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Introduction 

With the unfolding of the globalisation process, developing countries are keen to understand the  

developmental processes pursued by their neighbours as they face competition from developed nations as  

also amongst themselves. 

With a view to accelerate the pace of growth, different countries are forming regional and global economic  

grouping based on common agreements of bilateral relations. e.g., SAARC, EU, ASEAN, G-8, G-20. 

Development Strategies of India, China and Pakistan 

India, China, Pakistan have many similarities in their development strategies which are as follows: 

 India, Pakistan and China have started towards their developmental path at the same time. India and  

Pakistan became independent nations in 1947. While Peoples Republic of China was established in 1949 

 All the three countries had started planning their development strategies in similar ways. India  

announced its Five Year Plan in 1951-56, while ’ Pakistan announced its first Five Year Plan in 1956, which  

is called Medium Term plan. China announced its First Five Year Plan in 1953. 

 India and Pakistan adopted similar strategies such as creating a large public sector and raising public  

             expenditure on social development. 

 Till the 1980s, all the three countries had similar growth rates and per capita incomes. 

 Economic reforms took place in all the three countries. Reforms started in India in 1991, in China in 1978  

and in Pakistan in 1988. 
 

Development Strategies of India 

Some of the prominent strategies of India are discussed below 
. 

1. Sound Trade System: India was a country which had the history of closed trade. Because of this  

historical background; there is a critical challenge for India to make a new policy which can  
 

support the new open trade system. This new reform  introduced accelerates the economic growth of India. 

2. Reduction in Poverty :India has adopted several poverty alleviation programmes to reduce poverty . 

This would help in increasing per capita income, rise in nutrition level of poors and there is a subsequent fall in  

percentage of absolute poor in some states. 

3. Rural Development Under this strategy, India adopted various measures for the development of areas that are  
 

 



 lagging behind in the overall development of village economy.. 

4. Employment Generation: Several economic reforms were initiated to generate employment in the country 

and their aim is to provide gainful self-employment and skilled wage employment opportunities. 

 

Development Strategies of China 

After the establishment of People’s Republic of China under one party rule, all the critical sectors of the  

economy, enterprises and lands owned and operated by individuals were brought under government control. 

Certain development strategies of China are discussed below: 

1.Great Leap Forward (GLF): This campaign initiated in 1958 aimed at industrialising the country on a 

massive scale. People were encouraged to set up industries in their backyards. In rural areas, communes were  

started. Under the commune system, people collectively cultivated lands. 

2.Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-76):  In 1965, Mao Tse Tung started a cultural revolution on  

a large scale. In this revolution, students and professionals were sent to work and learn from the  

country side. Unlike GLF, the cultural revolution did not have an explicit economic rationale. 
 

3. 1978 Reforms : Since 1978, China began to introduce many reforms in phases. The reforms were initiated in  

agriculture, foreign trade and investment sector. In agriculture, lands were divided into small plots which  

were allocated to individual households. They were allowed to keep all income from the land after paying  

taxes. 

In later phase, reforms were initiated in industrial sector. All enterprises which were owned and operated by  

local collectives in particular, were allowed to produce goods. 

The goal of Chinese economic reforms was to generate sufficient surplus to finance the modernisation of  

the mainland Chinese economy. In order to attract foreign investors, Special Economic Zones (SEZs)  

were set up. 

Development Strategies of Pakistan 

The development strategies of Pakistan are summarised below 

1. Mixed Economy Pakistan follows a mixed economy system where both public and private sectors co-  

existed. 

2.Import Substitution Pakistan adopted a regulatory policy framework in the late 1950s and 1960s for import  

industrialisation. The -policy combined tariff protection for manufacturing of consumer goods together with  

direct import controls on competing imports. 

3.Green Revolution This was introduced to increase the productivity and self sufficiency in food. This  

increased the output of foodgrains. This had changed the agrarian structure dramatically.  
 

 Pakistan shifted its policy orientation in 1970’s and 1980’s when private sector got encouragement. 



During this period, Pakistan received financial support from West. This helped the country in stimulating  

economic growth. Government also offered incentives to private sector. This had created climate for new  

investments. 
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               allotted to the landless cultivators and small farmers.The purpose was to reduce the concentration of  

                land ownership in few hands. Land ceiling helped to promote equity in the agricultural sector. 

                However,this legislation was challenged by the big landlords.They delayed its implementation.This  

                delay time was used by them to get the land registered in the name of close relatives,thereby  

               escaping from the legislation. Land reforms was successful in Kerala and West Bengal because gover- 

              Nments of these states were committed to the polcy of land reforms. 

       (v) Cooperative Farming 

B. General reforms : 

      (i) Expansion of irrigation facilities.  

     (ii) Provision of credit 

     (iii) Regulated markets and co-operative marketing societies. 

     (iv) Support price policy 

C. Technical Reforms or Green Revolution 

          (i) Use of HYV seeds                                  (ii) Use of chemical fertilisers. 

          (iii) Scientific rotation of crops                     (iv) Modernised means of cultivation. 

          (v) Use of insecticides and pesticides for crop protection 

 


