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Clause 

Definition: A clause consists of a subject and a verb and is the smallest 

grammatical unit that expresses a thought. 

 

What is a Clause in a Sentence?  

In its simplest form, a clause in grammar is a subject plus a verb. The 

subject is the entity “doing” the action of the sentence and the verb is the 
action that subject completes. A clause creates a complete thought (an 

idea or a statement that can stand alone). 

 

A complete thought is also called a main clause or independent clause 

(IC). 

What is an Independent Clause? 

Independent clause definition: An independent clause can stand alone in a 

sentence. It contains a subject and a verb in its smallest form. A clause may 

also include modifiers and a verb predicate. It is a complete thought and 

the smallest unit of grammar that is syntactically accurate. 

Example of Independent Clauses: 

 

What is a Dependent Clauses? 

Dependent clause definition: Dependent clauses contain a subject and 

verb. However, they cannot stand alone as an independent thought. They 

must be joined with an independent clause to be grammatically correct. 

Example of Dependent Clause: 

 Every night before I go to bed, I eat cookies. 

This example contains the IC, “I eat bananas.” However, a dependent 
clause now opens the sentence. While the dependent clause contains a 

subject and a verb (“I go”), the dependent clause itself cannot stand alone a 
complete thought. 

Example of Dependent Clause: 

 Every night before I go to bed…… 

https://writingexplained.org/grammar-dictionary/independent-clause
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This is not a complete thought and therefore not a sentence in English. 

Every night before I go to bed…what happens? This idea must be joined 
with an independent clause to be grammatically correct. 

What is a Noun Clause? 

Noun clause definition: A noun clause is a type of dependent clause that 

acts as a noun in the sentence. A noun clause will always contain a subject 

and a verb. However, it cannot stand alone as a complete thought. 

Example of Noun Clause: 

 I remember what you said yesterday. 

Here, the underlined portion is the independent clause that can stand 

alone. The italicized words, “what you said yesterday,” serve as a 
dependent noun clause. 

The noun clause is acting as the object of the sentence. In the noun clause 

“you said” is a subject plus a verb. This creates the clause (a subject plus a 
verb). However, “what you said yesterday” cannot stand alone and 
therefore must be paired with an independent clause. 

Additional noun clause examples: 

 I thought what she wore was so chic. 

 Whomever you confide in is a person you can trust. 
 

What is an Adjective Clause? (Also called Relative Clause) 

Adjective clause definition: An adjective clause is a type of dependent 

clause that acts as an adjective in the sentence. An adjective clause will 

always contain a subject and a verb. However, it cannot stand alone as a 

complete thought. 

An adjective clause will always begin with one of the following 

words: 

Relative Pronouns List: 

 that 

 where 

 who 

 whom 

 which 

Relative Adverbs List: 

 when 

 where 

https://writingexplained.org/grammar-dictionary/relative-clause


 why 

Example of Adjective Clause: 

 The man whom you saw at the store committed a robbery. 

The adjective clause is acting as an adjective in this sentence. The 

adjective clause describes the boy. It contains a subject and a verb, 

“you saw.” However, it cannot stand alone as a complete thought. 

“Who you saw at the robbery” is not a complete statement. 
Additional adjective clause examples: 

 The store that the boy robbed is on the corner. 

 The corner of the street where my family lives is surrounded by 

investigators. 

 

What is an Adverbial Clause? 

Adverbial clause definition: An adverbial clause is a type of dependent 

clause that acts as an adverb in the sentence. An adverbial clause will 

always contain a subject and a verb. However, it cannot stand alone as a 

complete thought. 

Example of Adverbial Clause: 

 You will continue driving north until you see a stop sign. 

The adverbial clause is acting as an adverb in this sentence. The adverbial 

clause modifies how you will drive. The adverbial clause contains a subject 

and verb, “you will continue.” However, it cannot stand alone as a 
complete thought. “Until you see a stop sign” is not a complete statement. 
Additional adverbial clause examples: 

 After the movie ended, we ate ice cream. 

 Beth visits her grandfather whenever she is in town. 
 

ONLY FOR UNDERSTANDING PURPOSE. 

 

NOW SOLVE THIS EXERCISE IN THE COPY. 

Exercise A – Underline the subordinate clauses in these sentences and 

mention their types- noun clause, adjective clause or adverb clause. 

1. Veronica was speaking so softly that I could not hear her clearly. 

2. Mohit bought a bike which was expensive but reliable.  

3. Do you understand what the police officer is saying? 

4. We walked towards the shop which was famous for its courteous 

service.  



5. The doctor arrived when the patients had been waiting for more than 

an hour. 

6. My mother cooks Chinese dishes which taste delicious. 

7. Whatever you learn at school will help you in the future. 

8. How Holmes managed to solve the case remained a mystery to all of 

us. 

9. The dove flew away happily after eating the mango. 

10. Although the children were tired, they continued singing.  

11. All the passengers were impatient to know when the train 

would arrive. 

12. Please go home when you finish your work.  

13. The chefs were busy cooking for the guests who were arriving in 

the evening.  

14. This is the house which was burgled yesterday.  

15. All of us liked the dress that Samantha was wearing. 
 

CONTENT PREPARED AT HOME. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


