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Panchayati Raj 

Gram Sabha-  

 A meeting of all adults who live in the area covered by a Panchayat (could be only one village or a few 

villages).  

 Anyone who is 18 years old or more with the right to vote is a member of the Gram Sabha.  

 The Panchayat President - also called the Sarpanch  

 The members of the Panchayat - the Panchs 

 Every village Panchayat is divided into wards, i.e. smaller areas. Each ward elects a representative 

who is known as the Ward Member (Panch).  

 All the members of the Gram Sabha also elect a Sarpanch who is the Panchayat President. 

 The Ward Panchs and the Sarpanch form the Gram Panchayat, which is elected for 5 years. 

 The Gram Panchayat has a Secretary who is also the Secretary of the Gram Sabha, who is not an 

elected person but is appointed by the government and is responsible for calling the meeting of the 

Gram Sabha and Gram Panchayat and keeping a record of the proceedings. 

 

The Gram Panchayat- 

The work of a Gram Panchayat includes: 

1. The construction and maintenance of water sources, roads, drainage, school buildings and other common 

property resources. 

2. Levying and collecting local taxes. 

3. Executing government schemes related to generating employment in the village. 

Sources of funds for the Panchayat: 

 Collection of taxes on houses, market places etc. 

 Government scheme funds received through various departments of the government – through the 

Janpad and Zila Panchayats. 

 Donations for community works etc. 

 

Three Levels of Panchayats 

 Panchayati Raj System is a process through which people participate in their own government. 

 In rural areas, the Gram Panchayat- first tier or level of democratic government. 

 Janpad Panchayt or Panchayat Samiti – second tier block level. 

 The District Panchayat or the Zila Parishad that actually makes developmental plans at the district 

level. 

 With the help of Panchayat Samitis regulates the money distribution among all the Gram Panchayats. 

 Each state in the country has its own laws with regard to Panchayats. The idea is to provide more and 

more space for people to participate and raise their voices. 

 

 

India: An Overview 

 India is a vast country. It is the seventh largest country in the world; in terms of area. India is the 

second most populous country in the world. 

 According to the 2011 census, the population of India is more than 1.2 billion. 

 



 Area: 3.28 million square km 

 North-south extent from Kashmir to Kanyakumari: 3,200 km 

 East-west extent from Arunachal Pradesh to Kuchchh: 2,900 km 

Locational Setting of India 

 India is located in the northern hemisphere.  

 From south to north, the main land of India extends between 8 4’ N and 37 6’ N.  
 From west to east, the main land of India extends between 68 7’ E and 97 35’ E. 

Indian Standard Time:  

The longitudinal extent of India is 29 which are huge. Hence, there could be wide differences in local timings. 

Due to great longitudinal extent, the sun rises about two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh than in Gujarat. 

To keep things simple, the local time has been fixed as per the longitude 82 30’ E. This longitude is called the 

Standard Meridian of India. 

 

India’s Neighbours 

 Many countries share their borders with India.  

 Afghanistan and Pakistan are towards west of India.  

 China, Nepal and Bhutan are towards north of India.  

 Bangladesh and Myanmar are towards east of India.  

 Sri Lanka and Maldives are towards south of India.  

 Sri Lanka is separated by India by the Palk Straits. 

 

Political and Administrative Divisions 

 India has been divided into 28 states. Rajasthan is the largest state and Goa is the smallest state. 

 There are 8 union territories in India.  

 All the states are further divided into smaller administrative units; called districts. Delhi is the National 

Capital of India. 

Physical Divisions 

India is a diverse country; in terms of physical features. It can be divided 

into following physical divisions: 

 The Himalayan Mountains 

 The Northern Plains 

 The Great Indian Desert 

 The Deccan Plateau 

 Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats 

 



 
 

Magadha 

Magadha Empire encompasses the rule of three dynasties over time – Haryanka Dynasty, Shishunaga Dynasty, and 

Nanda Dynasty. The timeline of the Magadha Empire is estimated to be from 684 BCE to 320 BCE.  

 

Rise & Growth of Magadha Empire 
The four Mahajanapadas – Magadha, Kosala, Avanti and Vatsa were vying for supremacy from the 6th century BC to 

the 4th century BC. Finally, Magadha emerged victoriously and was able to gain sovereignty. It became the most 

powerful state in ancient India. Magadha is situated in modern Bihar. Jarasandha, who was a descendant of 

Brihadratha founded the empire in Magadha. Both are talked about in the Mahabharata. 

