
 
‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII Topic: CH.2 KINGS, FARMERS AND TOWNS. 

Subject:  HISTORY 

 

Q.1.This is a statement made by one of the best known epigraphists of the twentieth century, D.C. Sircar:  

“There is no aspect of life, culture and activities of the Indians that is not reflected in inscriptions.” Discuss. 

Ans: Inscription are important source of study the past. 

Epigraphist, D. C. Sircar’s statement is partially true because not all cultural aspects and activities of the  

Indians are reflected in inscriptions. 

 For instance, routine agricultural practices and daily life experiences find no mention in them; they 

 Focus on land grand and ritual ceremonies. 

 However, short votive inscriptions of the second century tell us about washing folk, weavers, scribes,  

 carpenters, potters, goldsmiths, blacksmiths, officials merchants and their crafts. 

 They also mention the guilds, organizations of craft producers and merchants and their various  

production activities. 

Q.2.Describe briefly the sources for reconstructing the history of the Gupta rulers? 
Ans:- 

 Literary sources 

 Description by foreigners - e.g.Fahiyan. 

 By Prashastis - Harisena Prashastis in Prayag. 

 With the help of coins issued by various Kings 

 With the help of Inscriptions 

Q.3. James Princep provided a new direction to Indian political history how? 
Ans: 

 He deciphered two scripts - Brahmi, Kharoshti. 

 These inscriptions were used earliest inscriptions and coins 

 He throws light on Mauryan ruler Ashoka 

 - The research of James Princep gave a new direction to Indian political history 

 - Scholars - (both Indian and Europeans) used the inscription and coins to draw information about the  

                major dynasty. 

Q. 4. What method did the Kushanas adopt to attain upper social status? 
Ans: 

 They represented themselves as a divine figure (Explanation). 

 They prefixed the title Devaputra before their name which means the son of God. 
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 They show themselves as Divine Kings. 

 They constructed their vast statues. 

 

CHAPTER-5 THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS. 

 

 

 Comparative study of the three Travellers of the Medieval Period 

Name of the 
traveller 

Al-Biruni Ibn-Battuta Francois Bernier 

Date of Travelling 11th century 14thcentury 17th century 

Country which 
they come 

Uzbekistan North western Africa 
Morocco 

France 

Book wrote ‘Kitab-ul-Hind “Rihla ‘Travel in the 
Mughal Empire” 

Language of Book Arabic Arabic English 

Reign of King 
During visited 

Sultan Mahmud of 
Ghazni 

Sultan Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq 

Mughal Emperor 
Shahjahan & 
Aurangzeb 

Subject Matter on 
which they wrote 

Social 
&Religious condition 
Indian Philosophy, 
Astronomy, Metrology, 
Judiciary, Historical 
knowledge, Caste 
system 

The coconut & the 
Paan, Indian cities & 
agriculture, Trade & 
commerce, 
Communication & 
postal system, slavery. 

Sati Pratha, 
ownership of land, 
kinds of towns, the 
Imperial karkhanas 
Mughal Artisans. 

Authenticity of 
work 

Authentic Not Authentic Authentic 

 


