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IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER: JUSTICE 

 In ancient India, Justice was associated with dharma. 

 In China, Confucius argued that king should maintain justice by 

punishing wrong doers and rewarding virtuous. 

 In 4th century B.C in Athens, Plato discussed justice in his book “The 

Republic”. 

 John Rawls gave the theory ‘Veil Of Ignorance”. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 

 The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments were passed by the Parliament in 

1992. 

 The 73rd Amendment is about rural local governments- Panchayati Raj 

institutions. 

 The 74th Amendment is about urban local governments- Nagarpalikas. 

 Both the acts came into force in 1993. 

 Local Government was a state subject. 29 subjects have been included in 11th 

schedule of Indian Constitution. 

 Bolivia is given as an example of democratic decentralization in Latin America. 

 Position of Adhyakshas at all three levels are also reserved. 

 

Q1. ( JUSTICE) 

What does it mean to give each person his/her due? How has the meaning of “giving 

each his due” changed over time? 

Answer : 

Giving each person his/her due means providing justice by ensuring the well-being of 

all the people. 
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In contemporary time, the concept of “giving each his due” has changed to the 

understanding of what is due to each person as a human being. 

The German philosopher Immanuel Kant argued that if all persons are granted dignity 

then what is due to each of them is the opportunity to develop their talents and 

pursue their chosen goals. 

 

Q2 : 

Briefly discuss the three principles of justice outlined in the chapter. Explain each 

with examples. 

Answer : 

Equal Treatment of Equals: 

 This indicates the principle of treating people equally. All individuals share 

certain characteristics as human beings. Therefore, they deserve to be treated 

equally and provided with equal rights. 

 It also prohibits discrimination on the grounds of class, caste, gender and race. 

 For example, two individuals from different backgrounds should be paid same 

reward for the same kind of job. 

Proportionate justice: 

 This principle indicates rewarding people in proportion to the scale and quality 

of their effort. 

 It is just to reward different jobs differently on the basis of efforts and skills 

required and the danger involved. 

 Thus, proportionality provides balance to the principle of equal treatment. 

 The reward and compensation for a surgeon and an architect varies according 

to the skill that is required in their job. 

Recognition of Special Needs: 

 This principle is based on distributing rewards and duties on the basis of special 

needs of people, 



 such as age, physical disabilities and lack of access to good education or health 

care.  

 People with special needs or disabilities are treated unequal in some particular 

respect  

 A physically challenged person getting a reserved seat in bus is an example of 

principle of recognition of special needs. 

Q3 : 

Does the principle of considering the special needs of people conflict with the 

principle of equal treatment for all? 

Answer : 

 The principle of considering the special needs of people does not raise a conflict 

with the principle of equal treatment for all. 

 People with special needs are given special treatment to facilitate their 

participation in the running of the society. 

 People with special needs also require special treatment for integration with 

society and for securing opportunities and basic needs that would be otherwise 

denied to them. 

 The senior citizens, women and socially backward people are given special 

treatment due to their special needs. 

Q4. 

How does Rawls use the idea of a veil of ignorance to argue that fair and just 

distribution can be defended on rational grounds? 

Answer : 

 Rawls uses the idea of a veil of ignorance to argue that fair and just distribution 

can be defended on rational grounds. 

 He says that if a person keeps herself/himself under the 'veil of ignorance' then 

s/he would come up with the just distribution, fair laws and policies that would 

affect the whole society. 



 A person under the 'veil of ignorance' is unaware of her/his possible position 

and status in the society therefore s/he would rationally decide from the point 

of view of the worst-off. 

 It would be sensible in this situation for everyone to ensure that all resources 

are available equally to all persons. 

 In this way Rawls, with his idea of 'veil of ignorance', is able to prove that fair 

and just distribution can be defended on rational grounds with 

 the help of this idea. 

Q5. 

Explain different dimensions of justice. 

Answer: 

Legal, social, political and economic justice are the key dimensions of justice. Here, we 

will try 

to understand these dimensions in some details. 

1. Legal Justice: It is a narrow concept of justice which is associated with the legal 

system 

and legal procedure existing in a society.  

Here, justice is what administered by the court of law and the interpretation of the 

judge is considered to be an embodiment of justice. 

2. Political Justice: In any democratic society political justice means providing equal 

political rights. 

 Political justice stands for a free and fair participation of people in the political 

sphere. 

 Universal adult franchise, Equality of opportunity in getting elected and in holding 

public offices, freedom of expression and association are important pillars of political 

justice. 

3. Social Justice:  

The concept of social justice is based on the belief that all human beings are equal and 



no 

discrimination should be made on the ground of race, religion, caste, gender and place 

of birth. 

4. Economic Justice: 

 It means to provide equal opportunities to everyone to earn her/his livelihood.  

The basic need of every person such as food, cloth, shelter and education should be 

fulfilled  by making provisions for equal pay for equal work, fair distribution of 

resources, equal economic opportunity to all, etc. 

While the concept of political justice is closely linked with the ideal of “liberty”, 

economic and 

legal justice with “equality” and social justice with “fraternity”, a just combination of 

all these 

four dimensions will help in achieving justice in lif 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS- ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 

 

1.What are the provisions for the reservations for the socially disadvantaged groups 

as per the 73rd amendment? Explain how these provisions have changed the profile 

of the leadership at the village level. 

Answer : 

 The socially disadvantaged groups like women, scheduled castes and scheduled 

tribes have been given reservation for various posts in the local government of 

rural India according to the proportion of their population.  

 One-third of all positions in panchayats are reserved for women.  

 States can also provide reservation to Other Backward Classes if they think it is 

necessary. 

CHANGES IT HAS BROUGHT 

This has changed the profile of the leadership at the village level . 



 There is now a greater representation of all social groups in the panchayat 

institutions. Thus, more women and people belonging to Scheduled Castes and Tribes 

are now able to play important role in decisions that can bring benefits for their 

community. 

What were the main differences between the local governments before 73rd 

amendment and after that amendment? 

Answer : 

The main differences between the local governments before 73rdamendment and 

after the amendment can be listed as: 

 After the implementation of 73rd amendment, the local government has been 

divided into a uniform three-tier Panchayati Raj structure. 

 Earlier the state administration was responsible for conducting elections to the 

Panchayati Raj institutions but now the state government has to appoint a state 

election commission for this purpose. 

 After dissolution of the Panchayati Raj before its term of five years a fresh 

election has to be conducted within six months. This was not the case before 

the 73rd amendment was passed. 

 Distribution of revenue is done by the State Finance Commission. This was not 

the case before the 73rd amendment was implemented. 

 Reservation for women, scheduled caste and scheduled tribes is implemented 

for various positions in the local government according to the proportion of 

their population. 

 Twenty-nine subjects that were earlier in the State list of subjects have been 

transferred to the Panchayati Raj institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 


