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Q. 1. What was the effect of World War I on Europe? 

Ans. i) The war had a devastating impact on the entire continent both psychologically and 

financially. From a continent of creditors, Europe turned into one of the debtors. 

ii) The First World War left a deep imprint on European society and polity. Soldiers came 

to be placed above civilians. 

iii) Politicians and publicists laid great stress on the need for men to be aggressive, strong, 

and masculine. The media glorified trench life. 

 

Q.2. Who were the November criminals? 

Ans. The people who supported the Weimar Republic, mainly Socialists, Catholics and 

Democrats. They were mockingly called the ‘November criminals’. 

 

 

Q.3. What were the factors that led to hyper inflation in Germany? 

Ans. i) In 1923 Germany refused to pay the war compensation, and the French occupied its 

leading industrial area, Ruhr to claim their coal. 

ii) Germany retaliated with passive resistance and printed paper currency recklessly. With 

too much printed money in circulation, the value of the German mark fell.  

iii) As the value of the mark collapsed, prices of goods increased.  

 

The crisis came to be known as hyperinflation, a situation when prices rise phenomenally high. 

 

 

Q.4. How did the Great Depression originate in USA? 

Ans. i) Great Depression originated in USA as a result of over production in the factories. It  

led to closing of a few factories. 

ii) The Wall Street Exchange crashed in 1929. Fearing a fall in prices, people made frantic 

efforts to sell their shares. On one single day, 24 October, 13 million shares were sold. 



All the American banks were closed. This was the Great Economic Depression. 

iii) Over the next three years, between 1929 and 1932, the national income of the USA fell 

by half. Factories shut down, exports fell, farmers were badly hit and speculators 

withdrew their money from the market. 

 

Q.5. What was the impact of the Economic Crisis in Germany? 

Ans. i) The German economy was worst hit by the economic crisis. By 1932, industrial 

production was reduced to 40% of the 1929 level. Workers lost their jobs or were paid 

reduced wages. 

ii) As jobs disappeared, the youth took o criminal activities and total despair became 

commonplace. The economic crisis created deep anxieties and fears in people. 

iii) The middle classes, especially salaried employees and pensioners, saw their savings  

diminish when the currency lost its value. Small businessmen, the self-employed and 

retailers suffered as their businesses got ruined. These sections of society were filled 

with the fear of proletarianisation 

iv) Unemployment weakened their bargaining power. Big business was in crisis. The  

large mass of peasantry was affected by a sharp fall in agricultural prices and women,  

unable to fill their children’s stomachs, were filled with a sense of deep despair. 

 

Q.6. What is meant by Proletarianisation? 

Proletarianisation was the anxiety of German people during the Great Depression, being 

reduced to the status of working class. 

 

Q.7. How did Hitler come to power in Germany? Or  Examine the circumstances 

that led to the rise of Hitler in Germany. 

i) The German defeat horrified him and the Versailles Treaty made him furious. In1919, 

he joined a small group called the German Worker’s Party. He subsequently took over 

the organization and renamed it the National Socialist German Worker’s Party. This 

party came to be known as the Nazi party. 

ii) In 1923, Hitler planned to seize control of Bavaria, march to Berlin and capture power. 

He failed, was arrested, tried for treason, and later released. 

iii) It was during the Great depression that Nazism became a mass movement. During the 

Great Depression, banks collapsed and businesses shut down, workers lost their jobs 



and the middle classes were threatened with poverty. In such a situation Nazi 

propaganda gave hopes for a better future. 

iv) Hitler was a powerful speaker. His passion and his words moved people. He promised 

to build a strong nation, undo the injustice of the Versailles Treaty and restore the 

dignity of the German people. He promised employment for the youth and 

weed out all foreign influences and resist all foreign ‘conspiracies’ against Germany. 

v) Nazi propaganda skilfully projected Hitler as a messiah, a saviour, as someone who had 

to deliver people from their distress. Even though he lost in the election conducted he 

was invited to join the government by the President Hindenburg on 30 January 1933 

and offered the Chancellorship of Germany, the highest position in the cabinet of  

ministers. 

 

 

 


