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Summary- 
Packing is a story about three friends who are getting ready to go for a journey. It follows the 
packing session of three friends, Jerome, Harris, and George. Thus, it begins with them starting the 
most important thing of a journey, packing! This story is an extract taken from Three Men in a 
Boat by Jerome K. Jerome. Jerome is the narrator himself and writes about the experience he has 
while his friends decide to start packing. Further, it takes us on a hilarious ride about three adults 
who struggle to do a basic thing as packing. It will take you through the nuisances they experience in 
addition to their dog, Montmorency’s contribution. Similarly, it also shows how his other two friends 
are not that great when it comes to packing. 
As Jerome, Harris, and George are ready to set out on a journey, they start packing for it. Being the 
narrator, Jerome describes how the packing experience went. We can see that Jerome is quite 
confident with his packing skills as he handles it all alone. While in reality, he wishes to simply 
supervise the packing session while making his friends do the work under him. However, they listen 
to him and let him handle it all by himself, while they sit and relax. This does not impress Jerome; 
nonetheless, he gets to it. 
Finally, after a long packing session, he packs the bag up while his friends watch him quietly do all 
the work. Soon, Harris tells him about the shoes that he did not pack and Jerome will have to reopen 
the bag to make space for them. Thus, after learning about the shoes, Jerome remembers his 
toothbrush which he did not pack. In order to find it, he empties the whole just for one toothbrush. 
Alas, he finds it inside a boot and packs the bag again. 
After that, we see that one more query arises for the soap by George. Consequently, this irritates 
Jerome so much that he does not pay heed to it and packs the bag anyway. However, to his mistake, 
he has to reopen it again due to his spectacles being locked inside the bag. This packing session 
finally concludes at 10 o’clock. 
So, we see that after taking such a long time to pack, Jerome’s other two friends pack the hampers 
themselves to show him how it’s actually done. However, they are also similarly gawky and break 
many things including a cup into pieces. Further, they squash tomatoes and tread on butter while 
also smashing the pies. In addition, there is salt flying here and there during this process. Thus, after 
much chaos, they try to put things back in order. 
However, it is not as successful as their pet dog, Montmorency, worsen things. He sits on things 
meant to be packed and climbs into the jam as well as crushes lemons as if they were rats. But, 
finally, the final packing ends at around 12:50 in the night. After a tiring packing session, they decide 
the time to get up for the next morning and George dozes off before engaging in this conversation. 
In the end, Jerome and Harris mark 6:30 as the wake-up time and go off to sleep. 
 
Conclusion- 
To sum up, Packing summary, we learn how packing can also be a tedious task, if not done correctly, 
and that life is always better with friends. 
 
 

 
 



Thinking about the Text 

 

Discuss in pairs and answer each question below in a short paragraph (30-40 words). 
1. How many characters are there in the narrative? Name them. (Don’t forget the dog!). 
Answer: 
There are four characters in the narrative. They are Jerome (the narrator), George, 
Harris and the dog named Montmorency. 

2. Why did the narrator (Jerome) volunteer to do the packing? 
Answer-.  
The narrator volunteered to do packing because he thought he was the best at packing. 
 

3. How did George and Harris react to this? Did Jerome like their reaction? 
Answer- 
 George and Harris readily accepted Jerome’s suggestion. George spread himself 
over the easy-chair and Harris put his legs on the table. 
No, Jerome did not like their reaction. 
 

4. What was Jerome’s real intention when he offered to pack? 
Answer- 
 Jerome's real intention was to supervise the work. He wanted Harris and George to work under his 
guidance and instructions. 
 

5. What did Harris say after the bag was shut and strapped? Why do you think he waited till then to 
ask? 
Answer- 
 After the bag was shut and strapped, Harris asked the narrator to put the boots in the bag. He had 
waited till then to ask with an intention to irritate the narrator and ridicule his packing skills. 
 

6. What “horrible idea” occurred to Jerome a little later? 
Answer- 
The "horrible idea" that occurred to Jerome a little later was whether he had packed his toothbrush 
or not. Whenever he travelled he could never remember if he had packed his toothbrush or not. He 
said that toothbrush was a thing that haunted him when he was travelling and made his life a misery. 
 