 

Magadha Empire – Haryanka Dynasty 

The first important and powerful dynasty in Magadha. 

Bimbisara (558 BC – 491 BC) 

 Son of Bhattiya. 

 He ruled over Magadha from 544 BC to 493 BC. 

 Contemporary and follower of the Buddha. Was also said to be an admirer of Mahavira. 

 Had his capital at Girivraja (Rajgir). 

 

 Also known as Sreniya. 

 Was the first king to have a standing army. 

 He started the practice of using matrimonial alliances to strengthen his political position. 

 He followed a policy of conquest and expansion. Most notable conquest by Bimbisara was that of Anga. 

 He had an effective and excellent administrative system. The officers occupying high posts were divided 

into three – executive, military and judicial 

Ajatasatru (492 BC – 460 BC) 

 



 Son of Bimbisara and Chellana. 

 He killed his father and became ruler. 

 Embraced Buddhism 

 He convened the First Buddhist Council at Rajagriha just after the death of Buddha in 483 BC. 

 Won wars against Kosala and Vaishali. 

Udayin 

 Son of Ajatasatru. 

 Shifted the capital to Pataliputra (Patna). 

 Last of the major Haryanka rulers. 

 Succeeded by three kings – Aniruddha, Manda and Nagadasaka. 

Magadha Empire – Sisunaga Dynasty 

According to Sri Lankan chronicles, the people of Magadha revolted during the reign of Nagadasaka and placed an 

amatya (minister) named Sisunaga as king. 

Sisunaga 

 Was the viceroy of Kasi before becoming king of Magadha. 

 The capital was at Girivaraja. 

 He annexed Avanti and brought an end to the long rivalry between Magadha and Avanti. 

 Later shifted the capital to Vaishali. 

Kalasoka 

 Son of Sisunaga. 

 Kalasoka shifted the capital to Pataliputra. 

 He conducted the Second Buddhist Council at Vaishali. 

 He was killed in a palace revolution that brought the Nanda dynasty to the throne. 

Magadha Empire – Nanda Dynasty 

This was the first non-Kshatriya dynasty. The first ruler was Mahapadma Nanda who usurped the throne of 

Kalasoka. 

Mahapadma Nanda 

 He is called the “first historical emperor of India.” (Chandragupta Maurya is the First Emperor of India) 
 He murdered Kalasoka to become the king. 

 He conquered many kingdoms including Kalinga. 

 

 His origins are not clear. As per the Puranas, he was the son of the last Sisunaga king from a Sudra woman. 

As per some Jain texts and Greek writer Curtius, he was the son of a barber and a courtesan. 

 His reign lasted for twenty-eight years from 367 BC to 338 BC 

 He is also called “Sarva Kashtriyantaka” (destroyer of all the Kshatriyas) and “Ekrat”. 
 The empire grew under his reign. It ran from the Kuru country in the north to the Godavari Valley in the 

south and from Magadha in the east to Narmada on the west. 

Dhana Nanda 

 He was the last Nanda ruler. 

 He is referred to as Agrammes or Xandrames in Greek texts. 



 Alexander invaded North-Western India during his reign, but he could not proceed towards the Gangetic 

plains because of his army’s refusal. 
 He inherited a huge empire from his father. He possessed a standing army of 200,000 infantry, 20,000 

cavalry, 3000 elephants and 2000 chariots. He became a powerful ruler because of this. 

 He is said to be one of the 8 or 9 sons of Mahapadma Nanda. 

 He became unpopular with his subjects owing to an oppressive way of extorting taxes. Also, his Sudra 

origins and an anti-Kshatriya policy led to a large number of enemies. 

 Finally, he was overthrown by Chandragupta Maurya along with Chanakya, which led to the foundations of 

the Maurya Empire in Magadha. 

Causes for the rise of Magadha 

Geographical factors 

 Magadha was located on the upper and lower parts of the Gangetic valley. 

 It was located on the mainland route between west and east India. 

 The area had fertile soil. It also received enough rainfall. 

