
   Class Notes 
Class: XI 
 

Topic: The Voice of the Rain by Walt Whitman 

Subject: English 
 

 

About the Poet 

Walt Whitman (May 31, 1819 – March 26, 1892) was an American poet, essayist, and journalist. 
A humanist, he was a part of the transition between transcendentalism and realism, incorporating both 
views in his works. Whitman is among the most influential poets in the American canon, often called the 
father of free verse, though he did not invent it. 

 

Theme 

The poem ‘The Voice of the Rain' by Walt Whitman signifies the eternal role that the rain plays in 
nurturing, quenching and purifying the various elements of Earth. The rain returns the favour to its 
place of origin from where it rises unseen from the depths of the water and from the land. 
 

Analysis of the Poem 

Introduction: 
The poem ‘The Voice of the Rain’ written by Walt Whitman is about the poet’s imaginary conversation with 
rain droplets. In the end, he says that his poetry is like the rain droplets as both of them play a crucial role 
in the world- of making it livelier. 
The poem is a free verse without any rhyme scheme. It lacks a specific form, metre and consists of single 
stanza having 9 lines. 

Summary: 

The poet is in an imaginary conversation with the rain which he calls ‘the soft-falling shower’. He asks the 
rain, “And who art thou?” to which, he says, strangely, the rain replies. The poet translates for the readers 
to understand what the rain answered. The rain tells the poet in her ‘voice’ that she is the Poem of Earth. In 
a way, the sound of raindrops falling on the ground is ‘voice of rain’ according to the poet which is musical. 

The rain further tells the poet that it keeps rising forever in the form of vapours which are ‘impalpable’  ‘out 
of the land and the bottomless sea’ to the ‘heaven’. 

There, the vapours form clouds. Their form is changed yet their basic structure remains the same. Now the 
rain comes down ‘to lave’ the droughts, atomies and dust-layers of the whole world. 
 
The rain says that if it would not have done so, the trees would have been just the seeds-
 unborn and undeveloped. It keeps giving life to its own origin i.e. it cleanses and nourishes the earth to 
make it pure and beautiful. 
 
In the final lines, the poet draws a parallel between rain and music as both has the ability to soothe. Both of 
them rejuvenate and heal life. Hence the poet, in the poem, tries to show the significance of his poetry. As 
rain is to the earth, poetry is to mankind. 

Central Idea 

The central idea of the poem The Voice of the Rain is that both rain and poetry hold a significant position on 

the earth. The rain originates from the bottom of the seas In the form of water vapours. The rise to the sky 



and from there they fall down on the earth and help the life to exist and flourish. Similarly, the poetry 

originates from the heart of the poet and goes to different people who appreciate and criticize it. But in the 

end, love comes for the poet from all the directions. 

 

Poetic Devices 

1) Personification (human attributes lent to inanimate objects)- voice lent to rain 
2) Metaphor (implied comparison)- “I am the Poem of Earth”  
3) Hyperbole (exaggeration for effect)- ‘bottomless sea’ 
4) Oxymoron (contradictory terms joined together for an effect)  - day and night, reck’d and 

unreck’d 
5) Paradox (a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense and 

yet is perhaps true)- “I give back life to my own origin” 
6) Parallelism (connection and similarity)- between rain and song of a poet (last two lines) 
7) Imagery (mental pictures)- ‘soft falling shower’, ‘I rise impalpable out of the land…’,  

‘descend to lave the droughts…’ etc. 
 

Textual Questions: 

I. Think it Out ( Use the given value points to frame your own answers) 

1. There are two voices in the poem. Who do they belong to? Which lines indicate this? 

Ans: Poet and rain. Lines 1 and 3. 

2. What does the phrase “strange to tell” mean? 

Ans: Poet’s surprise at the rain’s reply. 

3. There is a parallel drawn between rain and music. Which words indicate this? Explain the similarity 
between the two. 

Ans: Last two lines. Song issues from singer- travels to reach others- returns to its creator with all due love. 
Rain originates from earth- fulfills its role- returns to its origin. 

4. How is the cyclic movement of rain brought out in the poem? Compare it with what you have learnt in 
science. 

Ans: Vapour rises- transforms into vague clouds- descend to earth. Water cycle- evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation. 

5. Why are the last two lines put within brackets? 

Ans: Not a part of the conversation between the poet and rain 

6. List the pairs of opposites found in the poem. 

Ans: Rise- descend, Day- night, Reck’d- unreck’d 

Extra Questions (SAQ): (Use the key words to write complete answers) 

1) Explain “I give life to my own origin” in the poem ‘The Voice of the Rain’. 

Ans: The rain falls to the earth where it rose from- gives life to seeds and plants- supports all life on the 
planet. 

2) There is a parallel drawn between rain and music in the poem ‘The Voice of the Rain’. Explain. 

Ans: Rain and music are similar -return to the place of their origin -spread happiness all round- Rain returns 



to earth -brings new life and happiness- music enriches the singer with love and admiration of the listeners. 

3) Justify the title of the poem 

Ans: Title justified- poem about eternal process of rain and its benefits. 
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