
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic:  Ch-2 Physical features of India  
(thePeninsular Plateau,  the Indian Desert and the 
Islands) Subject: Geography 

 

 

The Peninsular plateau 

The Peninsular plateau is a tableland composed of the old crystalline, 

igneous and metamorphic rocks. It was formed due to the breaking and 

drifting of the Gondwana land and thus, making it a part of the oldest 

landmass. The plateau has broad and shallow valleys and rounded hills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



This plateau consists of two broad divisions:  

 

The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats mark the western and the 
eastern edges of the Deccan Plateau respectively. 

 

Central Highlands 

Peninsular plateau lying to the north of the Narmada river is 
known as the Central Highlands. E.g Malwa Plateau

The Vindhyan rangeis bounded by the Central Highlands on the

south and the Aravalis on the northwest.The eastward extension 
of this plateau are  Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand

Deccan Plateau 

A triangular landmass that lies to the south of the river 
Narmada.

The Satpura range flanks its broad base in the northwhile the 
Mahadev, the Kaimur hills and the Maikal range form its 

eastern extensions



The Indian Desert 

The Great Indian Desert, also known as the Thar Desert, forms a natural boundary 

between India and Pakistan. It is the world's 17th largest desert.. Thar Desert is a 

large arid region in the northwestern part of the Indian subcontinent.  About 85% of 

the Thar Desert is located within India, with the remaining 15% in Pakistan.  More than 

60% of the desert lies in the state of Rajasthan, and it extends 

into Sindh, Gujarat, Punjab, and Haryana. Luni is the only large river in this region. 

 

The Indian desert lies towards the western margins of the Aravali Hills. It is 
an undulating sandy plain covered with sand dunes. This region receives 
very low rainfall below 150 mm per year. It has arid climate with low 
vegetation cover.  

Barchans (crescent shaped dunes) cover larger areas,but longitudinal 
dunes becomes more prominent  near  Indo-Pakistan borders. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajasthan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sindh
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab,_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haryana


The Coastal Plains 

 
 

Western Coast 
The northern part of the coast is called the Konkan (Mumbai – Goa), the 
central stretch is called the Kannad Coast while the southern stretch is 
referred to as the Malabar coast 

 

Eastern Coast 
In the northern part, it is referred to as the Northern Circar, while the 
southern part is known as the Coromandel Coast 

 



 
The Islands 
 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, a Union territory of India comprising 
572 islands of which 37 are inhabited, are a group of islands at the juncture 
of the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. The Andaman Island (partly) 
and the Nicobar Island  is separated by the 150 km wide Ten Degree 
Channel (on the 10°N parallel), India’s only active volcano is 
found on Barren island in Andaman and Nicobar. 

 

 

The Lakshadweep Islands (formerly known as the Laccadive, Minicoy, 
and Aminidivi Islands) is a group of islands in the Laccadive Sea region of 
Arabian Sea, 200 to 440 km (120 to 270 mi) off the southwestern coast of 
India. The archipelago is a Union Territory and is governed by the Union 
Government of India. The islands form the smallest Union Territory of India: 
their total surface area is just 32 km2 . They have coral origin.Kavaratti 
island is the administrative headquarters of Lakshadweep. 
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Task 1 
 
MAP SKILLS 

On an outline map of India locate and label  the following. 

1. Mountain Ranges: The Karakoram, The Zasker,The Shivalik, 
The Aravali, The Vindhya, The Satpura, Western & Eastern 
Ghats 

2. Mountain Peaks: K2, Kanchan Junga, Anai Mudi,  
3. Plateau: Deccan Plateau, Chota Nagpur Plateau, Malwa 

plateau 
4. Coastal Plains: Konkan, Malabar, Coromandel & Northern 

Circar  

 

Task 2 

i.  What is the bhabar? 
ii. Name the three major divisions of the Himalayas 
from north to south. 
iii. Which plateau lies between the Aravali and the 
Vindhyan ranges? 
iv.  Name the island group of India having coral origin. 
 
 

Task 3 
 
Write short notes on the following. 
(i) The Indian Desert 
(ii) The Central Highlands 
(iii) The Island groups of India 


