
   Class Notes 

Class: XII 

 

Topic: Chapter 15 Framing the Constitution The 

Beginning of a New Era�

 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

 

NOTES: 

View of Santhanam on Powers of Centre and State: 

�� K Santhanam said reallocation of power was necessary, not only to strengthen the state but 

also the centre. He said if centre is overburdened with responsibility it could not function 

properly. So it is important that some powers to the state should be transferred. 

�� Again, Santhanam said states should be given appropriate fiscal provision so that they can work 

independently and they do not need to depend on centre for even nominal expenditure, 

�� Santhanam and many others predicted dark future if allocation is not done properly. He further 

said that province might revolt against centre and centre will break, as excessive power is 

centralized in the constitution. 

 

Need for Strong Government: 

�� The need for strong government had been further reinforced by the events of partition. Many 

leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, BR Ambedkar, Gopalaswami Ayyangar etc advocated for strong 

centre. 

�� Before Partition the Congress had agreed to grant considerable autonomy to the provinces. 

This was agreed to satisfy the Muslim League. But after partition, there was no political 

pressure and violence aftermath of partition gave further fillip to centralized power. 

The Language of the Nation: 

�� In the Constituent Assembly issues over national language was intensely debated over months. 

Language was an emotional issue and it was related to culture and heritage of the particular 

region. 

�� By 1930s, Congress and Mahatma Gandhi accepted Hindustani as National language. 

Hindustani language was easy to understand and was a popular language among large section 

of India. Hindustani developed with the interaction of diverse culture and language. 

�� Hindustani language was chiefly made up of Hindi and Urdu but it also contained words of 

another language. But unfortunately, the language also suffered from communal politics. 

Gradually, Hindi and Urdu started moving apart. Hindi started using more Sanskritise words 

similarly Urdu became more persianised. Even then, Mahatma Gandhi retained his faith in 

Hindustani. He felt that Hindustani was a composite language for all Indians. 

A Plea for Making Hindi as National Language: 

�� RV Dhulekar, a member of constituent assembly made a strong plea to make Hindi as national 

language and language in which constitution should be made. The plea evoked strong 

opposition. 

�� Language committee of assembly produced a report in which it tried to resolve the issue by 



deciding that Hindi in devanagri script would be an official language but transition to Hindi 

world be a gradual process and for initial 15 years after Independence, English to be used as 

official language. 

�� Provinces were allowed to choose one language for official work within the province. 

The Fear of Domination of Hindi: 

�� SG Durgabai, a member of constituent assembly said that there is intense opposition against 

Hindi in South India. 

�� After the eruption of controversy regarding the language, there is a fear in the opponent that 

Hindi is antagonistic to provincial language and it cuts the root of provincial language and 

cultural heritage associated with it. 

�� She had accepted Hindustani as language of people but the language is being changed. Words 

from Urdu and regional languages were removed. This move erodes the inclusive and 

composite character of Hindustani, and due to this, anxieties and fear developed in the mind of 

people of different language groups. 

Many members felt that issue of Hindi as a national language must be treated cautiously and the 

aggressive tenor and speech will only create fear in non-Hindi speaking people and will further 

complicate the issue. There should be mutual understanding between different stake holders 

TEXTUAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. What were the arguments in favour of greater power to the provinces? 

Ans: K.Santharam, a member from the Madras defended the rights of the states in the Constituent 

Assembly.  

1.� He emphasised the need to strengthen the states.  

2.� He was not in favour of vesting more powers with the Centre.  

3.� He was of the opinion the Centre would not be able to perform its duties efficiently in case it 

is over-burdened. The Centre will become automatically strong if all states are made 

stronger.  

4.� He advocated that the Centre should be given less powers and states should be given more 

powers. Proposed allocation of powers between the Centre and States was also a matter of 

concern for K. Santharam.  

5.� He felt that such a distribution of power would cripple the states. 

 

2. Why did Mahatma Gandhi think Hindustani should be the national language? 

Ans: Mahatma Gandhi thought that Hindustani should be the national language 

1.� It was a blend of Hindi and Urdu and was a popular language of a large section of the people 

of India. Over the years it had incorporated words and terms from very many different 

sources.  

2.� It was understood by people from various regions.  

3.� Mahatma Gandhi thought that this multi-cultural language would be the ideal language of 

communication between diverse communities.  

4.� It could unify the Hindus and Muslims, and people of the north and the south.  

5.� It also stated that to confine oneself to Hindi or Urdu would be a crime against intelligence 

and the spirit of patriotism. 



 

1.� 3. What connection did some of the members of the Constituent Assembly make between 

the political situation of the time and the need for a strong Centre? 

Ans: On 15 of August 1947, India became independent from the British rule. It was declared 

an independent country. But this independence was painful also.  

2.� India was divided and Pakistan came into existence. This partition was marred with 

communal violence. So many leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and Ambedkar favoured a strong 

Central Government for India. For their view they referred riots and violence that were 

ripping the nation apart. 

3.� It was also felt that a strong centre was the need of the hour. Most of the members of the 

constituent Assembly also supported this view. Any deviation from this might jeopardize the 

interests of the nation. Peace, prosperity and political stability was not possible in case of a 

weak centre. It would fail to coordinate vital matters of common concern. 

4.� So Gopalaswami Ayyangar appealed to all the members of the Constituent Assembly that” 

the Centre should be made as strong as possible.” 

