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A green economy is one which promotes development while making sure that the 
environment is protected.  
Important Sectors of a Green Economy: 
The sectors or areas which are important for an environment-friendly economy are  
 

Agriculture:  
Agriculture refers to growing crops for our food. It is the largest part of our economy and the 
most important because it provides us with food. Agriculture may harm the environment by  
overusing land resources, cutting forests and polluting air, water and land by using harmful 
chemical fertilisers and pesticides.  

 
Energy Resources:  
We use energy for all our daily functions but our demand is increasing by the day.  
The common energy sources, such as oil, coal, gas, etc., are harmful to health and 
environment. They are also limited and non-renewable.  
 
Construction: 
Construction and buildings affect global resources and climate.  
Use of sand and stones causes destruction of river beds and quarrying in mountains. These 
activities cause landslides, earthquakes and destruction due to flooding.  
Construction activities also cause air pollution and breathing problems.  
Incorrectly designed buildings need more air-conditioning and electric lights, waste more water 
and use more energy overall. 
 
Fisheries:  
Overfishing has led to the depletion of future fish supplies.  
Some species of sharks, turtles and fish are becoming extinct. This will disturb the ecological 
balance and food chains in our ecosystem.  
This will also cause more dependence on other forms of food causing more pressure on 
agriculture sectors.  
Fishermen may lose their livelihood.  
 
Forestry:  
Forests are important for rainfall and to protect our land resources. Many tribes survive on 
forest products.  

Deforestation or loss of forests leads to climate change, soil erosion, loss of wildlife and damage 
to food-chain and ecosystems and less tree coverage which results in less rainfall and less oxygen 
and more pollution. 

 

Tourism can be great for local economies, but not if it harms the environment. 

 
Transport:  
The transport sector consumes maximum petrol and diesel and causes a lot of pollution.  
The transport sector of a green economy aims at using cleaner fuels like electricity for vehicles.  

providing public transport, promoting cycling, etc., to discourage use of cars. 

 

 

 

 



 

Water Management:  

Water is one of our most important resources. Billions of people worldwide lack access to clean 
drinking water or improved sanitation services – and population growth is making the problem 
more serious. 

 

Waste Management:  

Throwing something away means losing the chance to reuse materials and can lead to land, air 
and water pollution. 

 
Manufacturing Industry:  
Industries help in employment and economic growth, but harm the environment in many ways.  

Industries should use methods to avoid and reduce pollution and to use clean sources of energy. 
 

 

Some important steps taken by the government under the sustainable development or ‘green economy’ 
policy are:  

 

National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)  

This is an action plan which includes different missions or plans within it which aim at sustainable 

development. A policy that comes with a fixed action date and budget becomes a ‘mission’. NAPCC 
includes eight important missions covering different aspects of the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green India Mission (GIM)  

GIM is aimed at protecting, restoring and increasing forest cover. It includes a combination of plans for 

ecosystems, biodiversity, water, biomass, preserving mangroves, wetlands, critical habitats along with 

services like fuel, fodder, timber and non-wood forest produces (fruits, flowers, seeds, herbs, honey, 

etc).  

 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission also known as the National Solar Mission  

This mission aims to meet India’s energy needs sustainably. It aims to make India a global leader in 
solar energy (a renewable source of energy— unlike coal, petroleum, etc.).  

 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) or Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) or Clean India Mission  

This mission aims to clean up Indian cities, towns, and villages. One of its main aims is to achieve an 

Open-Defecation Free India by October 2, 2019, the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, 

by constructing toilets across the country.  

 

Setting Up the National Green Tribunal (NGT)  

The National Green Tribunal is like a court for cases related to environmental protection, conservation 

of forests and other natural resources. It acts on disputes related to environmental issues and may ask 



 

people causing ecological damage to pay heavy fines, take actions to stop and correct environmental 

damage or even send such people to jail.  

 

The role of the government and private agencies in the various sectors of green econmy (construction, 

tourism, industry, transport, renewable energy, waste management, agriculture, water, forests, fisheries, 

etc.)  

 

The Government  

Governments and local authorities make and implement sustainable development laws, policies, 

strategies, standards, programs and agreements with other countries.  

Almost all Ministries of the Government of India are involved in decision making for sustainable 

development. 

Role of the Government  
 The government makes policies and provides funds for implementing plans and policies.  

 

 It makes legislations (laws), such as ‘The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986’ to protect the 
environment and take actions against law-breakers.  

 

 It sets up missions, such as the Green India Mission and National Solar Mission to act on green 

economy projects.  

 

 It works with scientists and educates the public on environmentally safe practices (pollution 

control, chemical-free farming).  

 

 

Private Agencies  

The government alone cannot make the green economy successful in such a large and diverse country 

like ours. Private agencies, non-government agencies, social workers, private companies and individual 

citizens need to work together with the government for the success of promoting green economy.  

 

Role of private agencies  

The role of private agencies includes following laws and policies made by the government.  

 Making sure government policies are being followed by participating in government missions  

 Reporting people or groups who break the law  

 Educating people and creating awareness about green economy activities  

 Providing information to the government and helping it implement green policies.  
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