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Unit :2.1              The Aristocracy and the new middle class 

 

a. Socially and politically aristocracy was the dominant class on the continent. 

b. The members of this class were united by a common way of life that cut across regional 

divisions. 

c. Their families were often connected by ties if marriages. 

d. This powerful aristocracy was, however, numerically a small group. 

e. The majority of the population was made up of the peasantry. 

f. In western part and parts of central Europe the growth of towns and the emergence  

of commercial classes were  observed. 

g. Industrialization began in England in the second half of the eighteenth century, 

but in France and parts of the German states it occurred only during the nineteenth century. 

h. In its wake, new social groups came into being: a working-class population 

and middle classes made up of industrialists, businessmen, professional. 

i. It was among the educated, liberal middle classes that ideas of national unity the abolition 

 of aristocratic privileges gained popularity. 

 

Unit.2.2      What did Liberal Nationalism Stand for? 

 

Nation: “A nation is the culmination of a long past of endeavours, sacrifice and devotion……” 

a. The term ‘liberalism’ derives from the Latin root liber, meaning free. 

b. Liberalism stood for freedom for the individual and equality of all before the law. 

c. It emphasized the concept of government by consent. 

d. A constitution and representative government through parliament. 

e. it also stressed the inviolability of private property.  

f. The abolition of state-imposed restrictions on the movement of goods and capital. 



 

Zollverein and its impact 

 

a.  In 1834, a custom union or Zollverein was formed at the initiative of Prussia and joined by the  

most of the German states. 

b. The union abolished tariff barriers and reduced the number of currencies from thirty to two. 

c. The creation of network of railways further stimulated mobility. 

d. A wave of economic nationalism strengthened the wider nationalist’s interests. 

 

Unit2.3.             A New Conservation after 1815 

 

Conservatism:               A political philosophy that stressed the importance of tradition, established  

                                        Institutions and customs, preferred gradual development to quick change. 

a. Following the defect of Napoleon in 1815, European governments were driven  

by a spirit of conservatism. 

b. conservatives believed that traditional institutions of state and Society should be preserved. 

 

Major proposals of Vienna Congress 

 

a. In 1815, representatives of the European powers – Britain, Russia, Prussia and Austria 

– who had collectively defeated Napoleon, met at Vienna to draw up a settlement for Europe. 

b. The object was undo the changes that had come about in Europe during the Napoleonic wars. 

c. The Bourbon dynasty, which had been deposed during the French Revolution, was 

restored to power, and France lost the territories it had annexed under Napoleon. 

d. German confederation of 39 states that has been set up by Napoleon was left untouched. 

e. The main intention was to restore monarchies that had been overthrown by Napoleon and create a  

new Conservative order in Europe. 

 


