
Class Notes
Class: vi Topic: From hunting – gathering to growing food

Subject: Social Science

Instructions:   *  Read the chapter
                                                                      * Notes are only to understand the chapter.

Sites:-    sites are places where the remains of things (tools, pots, buildings etc.) were 
found. These were made, used and left behind by people. These may be found on the
surface of the earth, buried under the earth, or sometimes even under water.

Factory sites:- Places where the stone was found and where people made tools are 
called Factory-sites.

Habitation-Cum-Factory Sites: Factory-sites, where people lived for some time, have 
been called Habitation-cum-factory sites.

 Rock paintings:-Many of the caves in which these early people lived have 
paintings on the walls. These paintings show wild animals, drawn with great 

accuracy and skill.

DISCOVERY OF FIRE… FIRST MAJOR DISCOVERY

• Discovered during lightning strike upon trees.

• While making stone tools he discovered how to make fire.

• He could now have fire whenever he need and in times he learnt the various 
uses.

Making of stone tools
1. STONE ON STONE:-  the pebble from which the stone was to be made was held 
On one hand and another hard stone was used as hammer to shape the core tool.

2. PRESSURE FLAKING:-  Core stone was placed on a hard surface, then hammer stone 
was used on a piece of stone to shape the core tools.



A changing environment 12000 years ago

• The climate of the world changed with slight shift from cold to warm conditions.

• In many areas GRASSLANDS developed, which increased the number of 
herbivorous animals.

• Man started to think about herding and rearing these animals.

• Several grain bearing grasses like barley, wheat rice started to grow in the 
subcontinent.

• They started to collect them and led the process of agriculture. 

Domestication

Domestication is the name given to the process in which people grow plants and 
look
after animals. Very often, plants and animals that are tended by people become 
different from wild plants and animals. This is because people select plants and 
animals for domestication.

Towards a settled life
Burzahom :-( present-day Kashmir) people built pit-houses, which were dug into

the ground, with steps leading into them. These may have provided shelter in 

Cold weather. Archaeologists have also found cooking hearths both inside and 

outside the huts, which suggests that, depending on the weather, people could

Cook food either indoors or outdoors.
Mehrgarh:- At this site many animal bones were found. Bones of wild animals
such as the deer and pig, and also bones of sheep and goat were found.

Mehrgarh include remains of square or rectangular houses. Each house had
four or more compartments, some of which may have been used for storage

Several burial sites have been found at Mehrgarh the dead persons were
probably meant to serve as food in the next world.

Prepared absolutely at home




