includes subjects such as education and health. It is the exclusive responsibility of the state
government to take care of these subjects.
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 In the last comes the Concurrent List which contains subjects such as forests and agriculture. On these
subjects, the Centre and the States have joint responsibility.

**Give detailed descriptions of the features of the Indian Constitution.
Answer.
We have a written Constitution which was adopted on 26 January 1950.
 Features:

 The bulkiest constitution of the world

The Indian constitution is one of the bulkiest constitution of the world, comprising of 395 articles, 22
parts and 12 schedules. So far the constitution underwent 100 amendments (28 May, 2015).

 Rigidity and flexibility

The Indian constitution is combination of rigidity and flexibility, which means some parts of it can be
amended by the Parliament by a simple majority, whereas some parts require a two-third majority as
well as not less than one-half of the state legislatures.

 Parliamentary system of government

The Indian constitution provides for a parliamentary system of government, i.e., the real executive power
rests with the council of ministers and the President is only a nominal ruler (Article 74).

 Federal system with a unitary bias

The Indian constitution described India as a 'Union of States' (Article 1), which implies that Indian
federation is not the result of any agreement among the units and the units cannot secede from it.

 Fundamental rights and fundamental duties

The Indian constitution provides an elaborate list of Fundamental Rights to the citizens of India, which
cannot be taken away or abridged by any lawmade by the states (Article 12–35). Similarly, the
constitution also provides a list of 11 duties of the citizens, known as the Fundamental Duties (Article
51A).

 Directive principles of state policy

The Indian constitution mentions certain Directive Principles of State Policy (Article 36–51) which that
government has to keep in mind while formulating new policy.

 Secularism
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The constitution makes India a secular state by detaching from religious dogmas (Forty-second
Amendment).

 Independent judiciary

The constitution provides an independent judiciary (Article 76) which ensures that the government is
carried on in accordance with the provisions of the constitution and acts as a guardian of the liberties and
fundamental rights of the citizens.

 Single citizenship

The Indian constitution provides a single citizenship for all the people residing different parts of the
country and there is no separate citizenship for the states (Article 5–11).

 Bicameral legislatures

The Indian constitution provides a bicameral legislatures at centre consisting of Rajya Sabha (Council of
States) and Lok Sabha (House of the People) (Article 79).

 Emergency powers

The constitution vests extraordinary powers, known as Emergency Powers in the President during
emergencies out of armed rebellion or external aggression or due to failure of constitutional machinery in
the state (Article 352–360).

 Special provisions for minorities

The constitution makes special provisions for minorities, Scheduled castes, Scheduled Tribes, etc. by
granting them certain special rights and provisions.

 One feature of the Indian Constitution was that it adopted a universal adult franchise. All Indians above
the age of 21 (now 18) would be allowed to vote in state and national elections.

 Our Constitution guaranteed equality before the law to all citizens, regardless of their caste or religious
affiliation.

 The Constitution offered special privileges for the poorest and most disadvantaged Indians. The evil
practice of untouchability was abolished.

 Our Constitution clearly defined the powers and functions of the central and the state governments.
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**Write in brief the process of state formation.
Answer.

 P.Sriramulu went on a hunger fast demanding the formation of Andhra state to protect the interests of
Telugu speakers.

 As the fast went on, it attracted much Hartals and bandhs began to be observed.

 Meanwhile, Potti Sriramulu died. This incidence intensified the situation. The protests took intense form.

 This forced the Central Government to give in to the demand and the new state of Andhra Pradesh came
into existence on 1 October 1953.

 After the formation of Andhra Pradesh, other linguistic communities also demanded their own separate
states.

 Hence, a State Reorganisation Commission was set up, which submitted its report in 1956.

 It recommended the redrawing of the district and provincial boundaries to form compact provinces of
Assamese, Bengali, Oriya, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada, and Telugu speakers respectively.

 The large Hindi-speaking region of north India was broken up into several states.

 Then in 1960, the bilingual state of Bombay was divided into separate states for Marathi and Gujarati
speakers.

 In the year 1960, the state of Punjab was also divided into Punjab and Haryana, Punjab for the Punjabi
speakers, and Haryana for the rest who spoke Haryanvi or Hindi.
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