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1. 1.   WHAT ARE THE SOURCES AVAILABLE TO UNDERSTAND (OR) TO STUDY HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION? 

1.  

a.  The Harappan seal is possibly the most distinctive artefact of the Harappans or Indus valley 

civilisation. Harappan seals contain animal and plant motifs and signs from a script that remains 

undeciphered. 

b.  We know a great deal of sources which were left by the people, such as their houses, pots, 

ornaments, tools and seals – in other words, archaeological evidence. 

 

.    2. WHY WAS INDUS VALLEY CIVILISATION ALSO CALLED THE HARAPPAN CULTURE? 

a. a. Archaeologists use the term “culture” for a group of objects, distinctive in style, that are 

usually  found together within a specific geographical area and a period of time. 

b. b. In the case of the Harappan culture, these distinctive objects include seals, beads, weights, 

stone blades and baked bricks. 

c. c. These objects were found from areas of Afghanistan, Jammu, Baluchistan (Pakistan) and 

Gujarat. 

d. d. Harappan civilisation is dated between c. 2600 and1900 BCE. 

 

3.  3. SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN EARLY HARAPPAN AND MATURE HARAPPAN CULTURES. 

Ea         Early and later Harappan cultures were associated with distinctive pottery, evidence of 

agriculture and pastoralism, and crafts. 

Early Harappans: 

Settlements were generally small, there were virtually no large buildings, and large scale 

abandonment and large scale burning were seen. 

Mature Harappan: 

Settlements were large and buildings were also large and no sign of abandonment and large scale 

burning were seen. 

4.    4. SUBSISTENCE STRATEGIES (DIETARY PRACTICES) OF HARAPPAN CULTURES AND MATURE 

HARAPPAN CULTURES 

a. The Harappans ate a wide range of plant products. Archaeologists have been able to 

reconstruct dietary practices from finds of charred food grains and  seeds 

b. These are studied by Archaeo-botanists, who are specialists in ancient plant remains. 

c. Food grains found at Harappan sites include wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea, sesame, Millets 

and rice. 

d. The Harappans ate a wide range of animal products. Archaeologists have been able to 

reconstruct use of animals from finds of charred animal bones found at Harappan sites. 

These include those of cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo and pig. 



e. These are studied by Archaeo-zoologists or zoo-Archaeologists who are specialists in ancient 

animal remains. 

f. Bones of wild species such as boar, deer and gharial were also found. We do not know 

whether the Harappans hunted these animals themselves or obtained meat from other 

hunting (tribal) communities. 

5.     5.   PREVALENCE OF AGRICULTURE IN HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

a. Representations on seals and terracotta sculpture indicate that the bull was known, and oxen 

were used for ploughing. 

b. Terracotta models of the plough have been found at sites in Cholistan and at Banawali (Haryana). 

c. Archaeologists have also found evidence of a ploughed field at Kalibangan (Rajasthan).The field 

had two sets of furrows at right angles to each other, suggesting that two different crops were 

grown together. 

d. Archaeologists have also identified the tools used for harvesting. Harappans used stone blades 

set in wooden handles and metal tools made of copper. 

e. Most Harappan sites are located in semi-arid lands. Traces of canals, water reservoirs and wells 

have been found at the Harappan sites indicate that agriculture was practiced. 

 

     6. UNIQUE FEATURES OF MOHENJODARO 

a. Representations on seals and terracotta sculpture indicate that the bull was known, and oxen 

were used for ploughing. 

b. Terracotta models of the plough have been found at sites in Cholistan and at Banawali 

(Haryana). 

c. Archaeologists have also found evidence of a ploughed field at Kalibangan (Rajasthan).The 

field had two sets of furrows at right angles to each other, suggesting that two different 

crops were grown together. 

d. Archaeologists have also identified the tools used for harvesting. Harappans used stone 

blades set in wooden handles and metal tools made of copper. 

e. Most Harappan sites are located in semi-arid lands. Traces of canals, water reservoirs and 

wells have been found at the Harappan sites indicate that agriculture was practiced. 

 

 

A. CITADEL 

a. The settlement is smaller but higher called as the Citadel  

b. The Citadel had buildings which were constructed on mud brick platforms. 

c. It was walled and physically separated from the Lower Town. We find evidence of structures 

that were probably used for special public purposes. 

 

B. IMPORTANT BUILDINGS IN CITADEL 

d. The warehouse, a massive structure of which the lower brick portions remain, while the 

upper portions, probably made up of wood, decayed long ago. 

e. The Great Bath was a large rectangular tank in a courtyard surrounded by a corridor on all 

four sides. There were two flights of steps on the north and south leading into the tank. 

f. There were rooms on three sides, in one of which was a large well. Across a lane to the north 

lay a smaller building with eight bathrooms, four on each side of a corridor. 



g. Scholars suggest that it was meant for some kind of a special ritual bath. 

 

C.  LOWER TOWN 

h. The Lower Town was also walled. Several buildings were built on platforms, which served as 

foundations. 

i. Once the platforms were in place, all building activity within the city was restricted to a fixed 

area. So it seems that the settlement was first planned and then built accordingly. 

