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NOTES:  

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 

�� The conflict between the concept of ‘socialist man’ and those who objected to his emphasis 

on ideology rather than expertise led Mao to launch the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 

in 1965. 

�� The Red Guards, mainly students and the army, was used for a campaign against old culture, 

old customs and old habits. 

�� Students and professionals were sent to the countryside to learn from the masses. 

�� Ideology became more important than professional knowledge. Denunciations and slogans 

replaced rational debate. 

�� The Cultural Revolution began a period of turmoil, weakened the Party and severely 

disrupted the economy and educational system. 

�� In 1975, the party once again laid emphasis on greater social discipline and the need to build 

an industrial economy. 

 

Reforms of 1978 Deng Xiaoping 

�� Deng Xiaoping kept party control strong while introducing a socialist market economy. 

�� In 1978, the Party declared its goal as the Four Modernizations – science, industry, 

agriculture and defence. 

�� ‘The Fifth Modernization’ proclaimed that without Democracy the other modernizations 

would come to nothing. 

�� in 1989, on the seventieth anniversary of the May Fourth movement many intellectuals called 

for a greater openness and an end to ‘ossified dogmas’ (su shaozhi). 

�� Student demonstrators at Tiananmen Square in Beijing were brutally repressed. 

�� The post-reform period has seen the emergence of debates on ways to develop China. 

�� Growing revival of traditional ideas of Confucianism and arguments that China can build a 

modern society based on its own traditions rather than simply copying the West. 

 

The Story of Taiwan 

�� Taiwan had been a Japanese colony since the Chinese ceded it after the 1894-95 war with 

Japan. 

�� The Cairo Declaration (1943) and the Potsdam Proclamation (1949) restored sovereignty to 

China. 

�� The GMD, under Chiang Kai-shek went on to establish a repressive government forbidding 

the freedom of speech, political opposition banned. 



�� They excluded the local population from positions of power, they carried out land reforms 

that increased agricultural productivity and modernized the economy s 

�� Transformation of Taiwan into a democracy after the death of Chiang in 1975. 

�� Martial law lifted in 1987 and opposition parties were legally permitted. 

�� Diplomatically most countries have only trade missions in Taiwan instead of complete 

diplomatic ties because it (Taiwan) is considered to be part of China. 

�� The question of re-unification with the mainland remains a contentious issue but “Cross 

Strait” relations (that is between Taiwan and China) have been improving. 

�� China may be willing to tolerate a semi-autonomous Taiwan as long as it gives up any move 

to seek independence. 

 

Two Roads to Modernization 

�� The histories of Japan and China show how different historical conditions led them on widely 

divergent paths to building independent and modern nations. 

�� Japan was successful in retaining its independence and using traditional skills and practices in 

new ways. 

�� In the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) China faced a humiliating defeat. On 17 April 1895, 

Treaty of Shimonseki was signed between China and Japan, ending the First Sino-Japanese 

War. 

�� The Chinese became vulnerable after their defeat and declared that both China and Japan 

needed reforms for modernization. 

�� Sino-Japanese war served the basis for the Anglo-Japanese alliance in 1902. 

�� The Chinese path to modernization was very different. 

�� Foreign imperialism, both Western and Japanese, combined with a hesitant and unsure Qing 

dynasty to weaken government control. 

�� The nineteenth and twentieth centuries saw a rejection of traditions and a search for ways to 

build national unity and strength. 
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Q.1.When was Guomindang Party formed? What were its objectives? 

Ans: The Guomindang Party of China was established in 1912 by a nationalist leader. Dr. Sun Yat-Sen. 

It had three objectives: 

�� To liberate China from the foreign domination. 

�� To establish modem democratic institutions in China. 

�� To liberate the peasants from the clutches of the feudal lords by introducing reforms. 

Guomindang became popular under Dr. Sun Yat-Sen. The objectives of this party had almost the 

same to that of Communist Party established in 1921. But soon there emerged differences between 

the two parties. Sun Yat-Sen died in 1925 and the leadership of the Guomindang Party passed into 

the hands of Chiang-Kai-shek. He committed atrocities on the Communists. The Communist leader 

Mao Tse-tung was compelled to undertake his 6000 miles Long March to increase his influence in 

North China. In October 1949, he drove away Chiang-Kai-shek to the Island of Formosa (Taiwan) and 



established Communist rule in China. 

Q.2.Discuss the reasons for the failure of Mao’s Great Leap Forward. 

Ans: The reasons for the failure of Mao’s Great Leap Forward were as follows: 

�� To enhance the production of crops new agricultural techniques were adopted. The technique 

was quite faulty. Seeds were sown into the soil beyond their capacity. 