 

5.� It was also felt that only a strong and united centre could plan for the well-being of the 

country. Balakrishna Sharma also stated the similar view. It was also felt that it would 

mobilize all the resources, ensure strong defence against any aggressor and establish a 

proper administration. 

 

6.� Almost all the members of the Constituent Assembly supported a strong central government. 

They felt that it was necessary to check chaos, communal violence and to usher economic 

development of the country. 

 

4. How did the Constituent Assembly seek to resolve the language controversy? 

Ans: India is very big country. It has many different regions. Different varieties of people live here 

and speak different languages. So for a new nation like India it was necessary to give proper 

attention to the intricacies of different languages. 

1.� Hindustani: Hindustani was a choice for the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi. Congress had 

already decided to adopt Hindustani as the national language of the country.  

2.� Mahatma Gandhi was also in favour of adopting Hindustani as the national language and 

supported strongly for this view. He argued that everyone should speak in a language which 

is understood by most of the common people. Hindustani was not a new language. It was a 

blend of Hindi and Urdu. It was enriched by the interaction of diverse cultures and spoken by 

most of the people of the country. 

3.� Hindi: R.V. Dhulekar pleaded in favour of Hindi for adopting it as the national language. He 

came from the United Province and a Congressman. He wanted that Hindi should be used as 

language of constitution-making. He even said that those who did not know Hindustani were 

not worthy to be the members of the Constituent Assembly. 

4.� Report of the Language Committee: The language Committee of the Constituent Assembly 

suggested a compromise formula in its report. It suggested that Hindi in Devnagri script 

should be the official language of the country and tried to resolve the issue. It also suggested 

that transition from English to Hindi should be gradual. It was also suggested that during first 

fifteen years since adoption of the Constitution, English would continue to serve as for official 

purposes. So it was clear that the Language Committee referred Hindi as the official language 

not the national language. 



5.� Threat to South: The members of the Constituent Assembly who belonged to the Southern 

India were apprehensive of the view. They felt that Hindi would be a threat to their provincial 

languages. Shankar Rao from Bombay. T.A. Ramalingam Chettiar and Mrs. G. Durgabai of 

Madras suggested that issue of language required utmost care and needed to be handled 

efficiently and dextrally. Hindi should not be thrust upon the people of South India. 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

1.� 5. Why is ‘Objective Resolution’ of Nehru considered as momentous resolution? Give two 

reasons?  

Ans: Objective resolution was considered as momentous resolution because: 

2.� It outlined the defining ideals of Constitution of Independent India and provided framework 

within which constitution making was to be proceeded. 

3.� It proclaimed India to be an “Independent Sovereign Republic”. 

 

6. Mention any two arguments given by Balakrishna Sharma for greater power to the centre.  

Ans: Balakrishna Sharma said following things in favour for greater power to the centre: 

1.� He said strong centre could plan for well-being of the country and it can mobilise the 

available economic resources of the country. 

2.� Strong centre can establish proper administration and defend the country against foreign 

invasion. 

 

7. Describe the different arguments made in favour of protection on of depressed class in the 

Constituent Assembly.  

Ans: The following arguments were made in favour of protection of depressed classes in the 

Constituent Assembly: 

1. It was realised that the depressed classes especially tribals and untouchables needed special 

attention and safeguards to raise their status in society and provide them equality. But some 

members of the depressed class emphasised that the problem of the “Untouchables” could not be 

resolved through protection and safeguards alone. 

2. These members believed that the disabilities of the depressed class were caused by the social 

norms and the moral values of caste divided society. The depressed class had been left in isolation 

with this belief that they are not born to be fit in the civil society. 

Their suffering was due to their systematic marginalisation. They had no access to education and 

also had no share in the administration. 

Thus, in the Constituent Assembly many recognised that social discrimination could not solve only 

through constitutional legislation, there had to be a change in the attitudes within society. 

 

8. “The discussions within the Constituent Assembly were also influenced by the opinions 

expressed by the public”. 

Examine the statement.  



Ans: The public opinion had a considerable effect on the discussions of the Constituent Assembly 

that were: 

1.� There was public debate on all the resolutions. 

2.� The newspapers reported the arguments presented by different members on any issue. 

3.� Criticisms and counter criticism in the press shaped the nature of the consensus that was 

ultimately reached on specific issues. 

4.� Suggestions from the public was also welcomed which created a sense of collective 

participation. 

5.� Many linguistic minorities demanded protection of their mother tongue. Religious minorities 

asked for special safeguards. 

6.� The groups’ low caste or dalits demanded an end to ill-treatments by upper caste people and 

reservation of separate seats on the basis of their population in legislatures. 

7.� Important issues of cultural rights and social justice raised in the public discussions were 

debated in the Assembly. 

8.� In the same way, groups of religious minorities came forward and asked for special 

safeguards. 

 

9. “A communist member Somnath Lahiri saw the dark hand of British, imperialism hanging over 

the deliberations of the Constituent Assembly”. Examine the statement and give your own views 

in support of your answer.  

Ans: The statement implies that Somnath Lahiri saw the influence of the British imperialism over the 

deliberations of the Constituent Assembly. 

As a result, he urged the members to completely free themselves from the influences of imperial 

rule. During the winter of 1946-47, when the assembly was constituted, the British were still in India. 

An interim administration headed by Jawaharlal Nehru was in place, but it could only operate under 

the directions of the viceroy and the British Government in London. Lahiri exhorted his colleagues to 

realise that the Constituent Assembly 

 


