
 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII 
 

Topic:  On the Face of It 
 

Subject: English Core  
 

Author: Susan Hill 

 

Theme:           Optimism, different perspectives in life 

Sub-theme:    Outlook of society towards differently abled people, alienation 

Setting:           A garden 

Main Characters:  Mr. Lamb, Derry (Derek), Derek’s mother 

 

About the author: 

Dame Susan Hill, born on 5 February, 1942 in North Yorkshire, England is an English author  

of fiction and non-fiction works. Her novels include The Woman in Black, The Mist in the 
Mirror 

 and I'm the King of the Castle, for which she received the Somerset Maugham Award in  

1971. She was appointed Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) 

in the 2012 Birthday Honours  and Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire 

DBE) in the 2020 Birthday Honours, both for services to literature. 

 

Points to remember: 

✓ Derry enters the garden of Mr. Lamb feeling he is not noticed by anyone. 

✓ Mr. Lamb tells him to mind the apples and strikes a conversation with him. 

✓ Derry feels that he has been caught and wanted to go away but got entangled in the 
conversation. 

✓ Mr. Lamb tries to convince Derry that garden is open for all and he is no exception. 

✓ Derry gets suspicious and kept on asking questions to Mr. Lamb 

✓ Lamb informs him about his problem and tried to boost the morale of Derry. 

✓ Derry informs him what people think about him and; even his mother kisses on his 
other cheek. 

✓ Mr. Lamb kept on convincing him to see the world as whole and understand the 
beauty of it. 

✓ Mr. Lamb gives him the example of bees and grass and tells him a story of a man 
who locked himself in a room out of fear. 

✓ Derry contradicts with many logical observations and inhibitions. 

✓ Mr. Lamb slowly puts a positive thought process into his mind and told that he is his 
friend. 

✓ Derry tells him that he might go from there and never come back and he won’t be his 
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friend. He asks him whether he could come back again. 

✓ Derry also told Mr. Lamb that if he came others would run away. He then asked how 
he takes down the apples. Mr. Lamb answered that he had learnt many things to do. 

✓ He then told him that his mother wanted him to go back and inform her. He is pained 
from the behaviour of his mother too but he resolved to come back and help Mr. 
Lamb. 

✓ Mr. Lamb slowly said that he is not going to come which showed his real feeling of 
loneliness. 

✓ Derry reached to his mother and informed her that he wanted to go back. Mother 
warned him against it. 

✓ He said that he won’t be able to go back anywhere  if he didn’t go there. He ran 
towards the garden. 

✓ The moment he reached there he listened the branch shifting and creaking sound. 

✓ He saw that Mr. lamb had fallen down. He tried to awaken Mr. Lamb repeatedly 
saying that he had come back. 

 

 
 (Image Courtesy: Google) 

 

IMPORTANT EXPRESSIONS- 



 

✓ Crab Apples- A different variety 

✓ Not on my account- Not because of me 

✓ Scrump- Steal/Spoil 

✓ Dribble- Fall/Trip 

✓ Daft- Insane 

✓ Tentatively- Doubtfuly 

Think and answer: 

❖ How does Mr. Lamb try to remove the baseless fears of Derry? 

❖ What did Derry’s mother think of Mr. Lamb? 

❖ Why does Mr. Lamb leave his gate always open? 

❖ What peculiar things does Derry notice about the old man, Lamb? 

❖ Do you feel the ending of the story is justified? Suggest any other ending to the story. 

 

Content prepared absolutely from home. 


