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Q. Why did Mahatma Gandhi relaunch the Civil Disobedience Movement with great apprehension? Explain. 

 

Gandhiji relaunched the Civil Disobedience Movement after the Second Round Table  Conference  due  
to  the following reasons:  

a. When Mahatma Gandhi went for the round table conference  in  December  1931, he returned 
disappointed as the negotiations broke down. 

b. He discovered a new cycle of repression by  the British that the congress was declared illegal. 

c.  The important Congress leaders Ghaffar Khan and Jawaharlal Nehru were in jail and meetings, 
demonstrations and boycotts were prevented. 

 

 

Q. Why was Congress reluctant to allow women to hold any position of authority within the organisation? How did 

women participate in Civil Disobedience Movement? Explain. 

  

a. Women also participated in large scale in the Civil Disobedience Movement during the salt 
march by Gandhiji. They belonged to the high caste families from the urban areas and rich 

peasant households from the rural areas. For them it was a sacred duty to serve the nation.  

b. But the Congress was not willing to give them any position of authority in the organization.   

c. Gandhiji said that women should look after the domestic chores and be good mothers and 
wives. 

 

 

Q. Explain the effects of‘ worldwide economic depression’ on India, towards late 1920s. 

 

The effects of ‘worldwide economic depression’ on India, towards late 1920s were: 
a. The defence expenditure was financed by the  war loans. The increased taxes, raising the 

custom duties and introducing the income tax, and increased prices of the commodities 
caused economic hardship for the common people. 

b. For the continuous supply of the soldiers the villages were called upon and recruitment was 
done forcefully. 

c. There was a period of crop failure in many parts of the country which caused acute food 

shortages and millions of people perished due to the famine and the epidemics. 

 

 

Q. Explain the role of women in the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

 

a. Women also participated in large scale in the Civil Disobedience movement during the 
salt march by Gandhiji.  

b. They belonged to the high caste families from the urban areas and rich peasant 
households from the rural areas. For them it was a sacred duty to serve the nation.  



c. But the Congress was not willing to give them any position of authority in the 
organization and that’s why Gandhiji said that women should look after the domestic 
chores and be good mothers and wives. 

 

 

Q. Explain any three reasons for the lukewarm response of some Muslim Organisations to the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

 

The three reasons for the lukewarm response of some Muslim Organisations to the Civil Disobedience 
Movement were: 

a. Due to the decline of the non-cooperation Khilafat movement. 
 

b. They felt alienated from Congress.  They  felt  that Congress is linked with a Hindu 
Mahasabha and their propagandas are Hindu oriented. This thinking resulted to 

Hindu-Muslim communal clashes and riots in different parts of  the country. Thus 
the distance between these two communities widened. Their main issue was over 
the representation in the future assemblies. 

 
 

c. In the All Parties Conference in 1928, the demands of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, for 
reserved seats in the central assembly and representation in proportion to 
population in the Muslim dominated provinces like Bengal and Punjab, was 
strongly opposed by M.R.Jayakar of Hindu Mahasabha. The Muslims were very 
much concerned about their status, culture and identity as a minority in India. 

 

Q. Why did the industrialists participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement? Explain any three reasons.   

 

The three reasons due to which the industrialists participated in the movement were: 

a. The Indian merchants and the industrialist became rich and powerful due 
to huge profits they made during the First World War. 

b. Thus they started opposing the colonial policies which restricted their business to expand. They 
had two demands - protection against the import of foreign goods and a favorable exchange ratio of 
rupee and sterling. 

c. According to the merchants and the industrialists the meaning of Swaraj was expansion of trade 
and business without restrictions by the colonial government. But they were disheartened due to 
the failure of the round table conference. 

 

 

Q. How did Gandhiji try to integrate the depressed classes into society? Explain any three points  

Gandhiji tried to integrate the depressed classes into society because: 
a. Gandhiji was of the  view  that  Swaraj  would  not come for hundred years if the problem of 

untouchability has not removed from the country. Gandhiji called them harijan’ means the 
children of God. 

b. Gandhiji fought for their temple entry  rights  and others rights such as access to public wells, 
schools and other public places. Gandhiji himself cleaned the toilets in order to dignify the 
work    of the sweepers and also urged the upper caste people to change their heart and 
thinking about these untouchables. 

c. In the Poona Pact, the depressed class people were given the reserved seats in the provincial and 

the central legislative council election but to be voted in by the general electorate. 

 

 



Q. How did BR Ambedkar try to improve the conditions of the depressed classes? Explain any three points.  

 

BR Ambedkar tried to improve the conditions of the depressed classes in the ‘ following ways: 
 
a. The Dalit leaders demanded reserved seats in the educational institutions and separate electorates 

so that would be getting seats in the legislative councils and thus politically empowered. The Dalits 
believed that these are the only ways through which they will be treated equally in the society. 

b. In the second Round Table Conference Dr. B.R. Ambedkar demanded separate electorates for the 
Dalits. 

c. Later on, Ambedkar accepted Gandhian view and in the Poona pact the depressed class people were 

given the reserved seats in the provincial and the central legislative council election but to be voted 
in by the general electorate. 