 

D.  DRAINAGE SYSTEM 

j. One of the most distinctive features of Harappan cities was the carefully planned drainage 

system. If you look at the plan of the Lower Town you will notice that roads and streets were 

laid out along an approximate “grid” pattern, intersecting at right angles. 
k. It seems that streets with drains were laid out first and then houses were built along them. 

l.  Houses were built with unbaked bricks but drainages were made with burned bricks. 

 

E. DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE 

m. The Lower Town at Mohenjodaro had residential buildings. Many were centred on a 

courtyard, with rooms on all sides. 

n. The courtyard was probably the centre of activities such as cooking and weaving, particularly 

during hot and dry weather. 

o.  People were more concern for privacy: there are no windows in the walls along the ground 

level. Besides, the main entrance does not give a direct view of the open courtyard. 

p.  Every house had its own bathroom paved with bricks. House drains connected through the 

wall to the street drains. Some houses have remains of stair cases to reach a second storey or 

the roof. 

q. Many houses had wells, often in a room that could be reached from the outside and perhaps 

used by passers-by. 

 

7.    7. STRATEGIES TO FIND OUT SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES AMONGST HARAPPANS 

a. At burials in Harappan sites the dead were generally laid in pits. Sometimes, there were 

differences in the way the burial pit was made – in some instances; the hollowed-out 

spaces were lined with bricks. These variations are an indication of social difference. 

b. Some graves contain pottery and ornaments. This indicating life after death. Jewellery 

has been found in burials of both men and women. 

c. A burial contained ornaments consisting of three shell rings, a jasper bead and hundreds 

of micro beads near the skull of a male .In some instances the dead were buried with 

copper mirrors. But the Harappans did not believe in burying precious things with the 

dead. 

d. Another strategy to identify social differences is to study artefacts, which archaeologists 

broadly classify as utilitarian and luxuries. The first utilitarian artefacts include objects of 

daily use made of stone or clay such as querns, pottery, needles, flesh-rubbers are usually 

found distributed throughout settlements. 

e. Archaeologists assume luxuries objects are rare and made from costly, non-local 

materials such as little pots of faience, beads, micro beads etc. Rare objects made of 



valuable materials are generally concentrated in large settlements like Mohenjodaro and 

Harappa and rich and socially high class people might lived in those cities. 

 

8.    8.    CRAFT PRODUCTION IN INDUS VALLEY 

a. Types of craft production such as bead-making, shell-cutting, metal-working, seal-making 

and weight-making were practiced. 

b. The variety of raw materials used for making crafts such as stones (carnelian - red stone, 

jasper-yellow stone, crystal- colourless stone, quartz and steatite) metals (copper, bronze 

and gold) shell and clay. 

c. The shapes of crafts were numerous – disc shaped, cylindrical, spherical, barrel-shaped, 

segmented, etc. Some were decorated by painting and some had designs etched onto 

them. Some beads were made of two or more stones, cemented together.  Some of 

stones were decorated with gold caps 

d. Techniques for making beads differed according to the material like Moulding, chipping, 

Grinding, polishing and drilling are some of the techniques used for making crafts. 

e. Chanhudaro, Lothal, Dholavira, Nageshwar, Balakot, Mohenjodaro and Harappa are some 

of the craft centres. 

 

9.     9.HOW DID ARCHAEOLOGISTS IDENTIFY CENTRES OF CRAFT PRODUCTION? 

a. In order to identify centres of craft production, archaeologists usually look for raw 

materials such as stones, whole shells, and copper ore etc. 

b. Archaeologists also look for tools which were used for making crafts. 

c. Archaeologists look for unfinished or incomplete objects. 

d. Archaeologists also look for rejects and waste material. 

e. Waste is one of the best indicators of craft work. Sometimes, larger waste pieces were 

used up to make smaller objects. These traces suggest that apart from small, specialized 

centres, craft production was also undertaken in large cities such as Mohenjodaro and 

Harappa. 

 

10.    10.STRATEGIES FOR PROCURING RAW MATERIALS WITH IN THE SUB-CONTINENT 

a. Terracotta toy models of bullock carts suggest that it was one of the important means of 

transporting goods and people across land routes. 

b. Depictions of ships and boats on seals suggest that river routes along the Indus and its 

tributaries, as well as coastal routes were used for transporting goods and people. 

c. The Harappans procured materials for craft production by establishing  settlements 

where raw material was available.(Nageshwar and Balakot- shell, Shortughai- lapis lazuli, 

a blue stone, Lothal- carnelian, steatite and metal-Rajasthan and Gujarat) 

d. Another strategy for procuring raw materials may have been to send expeditions to areas 

such as the Khetri region of Rajasthan (for copper) and south India (for gold). 

e. Occasional finds of Harappan artefacts such as steatite micro beads in the Khetri area 

indicates that the inhabitants of Ganeshwar-Jodhpura culture supplied copper to the 

Harappans. 

11      11. WHAT IS GANESHWAR-JODHPURA CULTURE? 

a. In the Khetri area archaeologists found a new culture and call it as the Ganeshwar-



Jodhpura    culture.  

b. Here they found distinctive non-Harappan pottery and an unusual wealth of copper 

objects. 

c. It is possible that the inhabitants of this region supplied copper to the Harappans. 

 

 


