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Question 1. 
Why is Bholi’s father worried about her ? 
Answer: 
Bholi’s father is worried about Bholi. It is because she has neither good looks nor 
intelligence like his other children. He is worried that no one will marry her when 
she comes of the age. 

Question 2. 
For what unusual reasons is (was) Bholi sent to school ?   
Answer: 
Bholi is sent to school not for education. But she is sent to worry her teachers 
about her. Her parents don’t want her to trouble them. Also her father has to send 
her as the Tehsildar has commanded him to do so is the unusual reason. 

Question 3. 
Does Bholi enjoy her first day at school ? 
Answer: 
Bholi does not enjoy her first day at school. It is because she is fearful of 
everything therein. 

Question 4. 
Does she find her teacher different from the people at home ? 
Answer: 
She finds her teacher different from the people at home. She finds the teacher’s 
voice soft and soothing. In all her life she had never been called with her real 
name Sulekha  but the teacher called her by her name. 

Question 5. 
Why do Bholi’s parents accept Bishamber’s marriage proposal ? 
Answer: 
The three reasons were : one, Bholi would be lucky to get such a rich bridegroom. 
Second, Bishamber did not ask for any dowry. He was ready to marry her. That 
wouldn’t be burden on Bholi’s father. Third, he had a big shop and a house of his 



own. 

Question 6. 
Why does the marriage not take place ? 
Answer: 
The marriage does not take place. It is because the bridegroom demands a dowry 
of five thousand rupees. Bholi refuses to marry such a person who demands 
dowry. 

Think About It (Page 62) 

Question 1. 
Bholi had many apprehensions about going to school. What made her feel that 
she was going to a better place than her home ? 
Answer: 
Bholi was much afraid of school. She did not know what a school was like and 
what happened there. The teacher told her a thing. If she came to school, no one 
would laugh at her. People would respect her. She would also speak without a 
stammer. This made her feel that she was going to a better place than her home. 

Question 2. 
How did Bholi’s teacher play an important role in changing the course of her life?   
Answer: 
Bholi’s teacher acted more than Bholi’s parents. She showed her great love and 
affection. She told her that if she came to school no one would laugh at her. 
People would listen to her with respect. And her schooling made her a complete 
woman. Bholi became independent and self reliant. She faced the problems of life 
with confidence. 

Question 3. 
Why did Bholi at first agree to an unequal match ? Why did she later reject the 
marriage ? What does this tell us about her ? 
Answer: 
Bholi at first agreed to an unequal match because she was not asked. When her 
father asked her mother about her reactions, her mother called her ‘witless’. She 
said she was like a dumb cow. She won’t say anything. 

She later rejected the marriage. It was because the bridegroom was demanding a 
dowry of five thousand rupees. This tells that Bholi understood everything through 



education. She now knew what was right and what was wrong for her. 

Question 4. 
Bholi’s real name is Sulekha. We are told this right at the beginning. But only in the 
last but one paragraph of the story is Bholi called Sulekha again. Why do you think 
she is called Sulekha at that point in the story ? 
Answer: 
Bholi is called Sulekha because she is now no more ‘Bholi’. ‘Bholi’ means a 
simple-hearted person. In the end, Bholi is not ‘bholi’. She is not a simple hearted 
person. But she is a confident woman. So she is called by her real name. 

Talk About It 

Question 1. 
Bholi’s teacher helped her overcome social barriers by encouraging and 
motivating her. How do you think you can contribute towards changing the social 
attitudes illustrated in this story ? 
Answer: 
We can change social attitudes towards the differently-abled through maturity and 
awakening. These are, possible if education is provided to all. Actually such social 
attitudes towards such handicapped persons are more due to many things. These 
are: illiteracy, ignorance and baseless notions and beliefs. These can be set right 
through a proper education. 

Question 2. 
Should girls be aware of their rights, and assert them ? Should girls and boys have 
the same rights, duties and privileges ? What are some of the ways in which 
society treats them differently ? When we speak of ‘human rights’, do we 
differentiate between girls’ rights and boys’ rights ? 
Answer: 
The girls should be aware of their rights, and assert them. But they should equally 
be aware of their duties. Problems arise more when they assert their rights but 
become blind to their duties. There should be a balance between them. 

Some of the ways in which society treats them differently are : discrimination 
between boys and girls, sons and daughters, giving preference to sons and 
ignoring daughters, providing good education to sons and ordinary to daughters. 
Also, the society treats women as inferior. 

When we speak of “human rights’ we do not differentiate between the rights of 
girls and boys. In practice or reality, it may be a different story. Every ‘written 



things can’t be the same in practice. 

 
Question 1. 
‘Dowry is negation of the girl’s dignity’. Discuss with reference to the story ‘Bholi’. 
Answer: 
A girl is an individual in her own right. Equal opportunities in life can help her become 
independent and strong. She is not a burdensome object to be given away with money as 
compensation. Thus dowry negates the girl’s dignity and self respect. 
The story ‘Bholi’ shows this in a dramatic manner. Bholi is thought to be ugly and dumb by 
her parents. So, they are willing to pay dowry to an old man with a limp. So that he marries 
her. Bholi, on the other hand, refuses to marry that man. She is educated; assertive and 
capable of taking care of herself. She dedicates her life to service of her parents and 
teaching at school. 

Question 2. 
Bholi chose a dignified life of service rather than surrendering herself to a greedy old man for 
the rest of her life. Education provides the required stimulus to overcome one’s personal 
barriers. Explain the role of education in shaping the life of a child with respect to the lesson 
‘Bholi’.  
Answer: 
Education is the answer to all social ills. Illiteracy and ignorance bring nothing but poverty, 
suffering and misery. Bholi lacks confidence initially because of her disabilities. She is silent, 
timid and weak in mind. Her ugliness and her stammer do not let her progress. She is afraid 
to speak as others make fun of her. 
School changes her life completely. It opens a new world of hope for her. Her teacher treats 
her with love and kindness. Her affection and support help Bholi to have faith in herself. She 
studies and grows into a confident young woman. She knows her rights and she asserts 
them as well. She refuses to marry a man who demands dowry. Thus, being educated 
changes the life of Bholi. 

Question 3. 
“Put the fear out of your heart and you will be able to speak like anyone else”. These 
words of encouragement from the teacher highlight that change of social attitude and 
encouragement can help a child like Bholi to become confident and face the world bravely. 
Taking help from the lesson ‘Bholi’ write how the social attitude towards Bholi made her an 
introvert. What should be done to help such children to face the world bravely? 
Answer: 
Bholi suffered a weak mind due to her accident (falling from her cot) during her infancy. She 
also started to a stammer while speaking. Then she became ugly due to pock-marks on her 
face and body on contracting the smallpox disease. All these made her family and other 
children treat her badly, resulting in her becoming an introvert. To help such children face the 
world bravely, we must treat them with love and affection and encourage them to join 
mainstream society. We must not mock their disabilities; instead we should give them hope 
that they can be as good as the other children by motivating and uplifting them. 



 

 

 

 

 


