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INTRODUCTION 

The lesson “Albert Einstein at School” is an extract from the biography of 

Albert Einstein, named “The Young Einstein” by Patrick Pringle. In this 

lesson, Patrick familiarises the reader with those years in Einstein’s life 

where he was struggling each day in school and as each day passed, 

the school diploma felt like a far-fetched dream. It throws light upon a 

few encounters with his teacher, what he felt about the neighbourhood 

he lived in and how he had only one good friend, Yuri. The way Albert 

strategizes to get out of the miserable place (school) and how things 

turned around in the end, makes the story even more interesting. 

THEME 

The theme of the chapteris to throw light on the modern way of providing 

education. Education doesn't mean-mugging updates, it means 

understanding facts and gaining practical knowledge. This chapter is a 

perfect example of this. 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

1) Why did Albert see no point in learning dates and facts? 

Answer: 

Einstein told Mr Braun, the history teacher, “I think it’s not facts 

that matter, but ideas.” He hated learning dates and facts by heart. 

He argued that ideas were more important than learning by rote. 

He was not interested in knowing when the battles were fought but 

why they were fought. 

2) What was Einstein’s reaction to the history teacher’s sarcasm? 

Answer: 

Mr Braun, his history teacher, was unhappy with Albert unwilling to 

leam facts or dates. When he admitted that he did not see any 

point in learning dates, the teacher taunted him by calling his views 

the ‘Einstein theory of education’. Albert argued that it was ideas 

that were important but nevertheless, felt miserable. 



3) I think it’s not facts that matter, but ideas.” To whom did Einstein 

say this and why? 

Answer: 

Einstein said it to Mr Braun, the history teacher, in his Munich 

school. He hated learning dates and facts by heart. He argued that 

ideas were more important than rote learning. He was not 

interested in knowing when the battles were fought but why they 

were fought. 

4) Do you think Albert is being impolite while answering the history 

teacher’s questions? Give your reasons. 

Answer: 

Though Albert addresses his history teacher politely, he is being 

impudent. If he did have a problem, he should have spoken to the 

teacher separately. Questioning the teacher’s views on education 

in a class was impolite and rude. 

OR 

Albert addresses his history teacher politely. His answers are 

straightforward and blunt but his opinions are strong. A firm 

conviction cannot be termed as rudeness 

5) What characteristic of Einstein’s nature is highlighted by the 

exchanges between him and the teacher? 

Answer: 

The exchanges between Einstein and the teacher show him to be 

a person with firm convictions; he is frank and straightforward. 

Even at the cost of punishment he is not willing to compromise on 

his views. He comes across as one who will chart his own course 

rather than follow the beaten track. 

6)  

What was Einstein’s reaction to the history teacher’s sarcasm? 

Answer: 

Mr Braun, his history teacher, was unhappy with Albert unwilling to 

leam facts or dates. When he admitted that he did not see any 

point in learning dates, the teacher taunted him by calling his views 

the ‘Einstein theory of education’. Albert argued that it was ideas 

that were important but nevertheless, felt miserable. 

7) Why did Albert feel miserable when he left school that day? 

Answer: 

When he left school that day, Albert felt miserable because his day 

at school, like most other days, had been bad and he had gotten 

into an argument with his teacher for which he had been punished. 



Secondly, he had to go back to the same school the next day. 

Moreover, the idea of going back to his lodgings with the 

atmosphere of domestic violence did not cheer him up. 

8) Why and what did his history teacher report to the head teacher? 

Answer: 

Mr Braun was shocked and furious with Albert’s candid reply. He 

believed that Albert had no desire to learn and was wasting his 

father’s money. He punished Albert by detaining him after school. 

He also reported to the head teacher that his work was horrible; he 

was a rebel and hindered teaching work in class. 

9) Albert was equally unhappy at his lodging. Why? 

Answer: 

Albert was miserable at his lodging. His father was a man of 

modest means, had got him a room in an ugly area. Albert had no 

comfort and did not like the food there. The atmosphere was bad 

as his landlady kept beating her children and her husband came 

drunk and beat her. 

10) Yuri calls Albert ‘the world’s worst liar’. Do you think this is an 

insult or a compliment? 

Answer: 

Yuri called Albert ‘the world’s worst liar’ and meant it as a 

compliment to him. Yuri implied that Albert was so honest and 

straightforward that he could not tell lies successfully. His voice or 

manner betrayed him when he lied. 

11) Why was Albert nervous when he met the doctor? What 

does this nervousness indicate about his nature? 

Answer: 

The whole day Albert had been wondering what to tell the doctor 

from whom he needed a certificate saying that he had had a 

nervous breakdown. He was in a nervous state, worrying about it, 

by the time he went to see the doctor. This showed his inherent 

truthfulness and honesty. 