 

 

Q. Why did the rich peasants take part in the Civil Disobedience Movement? Give four reasons. 

  

d. The rich peasant communities of Gujarat (Patidars) and Uttar Pradesh (Jats) 
participated actively in the relaunched Civil Disobedience movement but they 5 were 
highly disappointed when Gandhiji called off the movement without revising the revenue 
rates. 

e. These rich peasants were the main producers of the commercial crops. Due to the trade 
depression, falling prices and disappeared cash income they were not able to pay the 
revenue and also the government refused to reduce the revenue.  

f. Their notion for Swaraj struggle was basically a struggle against high revenue paid to the 
government. 

 

 

Q. How did the industrialist relate to the Civil Disobedience Movement? Analyse their role. 

 

a. The Indian merchants and the industrialist became rich and powerful due to huge profits they made 
during the First World War. Thus they started opposing the colonial policies which restricted their 

business to expand.  

b. They had two demands — protection against the import of foreign goods and a favourable exchange 
ratio of rupee and sterling.  

c. In the year 1920 and 1927, Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress and the Federation of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industries were formed respectively by the Indian merchants 
and industrialist to organize their business interest. 

d. Purshottamdas Thakurdas and G.D. Birla were the prominent industrialist who supported the Civil 
Disobedience Movement, given financial assistance, refused to buy and sell the foreign goods and 
attacked the colonial control.  

e. According to  the  merchants  and the industrialists, the meaning of Swaraj was expansion of trade 
and business without restrictions by the colonial government. But they were disheartened due to the 
failure of the Round Table Conference. 

 

 

Q. Explain any five major problems posed by the First World War in India. 

 

1. The national movement in India took a new shape after the end of the First 
World War. Here onwards the national movement incorporated different new 
social groups and also developed newer modes of strug. 

2. Due to the First World War the economic and political situation of India was 



altered. The defence expenditure was financed by the war loans, the increased 
taxes and raising the custom duties. 

3. Introducing the income tax and increased prices of the commodities which 
caused economic hardship for the common people. 

4. For the continuous supply of the soldiers the villages were called upon and 
recruitment was done forcefully. 

5. There was a period of crop failure in many parts of the country which caused 
acute food shortages and millions of people perished due to the famine and 
the epidemics. 

 

 

Q. ‘Dalit participation was limited in the Civil Disobedience Movement’. Examine the statement. 

The untouchables who called themselves Dalits or oppressed were not taking part in any such movements due 

to the ignorance of the Congress and the fear     of offending the Sanatanis.  

a. But Gandhiji was of the view that Swaraj would not come for hundred years  if the 
problem of untouchability is not removed from the country. Gandhiji called them 
‘harijan’- which means the children of God. Gandhiji fought for their temple entry 

rights and other rights such as access to public wells, schools and other public 
places. 

b. Gandhiji himself cleaned the toilets in order to dignify the work of the sweepers and 
also  urged the upper caste people to change their heart and thinking about these  

                                                        untouchables. 

c. The Dalit leaders demanded reserved seats in the educational institutions and 
separate electorates so that would be getting seats in the legislative councils and 
thus become politically empowered. “The Dalits believed that these are the only 
ways through which they will be treated equally in the society. 

d. The Dalits organisations were quite strong in Maharashtra and Nagpur and 
therefore in these regions only they participated in the Civil Disobedience 

movement. 

e. In the Second Round Table Conference Dr. B.R.Ambedkar demanded separate 
electorates for  the Dalits. Against this Gandhiji began a fast unto death because he 
believed that separate electorates for the Dalits would slow down the process of 
national integration. 

        Later on Ambedkar accepted Gandhian view and in the Poona Pact the depressed class people were 
given the reserved seats in the provincial and the central legislative council election but to be voted in 
by the general electorate. 

 

 

Q. Examine the role of working class in Civil Disobedience Movement 

a. Most of the industrial workers did not participate in the Civil Disobedience movement as 
the industrialists were close to the Congress.  

b. Some of the industrial workers who participated in the Civil Disobedience movement 
were the Nagpur industrial workers who selectively adopted some of the Gandhian ideas 
such as boycott of the foreign goods.  

c. They participated in the movement as part of their own movement against the low wages 
and the poor working conditions in the industries. I 

d. n the year 1930 and 1932, the railway workers and the dock workers went on strike.  

e. The Chotanagpur   tin mines workers also protested in rallies wearing Gandhian caps and 
boycotted the campaigns. But the Congress was not willing to include their demands. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