�� Wheat and maize were grown on the same field. This approach proved futile. 

�� The officials installed irrigation projects at the wrong places which caused massive erosion. 

�� The cultivation of other essential crops and vegetables was nil. 

 

Q.3.What do you understand by ‘Open Door Policy’? 

Ans: The United Stated of America adopted the open door policy in China. European powers made 

preparations for the partition of China in the 1890’s. The USA felt that it would be left out. So the US 

proposed the “Open Door Policy” or “Me too policy”. It meant that no country should be 

discriminated against China by other countries. All countries would have equal trade rights in China. 

Britain also supported “Open Door Policy”. 

 

Q.4.What do you know about Sun Yat-Sen’s Three Principles? 

Ans: The Manchu empire was overthrown. Republic was established under Sun Yat-Sen in 1911. 

SunYat-sen (1866-1925) is unanimously regarded as the founder of modem China. He belonged to a 

very poor family and studied in missionary schools. He was introduced to democracy and 

Christianity. He studied medicine. But he was greatly concerned about the fate of China. His 

programme was called the Three Principles (San min chui). These were: 

1.� Nationalism. It meant overthrowing the Manchu who were seen as a foreign dynasty, as well as 

other foreign imperialists. 

2.� Democracy: It meant the establishment of democratic government. 

3.� Socialism: It meant regulating capital and equalizing landholdings. 

 

Q.5.What do you understand by the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution? 

Ans: The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of 1965 was the result of the conflict between the 

Maoists and those who objected his ideology. Students and the army started a campaign against old 

culture and customs. Students and professionals were sent to distant areas to learn from the 

common people. It was more important to be a communist. With cultural revolution, there was a 

complete turmoil in the country. Economic and educational systems were disrupted. 

 

Q.6.What was the importance of Chinese Revolution of 1911? 

Ans: The Chinese Revolution of 1911 brought the end of Manchu empire and establishment of 

Republic. The important thing about this revolution was that it was without any bloodshed. After this 

Chinese people got a constitution and declaration of sovereignty of people was made. This 

revolution also spread a sense of nationalism among the masses. The revolutionaries accepted 

Chiang Kai-shek as the president of Republic of China. So, we can say that the Chinese Revolution of 

1911 was important in many ways. 

 



Q.7.What was ‘One Hundred Flowers Movement.’? Why did it fail? 

Ans: An important development in China was the ‘One Hundred Flowers Movement’. It started with 

a slogan of Mao, “Let a hundred flowers bloom”, as he wanted to be seen as a leader who was open 

to new ideas. Some people were unhappy with the ways of communist dictatorship though it being a 

genuine attempt at dialogue or reconciliation. When they started criticizing Mao did not tolerate 

this. Thus, the high sounding movement failed. 

 

Long Answer Type Questions 

Q.8.Discuss the achievements of Deng Xiaoping. 

Ans: After the death of Mao in China, the struggle for power broke out in which Deng Xiaoping 

emerged victorious. During the cultural revolution, he was dismissed from the office of the Secretary 

General of the party for having too liberal views. His achievements may be summed up in the 

following ways: 

�� All the changes made during the Cultural Revolution were reversed. 

�� The democratically elected parties took the place of revolutionary committees. 

�� Confiscated property was restored to the descendants of the actual owners. 

�� The people were granted religious freedom and intellectuals were free to express their views. 

�� In the economic sector, Deng and his follower Hu Yaobang took various steps to encourage 

investment by the western entrepreneurs for the modernization of industries, agriculture, 

science and technology in China. 

�� In 1980, China also became the member of the World Bank and the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF). 

�� Many agricultural reforms were also introduced. 

�� The state owned collective forms were given more powers in the matters of administration and 

planning. 

�� The practice of giving bonus and dividend was encouraged. 

�� Taxes were reduced to encourage production. As a result of these reforms, there was a gradual 

increase in food production and the per capita income. 

 

Q.9.Discuss the causes of the failure of nationalists against the communists. 

Ans: Causes of the failure of nationalists: 

�� There was lack of unity among the members of Guomindang. They continued to quarrel among 

themselves and were corrupt too. On the contrary, the Communists were very disciplined. 

�� Chiang Kai-shek also failed to provide good leadership to the nationalists. 

�� The government set up by the nationalists failed to control the prices. 

�� Chiang Kai-shek followed the traditional method of rule. Therefore, his government could not 

gain popularity. 

�� Communists organized themselves into trained army. Therefore, they succeeded in defeating 

nationalists. 

 

On the map of China, mark and locate the main route of Long March. 

Ans: 
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