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5. Who were the Moderates? How did they propose to struggle against British rule?

Answer.
 The leaders of Congress in the first twenty years of its formation were termed as moderate. They proposed to

struggle against the British in a non- violent manner. They wanted to develop public awareness about the unjust
nature of British rule.

 They published many articles in the newspapers and journals highlighting about the increasing poverty of the
country under the British rule.

 They criticised British rule in their speeches and sent representatives to different parts of the country to mobilise
public support.

 They felt that the British had respect for the ideals of freedom and justice and so would accept the just demands of
Indians.

 Therefore, their main aim was to express these demands and make the government aware of the feelings of
Indians.

6..How was the politics of the Radicals within the Congress different from that of the Moderates?

Answer-

The politics of the Radicals within the Congress were different from that of the Moderates in the following ways:

 Radicals criticised the Moderates for their “policy of prayers”. They argued that instead of believing on the

so called good intentions of the British, people should fight for swaraj.

 They advocated mass mobilisation and boycott of British institutions and goods.

 Some individuals also suggested “revolutionary violence” to overthrow British rule.

 Moderates, on the other hand, proposed to struggle against the British in a non- violent manner. They

wanted to follow the rules, the laws and the order posed by the Britisher.

7. Discuss the various forms that the Non-Cooperation Movement took in different parts of India. How did
people understand Gandhiji?

Answer.

The places in the country showed different reactions, given below:
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a. At Kheda in Gujarat, Patidar peasants organised nonviolent campaigns against the high land revenue
demand of the British.

b. In coastal Andhra and interior Tamil Nadu, liquor shops were picketed.

c. In the Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh, tribals and poor peasants staged a number of “forest satyagraha”,
sometimes sending their cattle into forests without paying grazing fee.

d. In Sind (now in Pakistan), Muslim traders and peasants were very enthusiastic about the Khilafat call.

e. In Bengal too, the Khilafat-Non-Cooperation alliance gave enormous communal unity and strength to the
national movement.

f. In Punjab, the Akali agitation of the Sikhs sought to remove corrupt mahants – supported by the British –
from their gurdwaras.

People thought of Gandhiji as a kind of messiah, as someone who could help them overcome their misery and
poverty. Gandhiji wished to build class unity and not class conflict. Yet, peasants could imagine that he would
help them in their fight against zamindars, and agricultural labourers believed he would provide them with
the land. At times, ordinary people credited Gandhiji with their own achievement.

8. Why did Gandhiji choose to break the salt law?

Answer:

 The British introduced a law stating that the Government had control over the manufacture and sale of
salt.

 It also imposed a tax on the sale of salt.
 Mahatma Gandhi and other national leaders argued that salt was an essential item of our food and hence

it was wrong to impose a tax on salt.
 Moreover, the issue of salt was related to all, the rich and poor. Hence, in 1930, Gandhiji declared that he

would lead a march to break the salt law.
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