 Magadha was encircled by rivers on three sides, the Ganga, Son and Champa making the region 

impregnable to enemies. 

 Both Rajgir and Pataliputra were located in strategic positions. 

 Strategic position surrounded by five hills 

Economic factors 

 Magadha had huge copper and iron deposits. 

 Because of its location, it could easily control trade. 

 Had a large population which could be used for agriculture, mining, building cities and in the army. 

 The general prosperity of the people and the rulers. 

 The mastery over Ganga meant economic hegemony. Ganga was important for trade in North India. 

Political factors 

 Magadha was lucky to have many powerful and ambitious rulers. 

 They had strong standing armies. 

 Availability of iron enabled them to develop advanced weaponry. 

 They were also the first kings to use elephants in the army. 

 The major kings also developed a good administrative system. 

Vikramaditya 

 Son of Samudragupta and his queen Dattadevi. 

 He further annexed territories including Saurashtra which gave him the western coastline. 

 He used matrimonial alliances to expand his kingdom. He established matrimonial alliances with the Nagas 

and the Vakatakas. He gave his daughter Prabhapavatigupta in marriage to Vakataka ruler of Maharashtra 

Rudrasena II. 

 He also annexed three Satrapa kingdoms and assumed the title Sakari (destroyer of the Sakas). He 

defeated the Saka king Rudrasimha III thus acquiring Saurashtra and Kathiawar. 

 Through the western ports, the kingdom’s prosperity grew through trade links with Roman Empires. 
 After East and West India, Chandragupta II defeated northern rulers also like the Hunas, Kambojas, Kiratas, 

etc. 

 He was a brilliant conqueror and an able administrator as well. 



 Like his father, he was a Vaishnavite but was tolerant of other religions. 

 His other names (as mentioned in coins) include Vikrama, Devagupta, Devaraja, Simhavikrama, 

Vikramaditya Sakari, etc. 

His court had nine jewels or Navaratnas, nine people eminent in various fields 

Amarsimha 

Amarsimha was a Sanskrit lexicographer and a poet and his Amarkosha is a vocabulary of Sanskrit roots, 

homonyms and synonyms. It is also called Trikanda as it has 3 parts viz. Kanda 1, Kanda 2 and Kanda 3. It has 

10 thousand words in it. 

Dhanvantri 

Dhanvantri was a great Physician. 

Harisena 

Harisena is known to have composed the Prayag Prasasti or Allahabad Pillar Inscription. The title of this 

inscription of Kavya, but it has both prose and verse. The whole poem is in one sentence including first 8 

stanzas of poetry and a long sentence and a concluding stanza. He was the court poet. Harisena in his old age 

was in the court of Chandragupta and describes him as Noble, and asks him “You Protect all this earth”. 
Kalidasa 

Kalidasa is the immortal poet and playwright of India and a peerless genius whose works became famous 

worldwide in modern world. Translation of Kalidasa’s works in numerous Indian and Foreign Languages have 

spread his fame all of the word and now he ranks among the top poets of all times. Here we should note that 

Rabindranath Tagore, not only propagated the works of Kalidasa but also expounded their meanings and 

philosophy that made him an immortal poet dramatists. 

Kahapanaka 

Kahapanka was an astrologer. 

Sanku 

Sanku was in the field of Architecture. 

Varahamihira 

Varahamihira (died 587) lived in Ujjain and he wrote three important books: Panchasiddhantika, Brihat 

Samhita, and Brihat Jataka. The Panchasiddhantaka is a summary of five early astronomical systems including 

the Surya Siddhanta. Another system described by him, the Paitamaha Siddhanta, appears to have many 

similarities with the ancient Vedanga Jyotisha of Lagadha. Brihat Samhita is a compilataion of an assortment 

of topics that provides interesting details of the beliefs of those times. Brihat Jataka is a book on astrology 

which appears to be considerably influenced by Greek astrology. 

 

 

Vararuchi 

Vararuchi is the name of another gem of Chandragupta Vikramaditya who was a grammarian and Sanskrit 

scholar. Some historians have identified him with Katyayana. Vararuchi is said to be the author of Prakrit 

Prakasha, which is first Grammar of Prakrit Language. 

Vetalbhatta 

Vetalbhatta was a magician. 

Prepared absolutely at home 

 

 


