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9. Answer the following questions briefly. 

 

(i) What do you understand by human poverty? 

Ans. It exists when people live under low standards. In this situation, people generally don’t have adequate access 
to basic human needs (food, Shelter, clean water, clothing, medication etc.). 

 

(ii) Who are the poorest of the poor? 

Ans. A poor is an individual who does not have the minimum essential necessities of life. Women, female infant and 
elderly are considered to the poorest of the poor. 

 

(iii) What are the main features of the national Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005? 

Ans. a) It guarantees the 100days of wage employment in the financial year to a rural household whose adult 
members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 
b) One-third of the proposed job will be reserved for women. 
c) This scheme was initially started in 200 districts. Later on, scheme will be further extended to 600 districts. 
d) If the applicant is not employed within 15 days, then he/she will be entitled to a daily unemployment 
allowance. 

 

Additional/Extra questions (short) 

1. What is poverty? 

 Ans. Poverty is a situation in which a person is unable to satisfy minimum basic necessities of life, i.e., food, clothing, 
shelter, education, health, etc. 

 

2. What are the 2 methods of measuring poverty line? 

Ans. There are two methods of measuring poverty line— 
i) Consumption expenditure 
ii) Income method 

 

3. How is poverty defined by the World Bank? 

Ans. Poverty is defined by the World Bank as living on less than $1.90 per day. 
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4. How do you define Vulnerability to poverty? 

Ans. Vulnerability to poverty is a measure, which describes the greater probability of certain communities or individuals 
of becoming, or remaining poor in the coming years. 
                            Vulnerability describes the greater probability of being more adversely affected than other people when 
bad time comes for everybody, whether a flood or an earthquake or simply a fall in the availability of jobs. 

 

5. What is the accepted average calorie requirement in India? 

Ans. The accepted average calorie requirement in India is 2400 calories per person per day in rural areas and 2100 
calories per person day in urban areas. 

 

6. How is the poverty line estimated periodically? Name an organization which is responsible for 

estimating poverty. 
Ans. The poverty line is estimated periodically by conducting sample surveys. 
This surveys are carried out by the National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO) 

 

7. Which of the main factor responsible for the reduction of poverty in the following states: 

i) Punjab 

ii) Kerela 

              iii)West Bengal 

              iV)Tamil Nadu 

Ans. Punjab- poverty has been reduced due to high agricultural growth rate. 
         Kerala- Poverty has been reduced through land reform measures. 
         West Bengal- Poverty has been reduced through land reform measures. 
         Tamil Nadu- Poverty has been reduced through proper public distribution system. 

 

8. What led to the substantial decline in poverty in China? 

Ans. The substantial decline in poverty in China has been a result of rapid economic growth and massive investment in 
development of human resource. 
 

 

9. The current anti-poverty program consists of two planks. Name them. 

Ans. The two planks of the current anti-poverty programs are: 

1. Promotion of economic growth 
2. Targeted anti- poverty programs. 

 

10. What are the dimensions of poverty? 

Ans. Poverty means hunger and lack of shelter. Poverty means lack of clean water and sanitation facilities. It also means 
lack of a regular job at minimum decent level. Above all, it means living with a sense of helplessness. 

 

11. What are the social indicators of poverty line? 

Ans. Prevalent factors like literacy levels, lack of general resistance due to malnutrition, lack of access to health care, 
lack of job opportunities, lack of access to safe drinking water, sanitation, etc. are the social indicators of poverty as seen 
by social scientists. 
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12. How is Social Exclusion practiced in India? 

Ans. It is a process through which individuals or groups are excluded from facilities, benefits, opportunities that others 
are enjoying. 
For ex. – Working of the caste system in India in which people belonging to certain cast are excluded from equal 
opportunities. Social exclusion can be both a cause as well as a consequence of poverty. 

13. How does a country measure its poverty line? 

Ans. Each country uses an imaginary line that is considered appropriate for its existing level of development and its 
accepted minimum social norms.  
For example, a person not having a car in the United States may be considered poor. 
In India, owning of a car is still considered a luxury. 

 

14. How did unemployment lead to poverty? 

Ans. There is a direct and positive relationship between unemployment and poverty. Unemployment leads 
to poverty and poverty in turn leads to unemployment. An unemployed person has no means to earn money and 
cannot fulfill his own and his family's basic needs. Unemployment creates poverty due to the loss of income. 
For eg. When a person is jobless, he/she cannot earn better income, and due to the lack of income their families 
cannot meet living expenses. 
 

 

 


