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   Class Notes 

Class:  XII Topic:  CH-6. BHAKTI-SUFI TRADITION: CHANGES IN 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND DEVOTIONAL TEXTS(C. EIGHTH 
TO EIGHTEENTH CENTURY) 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

NEW STRANDS IN THE FABRIC ISLAMIC TRADITIONS: 

 From the seventh century, with the advent of Islam, the north-western regions became part of  

  what is often termed the Islamic world. 
 

 Arab merchants frequented ports along the western coast in the first millennium CE. Central  

Asian peoples settled in the north-western parts of the subcontinent during the same period 

 In 711, an Arab general named Muhammad Qasim conquered Sind, which became part of the. 
 
Caliph’s domain 

 In the thirteenth century) the Turks and Afghans established the Delhi Sultanate which was  
 
followed by the formation of Sultanates in the Deccan and other parts of the subcontinent. 

 Islam continued to be an acknowledged religion of rulers in several areas even with the - 
 
establishment of the Mughal Empire in the sixteenth century as well as in many of the regional states  
 
that emerged in the eighteenth century. 

 Muslim rulers were to be guided by the ulama, who were expected to ensure that they ruled. 
 
according to the shari‘a 

 Rulers often adopted a fairly flexible policy towards their subjects. Several rulers gave land 
 
endowments and granted tax exemptions to Hindu, Jaina, Zoroastrian, Christian and Jewish religious 

institutions and also expressed respect and devotion towards non-Muslim religious leaders. These 

grants were made by several Mughal rulers, including Akbar and Aurangzeb. 

The popular practice of Islam: 

 Islam permeated far and wide, through the subcontinent, amongst different social strata. 

A) All those who adopted Islam accepted, in principle, the five “pillars” of the faith; that there is a  

one God, Allah, and Prophet Muhammad is his messenger (shahada); offering prayers five times 

day (namaz/salat ); giving alms (zakat); fasting during the month of Ramzan (sawm); and 

performing the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj). 

B)  universal features were often overlaid with diversities derived from sectarian affiliations  
 

(Sunni, Shia), and the influence of local customary practices of converts. 

C) Arab Muslim traders who settled in Kerala adopted the local language, Malayalam. 
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D) The complex blend of a universal faith with local traditions is best exemplified in the  

architecture of mosques. 

 Names for communities: 
 

 The terms 'Hindu' and 'Muslim' did not gain currency for a very long time. Historians point out. 
 

that the term musalman or Muslim was virtually never used 

 People were occasionally identified in terms of the region from which they came 

 The Turkish rulers were designated as Turushka, Tajika were people from Tajikistan and  

Parashika were people from Persia 

 Sometimes, terms used for other peoples were applied to the new migrants. Like, the Turks and  
 

Afghans were referred to as Shakas and Yavanas (a term used for Greeks). 

 A more general term for these migrant communities was mlechchha, indicating that they did  

not observe the norms of caste society and spoke languages that were not derived from. 
 
Sanskrit 

 Such terms had derogatory connotation but it never denoted a distinct religious community of  

Muslims in opposition to Hindus. 

 The term “Hindu” was used in a variety of ways, not necessarily restricted to a religious  
 

connotation. 

Q.1.How did Jogis gain ground in the north India during fourteenth and fifteenth centuries? 

Ans: Naths and Jogis gain ground in the north India during fourteenth and fifteenth centuries due to the  

 following reasons: 

1. Naths and Jogis came from artisanal groups, which made them popular among the common  

people. 

2. They were against the complicated rituals. 

3. They did not function within the orthodox Brahmanical framework. 

4. They questioned the authority of the Vedas and were against the caste system. 

5. Moreover, during this period with the coming of the Muslims the position of the Brahmanas also  

deteriorated. 

Q. 2. “Islam and its principles permeated far and wide through the sub-continent.” Explain the  

statement. 

Ans: Islam and its principles were not confined to the ruling aristocrats. It actually spread through the. 

sub-continent amongst various social strata like peasants, artisans, warriors, traders, etc. 

i) All those adopted Islam accepted the five ‘pillars’ of the faith: 
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a) There is one God, Allah, and Prophet Muhammad is his messenger (shahada). 

b) Offering prayers five times a day (namaz/salat). 

c) Giving alms (zakat). 

d) Fasting during the month of Ramzan (sawm). 

e) Performing the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj). 

ii) These universal features often covered different practices derived from affiliations (Sunni,  

Shia) and local customary practices of converts from different social backgrounds. 

Q.3. Analyze the influence that the Tamil Bhakti Saints had on the Chola Rulers. 

Ans: 1. By giving land grants and constructing temples of Vishnu and Shiva. 

2. Sculpture of Shiva as Nataraja was also produced. 

3. To ensure the stability of Chola Kingdoms, they supported these saints. 

4. These kings introduced the singing of Tamil Shiva hymns in the temple. 

5. Took initiative to compile these hymns into text called Tevaram. 

 


