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Class: VIII Topic: THE MAKING OF NATIONAL MOVEMENT

1870s-1947
NOTES-IISubject: SOCIAL SCIENCE

HISTORY

*POINTS TO REMEMBER

People’s Initiatives:(i) In Kheda, Gujarat, Patidar peasants organized non-violent campaigns against the high revenue demand ofthe British.(ii) In coastal Andhra and interior Tamil Nadu, liquor shops were picketed.(iii) In Bengal, the Khilafat-Non-Cooperation alliance gave enormous communal unity and strength to thenational movement.(iv) In Punjab, the Akali agitation of the Sikhs sought to remove corrupt mahants-supported by the Britishfrom their gurudwaras.
The People’s Mahatma:(i) People thought of Gandhiji as a kind of messiah, as someone who could help them to overcome their miseryand poverty.(ii) Gandhiji wished to build class unity, not class conflict, still peasants could imagine that he could help themin their fight against zamindars and agricultural labourers believed he would provide them land.
The Happenings of 1922-29:(i) In February 1922 a crowd of peasants set fire to a police station in Chauri Chaura, Gandhiji was againstviolence and thus called off the Non-Cooperation Movement immediately.(ii) Chittaranjan Dass and Motilal Nehru argued that the party should fight elections to the councils and enterthem in order to influence government policies.(iii) Civil disobedience Movement was launched in 1930 under the leadership of Gandhiji.(iv) The formation of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Communist Party of India were the twoimportant development of the mid-1920s.(v) The Congress resolved to fight for ‘Purna Swaraj’ (Complete Independence) in 1929 under thepresidentship of Jawaharlal Nehru and 26 January 1930 was consequently observed as ‘Independence Day’ allover the country.
The March to Dandi:(i) In 1930, Gandhiji started the march to break the Salt Law. According to this law,the state had a monopolyon the manufacture and sale of salt.(ii) Gandhiji and his followers marched from Sabarmati Ashram(in Ahmedabad) to the coastal town of Dandi(in Surat) where they broke the Salt law by gathering natural salt found on the sea-shore are boiling sea waterto produce salt.(iii) The combined struggles of the Indian people bore fruit when the Government of India Act of 1935
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prescribed provincial autonomy and the government announced election to the provincial legislature in 1937.(iv) The Second World War broke out in September 1939. The Congress leaders were ready to support theBritish war effort. But in return, they wanted that India be granted Independence after the war. The Britishrefused to concede the demand and the Congress ministers resigned in protest.
Quit India Movement and Later:(i) Mahatma Gandhi decided to initiate a new phase of movement against the British in the middle of theSecondWorld War which was Quit India Movement.(ii) The first response of the British was severe repression and the end of 1943 over 90,000 people werearrested, and around 1,000 killed in police firing.
Towards Independence and Partition:(i) In 1940, the Muslim League had moved a resolution demanding ‘Independent States’ for Muslims in thenorth-western and eastern areas of the country.(ii) The provincial elections of 1937 seemed to have convinced the League that Muslims were a minority, andthey would always have to play second fiddle in any democratic structure.(iii) The Congress’s rejection of the League’s desire to form a joint Congress-League government in the UnitedProvinces in 1937 also annoyed the League.(iv) In 1945, after the end of the war, the British opened negotiations between the Congress, the League andthemselves for the Independence of India. The talks failed because the league accelerated the demand forPakistan.(v) In March 1946, the British cabinet sent a three-member mission to Delhi to examine this demand. 16August 1946 was declared as the ‘Direct Action Day’ by the league.(vi) On 3 June 1947, the Partition Plan was announced and Pakistan came into existence. The joy of ourcountry’s Independence from British rule came mixed with the pain and violence of Partition.
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