7. Where did Jerome finally find the toothbrush? 
Answer- 
Jerome unpacked the bag to find his brush. But he could not find it. Then, he started putting the 
things back one by one, and held everything up and shook it. Finally he found the tooth brush inside 
a boot. 
 

8. Why did Jerome have to reopen the packed bag? 
Answer- 
 Jerome had to reopen the bag because he found that he had packed his spectacles in it. 
 



9. What did George and Harris offer to pack and why? 
Answer 
George and Harris offered to pack the hampers because it was getting late and they thought that 
they should do the rest of the packing. They also wanted to show off their packing skills to Jerome. 
 

10.(To be done by students) 

 

II. What does Jerome say was Montmorency’s ambition in life? What do you think of 
Montmorency and why? 
Answer: 
According to Jerome, Montmorency’s ambition in life is to interfere with others and be abused. He is 
a mischievous little dog who loves creating troubles for others. If people shout at him or throw 
things at his head, he feels his day has not been wasted. His highest aim and object was to get 
somebody to stumble over him and curse him steadily for an hour.  
Montmorency, a dog, is born with such silly characteristics or say the sins that makes him do things 
like that. 
 
 

II. Discuss in groups and answer the following questions in two or three paragraphs (100 −150 
words) 
1. Of the three, Jerome, George and Harris, who do you think is the best or worst packer? Support 
your answer with details from the text. 
Answer: 
Of the three, Jerome is the best packer because he knew how to arrange things in order. Though, he 
often forgets to pack certain things or gets confused, he knows what to keep first and what to keep 
last. On the other hand, Harris and George create a mess all around. Harris packs the strawberry jam 
on top of a tomato and smashes it. George treads on the butter. He gets it off from his slipper and 
puts it in the kettle. He puts it down on a chair and Harris sits on it. It sticks to him and then they 
look for it all over the room. In this way they make everything such a mess. 
 
 

2. How did Montmorency ‘contribute’ to the packing? 
Answer: 
Montmorency contributed his best to make the packing task even more tiresome and messy. 
Montmorency wanted to be a perfect nuisance and make others mad. 
He came and sat down on things, just when they were about to be packed. He put his leg into the 
jam and worried the teaspoons. He also pretended that the lemons were rats. So he got into the 
hamper and killed three of them. 
Harris blamed Jerome for encouraging the dog. However, Jerome said that a dog like Montmorency 
did not require any encouragement. It was a natural and original sin that was born in him, which 
made him do things like that. 
 

3.(To be done on your own) 

 

 
 



Extra Questions and Answers. (Short Answer Type) 
 
Question 1. 
The author remarks, “It’s my energetic nature, I can’t help it.” What did he mean by it? 
Answer: 
The author remarks that he can’t sit idle and see other people slaving and working. He wanted to get 
up and supervise his friends in packing. But his offer was taken otherwise and his friends left the 
entire work of packing to him. 
 

Question 2. 
How did George and Harris feel while packing? 
Answer: 
George and Harris were not good packers. They were nervous and excited. In excitement, they 
stepped on the things and messed up everything. They were in utter confusion. Jerome tried to help 
them when they got irritated. 
 

 Long Answer Type 
 
Question 1. 
What did the author want to do when he offered his help? How was he misunderstood? Do you 
think Jerome was a show-off while offering his help? What would you have done if you were 
Jerome? 
Answer: 
The author Jerome volunteered his expertise in packing. He just wanted to act as a boss and 
superintend them. But they misunderstood him and made him do the entire packing. Yes, I think 
Jerome accepted the work of packing just to show off his skill. His intention was not to pack the 
things voluntarily, it was an intention to superintend his friends. 
He wanted to act as their boss. It is human nature. But his friends were smarter. They sat leisurely 
and watched him doing the packing. It irritated Jerome. If I had been in place of Jerome, I would not 
have accepted the work just to boss over them or just to show off my skill. I would have accepted 
the work to help them without any expectations. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note- This content has been prepared at home. 

 


