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DEMOCRAIC CONSTITUTION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
1. Apartheid was the name of a system of racial discrimination in South Africa, based on skin color. 

2. Nelson Mandela the South African leader of African National Congress fought a long battle against 
Apartheid. 

3. Imprisoned for 28 years in South Africa’s most dreaded prison, Robben Island emerged as the first 
President of the Republic of South Africa. 

4. People struggled against the horrible discrimination on practice against them b the white minority 
rulers. 

5. Apartheid finally defeated in 1994 and a new constitution was made in 1996 

6. Remarkable constitution forgot pasts sufferings, sought co-operation of all the races which make S. 
Africa based on equality, democratic values and social justice. 

 

WHY DO WE NEED A CONSTITUTION? 
1. First, it generates a degree of trust and coordination that is necessary for different kind of people to 

live together. 

2. Second, it specifies how the government will be constituted who will have the power to take which 
decision. 

3. It lays down limits of the government and tells us what the rights of the citizens are. 

4. It expresses the aspirations of the people about creating a good society. 

5. All countries that have constitution are not necessarily democratic. But all democratic countries will 
have constitutions. 

 

THE MAKING OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION. 
1. T he making of constitution for a huge and diverse country like India was not an easy affair. 

2. The country was born through a partition on the basis of religious differences. 

3. The merger of the princely states was a difficult task. 

4. The makers of the constitution had anxieties about the present and  the future of the country. 

 

THE PATH TO  CONSTITUTION. 

1. Our constitution movement was not merely a struggle against foreign rule. It was also a struggle to 
rejuvenate our country and to transform our society and politics. 

2. First draft 1928 then in 1931 Motilal Nehru and 8 others leaders demanded in the draft. 



3. Participation in provincial Legislature helped Indians in framing the constitution. 

4. Leaders inspired by French Revolution, British Parliamentary system and the Bill of Rights of the USA. 

5. Indian constitution adopted many institutional details and procedures from colonial laws like the 
Government of India Act 1935. 

 

THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
1. The drafting of the document called the constitution was done by assembly of elected representatives 

called the constituent Assembly. 

2.  Elections to the constituent Assembly was held in July 1946 had 299 members. 

3. Dr, B.R. was appointed as the chairmen of the drafting committee. 

4. Constitution was adopted on 26 Nov. 1949 and enacted on 26 January 1950. When India became 
Republic. 

5. The constitution reflects the best minds of the country. Its members represented mini India. Every law 
was discussed, debated clause by clause. 

6. Te members deliberated for 114 days spread over three years. 

7. Every word spoken and every document presented in the constituent Assembly has been recorded 
and preserved. They are called Constituent Assembly Debates. 

 

PHILOSOPHY  OF THE CONSTITUTION 
1. T he constitution begins with a short statement of its basic values. This is called the PREAMBLE to the 

constitution. 

2. Values that inspired and guided the freedom struggle and were in turn nurtured by it, formed the 
foundation for India’s democracy. 

3. The values given in the preamble guides the articles of the Indian constitution. 

4. The idea of the starting Constitution with Preamble is taken from the USA. 

 

INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN 
1. Constitution of India is very a long and detailed document. Therefore it needs to be amended quite 

regularly to keep it updated. 

2. So, there are provisions to incorporate changes from time to time. These changes are called 
Constitutional Amendments. 

3. Indian constitution lays down a procedure for choosing persons to govern country. 

4. It also puts limits to what the government can do by providing some rights to the citizens that cannot 
be violated. 

 

 THE PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 
 
WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN 

SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens: 
JUSTICE, social, economic and political; LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 



and to promote among them all FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and 

integrity of the Nation; 
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY 

ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION 

KEY WORDS OF THE PREAMBLE 
 

Sovereign 
The term ‘Sovereign’ which is proclaimed by the Preamble means that India 
has its own independent authority and it is not a dominion of any other external 
power. In the country, the legislature has the power to make laws which is 
subjected to certain limitations. 
 

Socialist 
The term ‘Socialist’ was added in the Preamble by 42nd Amendment, 1976 
which means the achievement of socialist ends through democratic means. It is 
basically a ‘Democratic Socialism’ that holds faith in a mixed economy where 
both private and public sectors co-exist side by side 
 

 Secular 
The term ‘Secular’ was incorporated in the Preamble by 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment, 1976 which means that all the religions in India get equal respect, 
protection and support from the state. 
 
. 

Democratic 
The term ‘Democratic’ implies that the Constitution of India has an established 
form of Constitution which gets its authority from the will of the people 
expressed in an election. 
 

Republic 
The term ‘Republic’ indicates that the head of the state is elected by the people 
directly or indirectly. In India, the President is the head of the state and he is 
elected indirectly by the people. 
 