12)  

What reason did the head teacher give for expelling Albert from 

school? 

Answer: 

The head teacher expelled Albert from school because his work 

was ‘terrible’. Albert’s presence in the classroom also made it 

impossible for the teacher to teach and for other pupils to learn. He 



accused Albert of hindering serious work because he refused to 

learn and was in constant rebellion. 

13) How did Albert hope to get admission to an Italian college 

without a diploma from the German school? 

Answer: 

Albert went to Mr Koch, his teacher of mathematics, to get a 

recommendation. Mr Koch admired Albert and acknowledged 

Einstein’s superiority of merit, over his own. He got a 

recommendation from Mr Koch that said that he was fit to join an 

institute for higher education in mathematics. 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

 

1)What are Einstein’s views on education as revealed in his conversation 
with the History teacher? 
Answer: 
Einstein got into an argument with his history teacher. He was extremely 
honest about what he thought about various study subjects. He told the 
history teacher point blank that he did not see any advantage in learning 
dates. If one needed to know, dates could always be found in books. 

It was not just dates, but he found no advantage even in learning facts. He 
did not think learning facts was education at all. He felt it would be more 
important to know the reasons behind the facts, for example, why battles 
were fought. His history teacher sarcastically called his views as Einstein’s 
theory of education. 

2)Why did Einstein consider the school ‘a hateful place’? 
Or 
Why did Einstein want to get away from school? 
Answer: 
Einstein did not like his school at Munich at all. He considered it a hateful 
place where he did not wish to go back to the next morning. Most of the 
days were filled with unpleasant experiences. He had been sent there to 
take his diploma, but he wished he could leave the school. 

He was expected to learn things by heart, which he did not like. The 
teachers were unsympathetic and sarcastic. There was hardly any study of 
science at school. The only subject he liked was maths, His maths teacher 
was extremely happy with him. After six months, Einstein got so fed up with 
the school that he wanted to get away. 



3)What was Einstein’s plan to get away from school? How was Yuri of help 
to him? 
Answer: 
Einstein knew that if he ran away from school, he would be sent back by 
his father. Therefore, he wanted to leave school ‘officially’ with a valid 
reason. If he could get a certificate from a doctor that he had suffered a 
nervous breakdown and that he needed rest for a long time, he could get 
away with it. His friend Yuri was a medical student. He asked him to find a 
doctor who would be willing to give him such a certificate. Einstein felt that 
if he had to live longer in Munich and study in the school, he would really 
have a nervous breakdown. 

4)Comment on the role of Yuri as described in the extract. 
Answer: 
Yuri was a good friend of Einstein. He was a medical student himself. 
Einstein felt very close to him. In fact, he was the only one for whom 
Einstein had any feeling. Yuri tried to keep his spirit up. When Einstein 
wanted to leave school in a manner that he would not be sent back, he 
asked for Yuri’s help. He wanted Yuri to find a doctor who would certify that 
he was suffering from a nervous breakdown and needed rest for at least six 
months. Yuri introduced him to Dr Ernst Weil who had recently acquired a 
medical degree. Thus, Yuri was extremely helpful. 

5)Keeping the whole story in mind, briefly discuss Einstein’s character as it 
is revealed here. 
Answer: 
Even as a student Einstein had a mind of his own. He was honest enough 
to tell the history teacher what he thought of the subject. He was interested 
in the study of science and mathematics. He could not simply cram facts 
and was sure to fail in the examination. He hated violence. 

He loved maths and music which soothed his troubled nerves Albert was 
sure of his potential and had self-pride. He did not bow down before Mr. 
Braun or the head teacher. They branded him as a rebel or mischief maker: 
It was only his maths teacher who understood and appreciated his 
mathematical abilities. On the whole he detested the school 
 

6)The school system often curbs individual talents. Discuss. 
Answer :Albert Einstein’s miserable five years’ stay at school is a telling 
comment on the system of education prevailing then and existing even 
now. This system of education has no room for individual aspirations, 
brilliance or aptitude. It discourages genius and originality and 
encourages mechanical dullards or the so called ‘average’ students. 
This system lays stress on facts and dates rather than ideas. It ignores 



originality and creativity, which lead to progress and development. 
No wonder then that most of the students manage to pass the 
examination by cramming—learning things by heart and repeating it in 
the exams. This parrot like learning or learning without understanding 
may help to get the diploma but fails to enrich the mind or inculcate 
ideas. 
The teachers and authorities insist on discipline and conformity. The 
history teacher and the Head teacher are sticklers for rules, pedagogy 
and discipline. Brilliant students like Albert Einstein are considered 
dullard, stupid, incompetent, unfit rebels whose very presence makes it 
impossible for teacher to teach and other pupils to learn. 

 


