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Q1. Mention the factors responsible for localisation of cotton textile industry 

in Maharashtra- Gujarat region in early years. What factors were responsible 

for the decentralisation of the industry? Mention three main problems faced 

by the industry. What is the contribution of textile industry to Indian 

economy? 

Ans) The favourable factors for the location of cotton textile industry in Maharashtra–Gujarat 

region in early years were as follows: 

(a) Availability of raw cotton from the cotton growing belt of Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

(b) The port of Mumbai facilitating export of cotton goods and import of machineries. 

(c) Moist climate in the belt is most suitable for spinning. 

(d) Ready market for the finished goods. 

(e) Good transport network and availability of cheap and skilled labour. 

factors responsible for the decentralisation of the industry includes: 

i) Huge market, 

ii) development of transport network, banking facilities 

iii) Weaving is highly decentralized. 

To provide scope for incorporating traditional skills and designs of weaving in cotton, zari, 

embroidary, etc., prevalent among local 

weavers in different parts of India. 

iv) Moreover, availability of cheap electricity contributed to the decentralization of cotton 

mills in the country. 

Three major problems faced by cotton textile industries in India are: 

(i) Erratic Power Supply. 

(ii) Old and obsolete machinery and 



(iii) Stiff competition with the synthetic fibre industry. 

The textile industry occupies a unique position in the Indian economy: 

(a) contributes significantly to industrial production, 14 per cent of the total production of 

industries comes from textiles. 

(b) provides employment to about 35 million people directly. 

(c) Moreover, It contributes about 24.6 percent of the foreign exchange earnings of the 

country. 

(d) Textiles contribute 4 percent towards GDP. 

Q2. " The economic strength of a country is measured by the development of 

manufacturing industries." Support the statement with arguments. 

Ans) The economic strength of a country is measured by the development of manufacturing 

industries because 

(i) Manufacturing is the process of value addition. 

ii) Manufacturing industries help in modernizing agriculture which forms the backbone of our 

economy. 

(iii) It helps reducing the pressure of people from agricultural sector by providing them jobs 

in secondary and tertiary sectors. 

(iv) Manufacturing goods expand business and brings prosperity. 

(v) It also brings down regional disparities by establishing industries in tribal and backward 

areas. 

Q3. " Petroleum and consumption of steel is often regarded as the index of a 

country's development." Examine the statement. 

Ans) Consumption of Petrol: 

i)  Petroleum is the lifeblood of the industrialized nations. Oil has become the world's most 

important source of energy since the mid-1950s. 

ii) Transportation fuels, electricity generation and the countless number of items we use every 

day that are derived from 

petroleum which add significantly to the global economy. 

iii) Moreover, Petroleum products make our lives easier in many ways and can provide for 

continued economic growth and prosperity. 



consumption of steel: 

(i) Steel production is the backbone of any country’s economy since it is the basic unit for the 

development of the nation. 

(ii) Almost every industry depends on iron and steel for its manufacturing and production. 

(iii) In today’s era of globalization, consumption of goods is increasing. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that growth in production of steel is regarded as the index of 

country’s development. 

 


