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   Class Notes 
Class:  VIII 
 

Topic: Land,Soil,Water, Natural Vegetation and Wildlife  
                              Resources 

Subject: SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 

                                                              NCERT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1.Which are the two main climatic factors responsible for soil formation? 

ANS-Temperature and rainfall are the two main climatic factors responsible for soil formation. 

 

2.Write any three reasons for land degradation today. 

ANS-Deforestation,increasing use of chemicals (pesticides and fertilisers) in agricultural land and 
Overgrazing are the three factors responsible for land degradation. 

 

3.Why is land considered an important resource? 

ANS-Land provides habitation to a wide variety of plants and animals.  
It is also being used by human being for agriculture, mining, forest resources and building houses and 
roads. That is why, it is considered as an important resource 
 

4.Name any 3 steps that government has taken to conserve plants and animals. 

ANS-Government set up national park, wildlife sanctuaries and biosphere reserves for protecting natural 
vegetation and wildlife. 
 
It has banned the killing of lions, tigers, deer, great Indian bustards and peacocks. 

It has prohibited the trade of the species of plants and animals protected under the international 
agreements CITES. 
 

5.Suggest 3 ways to conserve water. 

ANS-The suggestions for conserving waters are as follows: 
• Rain water harvesting. 

 
• Replenishing ground water by promoting afforestation. 

• Reducing the wastage of water, making more aware the people 

 

Q-II.  State whether the given statement is true or false. If true, give the reasons. 
(i) Ganga–Brahmaputra plain of India is an overpopulated region. 

True: River valley and plains offer suitable land for agriculture. Hence, they are densely populated. 
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(ii) Water availability per person in India is declining. 

True: Increasing population, increasing urbanization, the rising standards of living and the rising demands 
for food and cash crops are leading to shortages in supply of fresh water. The shortages are either due to 
drying up of water sources or water pollution. 

 

(iii) Rows of trees planted in the coastal areas to check the wind movement is called 
intercropping. 
False: Rows of trees are planted to check the wind movement and protect soil cover. These are called as 
shelterbelts. 

 

(iv). Human interference and changes of climate can maintain the ecosystem. 

False:  Climate change and human interferences can cause the loss of natural habitats, and hence 
destroy the ecosystem. 
 

EXTRA QUESTIONS 

1.What are the factors of soil formation? 

ANS-Parent Rock-It determines colour,texture,chemical properties,mineral content etc. 

        Relief-It determines the accumulation of soil and also altitude and slope. 

        Climate-Temperature and Rainfall influences the rate of weathering and humus. 

         Flora,Fauna and Microorganism-They affect the rates of humus formation. 

        Time-It determines the thickness of soil profile. 

 

2.What are the methods of soil conservation? 

ANS-(i)Mulching-The bare ground between plants is covered with a layer of organic matter like straw.It helps 
to retain  soil moisture. 
(ii)Contour barriers-Stones,grass,soil are used to build barriers along contours.Trenches are made in front of 
the barriers to collect water. 
(iii)Rock dam-Rocks are piled up to slow down the flow of water.This prevents gullies and further soil loss. 
(iv)Terrace farming-These are made on the steep slopes so that flat surfaces are available to grow crops.They 
can reduce surface run-off and soil erosion. 
(v)Intercropping-Different crops are grown in alternate rows and are sown at different times to protect the 
soil from rain wash. 
 

3.Differentiate between evergreen and deciduous forest. 
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