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3. What was Mandal Commission? Did it try to solve the problems of other 

Backward classes? State any two arguments in support of your answer? 

 

Answer: Bindeshwari Prasad Mandal was the chairperson of Mandal commission set 

up in 1978 to investigate the extent of educational and social backwardness among 

various sections of society and recommended way to identify these classes. 

The Mandal commission gave its recommendations in 1980: 

1. The commission advised that backward classes should be understood to mean 

backward castes since many castes other than the SCs were also treated as low in 

caste hierarchy. 

2. Reservation 27% seats in educational institutions and government jobs for these 

groups. 

3. It recommended land reforms to improve the condition of OBCs. 

4. Hence, Mandal commission made recommendations in economic and occupational 

structures. 

The government of India accepted recommendations in 1990: 

1. 27% jobs reservation has been made in central and state government. 

2. Many Welfare Schemes have also been launched as Swarnima National Backward 

classes Finance and Development Corporation. 

 

    Q4. Enumerate the features of coalition era since 1989. 

• Decline of Congress — Defeat of the Congress party in 1989 marked the end 

the Congress system. Since then Congress could not get a majority on its own. 

• Alliance Politics Since no party could get a majority , a number Of small 



regional parties came together to form alliances to form governments like 

National Front and United Front. 

• Ideologies kept aside — We see the rise Of more pragmatic politics when 

ideologies were kept aside for practical considerations . For example the 

National Front government of V.P. Singh was supported by two 

diagrammatically opposite ideologies- the BJP and CPI to prevent Congress 

from coming to power. Again in 1996 Congress extended support to United 

Front government to save BJP from forming government. 

• Rise of Regional Political Parties — The regional political parties started 

playing a very important role in the national politics, so much so that their 

support decided the life of government at centre. 

• Frequent elections — Between 1989 to 1999 , the country saw nine 

governments and mid term elections thrice- in 1991, 1998 and 1999. 

• New issues — Many new issues came up in national politics. Two most 

important of them were the interests of backward classes and the rise of BJP 

largely attributed to Ayodhya dispute. These issues shaped the politics of 

India for a long time in future. 

 

Q5.   Trace the developments that led to the rise of BJP since 1989. 

Ans.   After the fall of the Janata Party and its breakup, the supporters of Jana Sangh 

formed the Bhartiya         Janata Party in 1980. BJP could not achieve much success in 

the elections Of 1980 and 1984. In 1984 it could win only 2 seats in Lok Sabha. 

Two developments around 1986, became central to the politics of BJP as a 

Hindutva party — 

• Shahbano Case — In 1985, a 62-year-old divorced Muslim woman — Shah 

Bano — filed a case of maintenance from her husband. The Supreme Court 

ruled in her favor. On the demands of some Muslim leaders, the government 

passed the Muslim Women Act, 1986, that nullified the Supreme Court 



judgement. The BJP criticized this action of the Congress government as an 

unnecessary concession and minority appeasement. 

• Ayodhya Dispute — The second development was the order of Faizabad 

District Court in 1986 

which allowed Hindus to offer prayers at Ram Mandir. 

• The BJP made this issue as a major electoral and political plank and convened 

a series of symbolic and mobilizational programmes. lt took out a massive 

march called the Rathyatra from Somnath in Gujarat to Ayodhya in Uttar 

Pradesh 

• In December1992, Karseva, meaning voluntary service by devotees for 

constructing Ram Temple was organised. The situation in Ayodhya on 6th 

December, however, went out of control leading to the demolition of Babri 

Mosque. This led to clashes between Hindus and Muslims in many parts of 

country. 

• This mobilization on Ayodhya issue worked in favour of BJP and resulted in a 

steep rise in its share of votes and seats in Parliament 

 

 

Q6. Why is the contemporary party system termed as BJP system by the Social 

Scientists? 

 The 2019 Lok Sabha elections once again brought back BJP led NDA [NDA IV] 

to the center of power by    winning more than 350 seats out of 643. 

 The BJP on its own won 303 seats in Lok Sabha, the biggest number any single 

party has won in the lower house since 1985 when Congress swept the 

elections in the aftermath of Mrs Indira Gandhi’s assassination. 

 Based on the tumultuous success of the BIP in 2019, Social Scientists have 

started equating the contemporary party system with the ‘BJP System' where 

an era of one-party dominance, like the 'Congress System' has once again 



started appearing on the democratic politics of India. 

 

Q7.’ A major transformation could be seen in the nature of coalition politics since 

2014’. Explain the statement. 

 The Bharatiya Janata Party led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi got an 

absolute majority in the Lok Sabha elections held in May 2014 and after 

nearly 30 years in Indian politics, a strong government with an absolute 

majority was established at the Centre. 

 Though called NDA III, the BJP-led coalition of 2014 was largely 

different from its predecessor coalition governments. Where the 

previous coalitions were led by one of the national parties, the NDA III 

coalition was not only steered by a national party, i.e. , BJP it was also 

dominated by BJP with an absolute majority of its own in Lok Sabha. It 

was also called a 'surplus majority coalition'. 

 In that sense a major transformation could be seen in the nature of 

coalition politics which could be seen from one party led coalition to 

one party dominated coalition 

Q8. Highlight a major change that was seen in Indian politics since 2014. Explain with 

the help of examples. 

• Ans.  A major change in Indian politics after 2014 is the shift from caste and 

religion-based politics to development and governance-oriented politics. With 

its pre-intended goal Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, the NDA III Government 

started several socio-economic welfare schemes to make development and 

governance accessible to the masses such as - Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan , Jan-Dhan Yojana , Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti 

Yojana, Kisan Pasal Bima Yojna, Qi Padhao, Desh Badhao, Ayushman Bharat 

Yojana, etc. 

• All these schemes intended to take administration to the doorstep of the 



common man by making the rural households, particularly the women, real 

beneficiaries of the Central Government schemes. 

• The success of these schemes could be seen from the results of 2019 Lok 

Sabha elections where the voters across states — castes, classes, 

communities, gender and regions brought back the issues of development and 

governance to the centre stage under the BJP led NDA Government 

characterizing the current change with 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and Sabka 

Vishwas'. 

 

NOTES ON NDA I AND NDA II 

• The NDA was formed in May 1998 as a coalition to contest the general 

elections. It was led by the BJP, and included several regional parties, With 

outside support provided by the TDP, the NDA was able to muster a slim 

majority in the of 1998, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee returned as prime minister. 

The government collapsed after 13 months because the (AIADMK) withdrew its 

support. 

• After the entry Of a few more regional parties, the NDA proceeded to win the 

1999 elections with a larger majority. Vajpayee became Prime Minister for a 

third time, this time for a full five-year term. 

Major highlights of the Vajpayee governments were – 

• Pokhran II nuclear tests conducted in May 1998. 

• Attempts to improve relations between India and Pakistan (Lahore Bus Service). 

• Kargil war with Pakistan in 1999. 

• Terrorist attacks on Indian Parliament on 13th December 2001. 

• Major shifts in foreign policy leading to better ties India and USA and India and 

Israel. Effort to resolve issues with China also began. 

UNITED PROGRESSIVE ALLIANCE 1 AND 2 

• In the elections of, the Congress party too entered in coalitions in a big way. The 


