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ClASS NOTES 

Class: IX Topic: Poverty as a challenge 
 
Chapter-3 (Long Answer Questions) Subject: Economics 

Extra Questions  
 

Q1. What is poverty? What are the dimensions of poverty? 

Ans- Poverty is a situation in which a person is unable to get the minimum necessities of life. 
Due to poverty poor people are in a situation in which they are ill-treated at almost every place. 
The various dimensions of poverty are: 

➢ It means hunger and shelter. 
➢ It is a situation in which parents are not able to send their children to schools. 
➢ It is a situation where sick people cannot afford treatment. 
➢ It means lack of safe drinking water and sanitation facilities. 
➢ It means lack of a regular job at a minimum decent level. 

 Q2. What do you understand by vulnerability to poverty? 

Ans- 
➢ Vulnerability of poverty means some communities or social groups are more prone to poverty 

than other sections of the society.  
➢ Members of a backward caste or individuals such as a widow or a physically handicapped 

person of becoming, or remaining, poor in the coming years.  
➢ Vulnerability is determined by the options available to different communities for finding an 

alternative living in terms of assets, education, health and job opportunities.  
➢ Further, it is analysed on the basis of the greater risks these group faces at the time of natural 

disasters (earthquakes, tsunami), terrorism, etc. 

Q3. What does social exclusion mean? 

Ans- 

➢ According to this concept, poverty must be seen in terms of the poor having to live only 
in poor surrounding with other people, excluded from enjoying social equality of better-
off people in better surroundings. 

➢ Social exclusion can be both a cause as well as a consequence of poverty in the usual 
sense. 

➢ Broadly, it is a through in which individuals or groups are excluded from facilities, 
benefits and opportunities that others enjoy. 

Q4. Explain the two methods to estimate poverty line 

Ans-The two methods used to estimate poverty line are: – 
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➢ Income method. It this method, the poverty line is estimated with the help of minimum 
income required. In the year 2011-12, the poverty line for a person was fixed at ₹ 816 
per month 
for the rural areas and ₹ 1,000 per month for the urban areas. The higher amount for 
urban areas has been fixed because of high prices of essential products in urban areas. 

➢ Consumption method. In this method, the average calorie requirement of a person is 
multiplied to the current prices. The accepted average calorie requirement in India is 
2,400 calories per person per day in rural areas and 2,100 calories per person per day 
in urban areas. 

Q5. What are the major reasons for less effectiveness of anti-poverty 
measures? 

Ans- The major reasons for less effectiveness of anti-poverty measures are : 

➢ One of the major reasons for less effectiveness is the lack of proper implementation and 
right targeting. 

➢ Moreover, there has been a lot of overlapping of schemes. 
➢ Despite good intentions, the benefits of these schemes are not fully reached to the 

deserving poor. 
➢ Therefore, the major emphasis in recent years is on proper monitoring of all the poverty 

alleviation programmes. 

Q6. Elucidate the targeted anti-poverty programmes undertaken by the 
government. 

➢ Mahatama Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005. It aims to 
provide 100 days of wage employment to every household to ensure security of 
livelihood in rural areas. It also aims at sustainable development to address the causes 
of draught, soil erosion and deforestation. One-third of the proposed jobs have been 
reserved for women under this scheme. The share of SCs, STs and women in the 
scheme are 23%, 17% and 53% respectively.  

➢ Prime Minister Rozgar Yojana (PMRY). It was started in 1993. The aim of the scheme 
is to create self-employment opportunities for educated unemployed youth in the rural 
areas and towns. The youth are provided assistance in setting up small business and 
industries. 

 

➢ Rural Employment Generation Programme (REGP). It was launched in 1995. The 
aim of the programme is to create self-employment opportunities in rural areas and 
small towns. 

 

 

➢ Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY). It was launched in 1999. The aim is 
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to bring the assisted poor families above the poverty line by organising them into Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) with the help of bank credit and government subsidy.. 

 

➢ Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana (PMGY). It was launched in 2000. Under this, 
additional central assistance is given to states for basic services like primary health, 
primary education, rural drinking water and rural electrification 

 


