
   Class Notes 
Class: VI 
 

Topic: Ch. 10 . Traders, kings and pilgrims. 

Subject: Social Science 
 

 

Instructions: 

 These are the important notes only for reading and understanding. 

 It is not compulsory to write. 

How to find out about trade and traders 

  Potteries were carried by traders from the places they were made, to sell them at other places. 

 South India was famous for gold, pepper, and precious stones. In the Roman Empire, pepper was 
valued so much that it was known as black gold. 

  Traders carried many of these goods to Rome in ships, across the sea, and by land in caravans. 

 Several sea routes were explored by traders and some of these followed the coasts.  

 There were others across the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, where sailors took advantage 
of the monsoon winds to cross the seas more quickly. 

New kingdoms along the coasts 

 Kaveri was the most fertile amongst the river valleys. Chiefs and kings become rich and powerful 
who controlled the river valleys and the coasts 

 Sangam poems mention the muvendar, a Tamil word meaning three chiefs, used for the heads of 
three ruling families, the Cholas, Cheras, and Pandyas, who became powerful in south India 
around 2300 years ago. 

 Each of the three chiefs had two centres of power: one inland, and one on the coast. Among the 
six cities, two were important: Puhar or Kaveripattinam, the port of the Cholas, and Madurai, the 
capital of the Pandyas. Instead of regular taxes, the chiefs demanded and received gifts from the 
people.  

 They used to go on military expeditions to collect tribute from neighbouring areas. Some of the 
wealth they kept for themselves and the rest they distributed amongst their supporters, including 
members of their family, soldiers, and poets. 

 The most important ruler of the Satavahanas was Gautamiputra Shri Satakarni. He and other 
Satavahana rulers were known as lords of the dakshinapatha, literally the route leading to the 
south, which was also used as a name for the entire southern region. 

The story of the Silk Route 

 Raw silk has to be extracted from the cocoons of silkworms, spun into thread and then woven into 
cloth.  

 China first invented the technique of making silk. The method used by China was kept as a secret 
for thousands of years. 

 People from China who went to distant lands on foot, horseback, and on camels, carried silk with 
them. The paths they followed came to be known as the Silk Route. 

 Some kings tried to control large portions of the route, because they could benefit from taxes, 
tributes and gifts that were brought by traders travelling along the route. In return, they protected 
the traders who passed through their kingdoms from attacks by robbers. 

 The Silk route was controlled by the Kushanas, who ruled over central Asia and north-west India 
around 2000 years ago. Their two major centres of power were Peshawar and Mathura. Taxila 
was also included in their kingdom. 
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The spread of Buddhism 

 Kanishka organised a Buddhist council, where scholars met and discussed important matters. 
Ashvaghosha, a poet who composed a biography of the Buddha, the Buddhacharita, lived in his 
court. 

 Mahayana Buddhism, a new form of Buddhism, developed, which had two distinct features. 
Earlier, the Buddha’s presence was shown in sculpture by using certain signs. 

 Bodhisattvas were supposed to be persons who had attained enlightenment and after attaining 
enlightenment, they could live in complete isolation and meditate in peace. But, they remained in 
the world to teach and help other people. 

 The older form of Buddhism, known as Theravada Buddhism was more popular in these areas. 

Nalanda 

Nalanda was a unique centre of learning when Xuan Zang, the Chinese pilgrim visited the 
subcontinent. He and other pilgrims spent time studying in Nalanda, (Bihar) the most famous 
Buddhist monastery of the period. This is how he describes it. 

 The teachers of Nalanda are men of the highest ability and talent. They follow the teachings of 
the Buddha in all sincerity. 

 The rules of the monastery are strict, and everyone has to follow them 

 Discussions are held throughout the day, and the old and the young mutually help one 
another. 

 Learned men from different cities come here to settle their doubts. 

 The gate keeper asks new entrants difficult questions. They are allowed to enter only after 
they have been able to answer these. Seven to eight out of every ten are not able to answer. 

The quest of chinese pilgrims 

 As traders and merchants journeyed to distant lands in caravans and ships, pilgrims generally 
travelled with them. Several pilgrims from China visited India from time to time. 

 Another Chinese pilgrim, who is very popular in Indian history is Xuan Zang. He came to the 
subcontinent around 1400 years ago. 

 The best-known of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrims, is Fa Xian. He came to the subcontinent 
about 1600 years ago 

 The third well-known Chinese pilgrim is I-Qing. He came about 50 years after Xuan Zang (or 
nearly 1350 years ago). 

 The above referred to all three Chinese pilgrims came to visit places associated with the life of 
the Buddha as well as famous monasteries. 

 Each of these pilgrims left an account of their journeys of the dangers they encountered on 
their travels, which generally took years, of the country and the monasteries that they visited, 
and the books they carried back with them. 

The beginning of Bhakti 



 Bhakti means a person’s devotion to his or her chosen deity. 

 Those who followed the system of Bhakti emphasised devotion and individual worship of a god or 
goddess, rather than the performance of elaborate sacrifices. 

 According to this system of belief, if a devotee worships the chosen deity with a pure heart, the 
deity will appear in the form in which he or she may desire. It could be thought of as a human 
being, lion, tree or any other form. 
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