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Poem at a glance 

The poem ‘No Men Are Foreign’ begins and ends with the same line- ‘Remember no men are 
strange, no countries foreign’ as the poet wants to emphasize on the fact that all the people living on 
this Earth are the same and that we have created distinctions by erecting borders and fences, 
different languages, etc. While we are alive, we walk on the same Earth and upon our death, we will 
lie in our graves in the same earth. He draws another similarity that we all enjoy good food during 
peace and starve during war and in winter time. We all have similar hands which we use to do a lot of 
hard work. All of us have eyes which remain open when we are awake and close when we are 
asleep. He reminds the reader that whenever we hate someone, we cheat and hate ourselves. Also, 
when we pick up weapons against someone, we pollute the Earth and make it impure with the huge 
mounds of dead bodies strewn on it. 

 

Question 1. 

1. “Beneath all uniforms…” What uniforms do you think the poet is speaking about? 
2. How does the poet suggest that all people on earth are the same? 

Answer: 

1. The poet speaks about the various dresses that people of various countries wear but beneath them, 
the human body is same. 

2. The poet says that nobody is different and peculiar. No country is foreign. A single body breathes 
beneath all uniforms. Moreover, the land is the same everywhere. 

Question 2. 
In stanza 1, find five ways in which we all are alike. Pick out the words. 
Answer: 
In the first stanza the poet says that there is no difference between the body of a citizen of one country 
and the citizen of another country. We have same kind of body; we wear same kind of clothes. We walk on 
the same planet, and the end of each individual is the same. 

Question 3. 
How many common features can you find in stanza 2? Pick out the words. 
Answer: 

The following common features are given in the stanzas: 

1. sun 
2. air 
3. water, 
4. Peaceful harvests required for human survival 
5. same hands 

Question 4. 
“… whenever we are told to hate our brothers….” When do you think this happens? Why? Who 
‘tells’ us? Should we do as we are told at such times What does the poet say? 
Answer: 
Sometimes some selfish people instigate the innocent to harm others. They do it for their own benefit. The 
common or ordinary man does not understand their tricks and starts hating his fellow human beings. They 



tell them to cause riots. The poet says that one should not follow anybody’s advice without brooding over 
it. The poet repeatedly says that there is no difference in them and the foreigners. The people of the entire 

world are the same. 

Question 5( Extra) 

“In every land is common life/ That all can recognise and understand.” What does the poet imply 
when he mentions ‘common life’.  

Here the poet is talking about the lifestyle of the common folk. According to the poet, people in different 
lands have pretty similar lifestyle that can be understood by anybody. 

Question 6 (Extra) 

What does the poet mean when he says “ in their lines we read/A labour not different from our 
own” 

The poet is talking about the lines and marks on the palms of people. According to him, our efforts, with 
which we earn our livelihood, are similar. 

Question 7(Extra) 

How does the poem ‘No Men are Foreign’ give the message of unity and commonality of all 
mankind? Give a reasoned answer. 
Answer: 
James Kirkup gives a definite message of hope to mankind. In spite of apparent divisions and differences, 
all are united together by the common bond of humanity and mankind. Vested interests gain by dividing 
lands and people. They conspire to create hatred and divisions among people. We should frustrate their 
evil designs. We should understand and try to recognize that the same soul runs through all the people. 
Let us work for the unity and prosperity of all lands and all people. 

Let us not pollute and defile the earth which is ours. Hatred and narrow ideas pollute the minds of the 
people. Conflicts and wars bring destruction and violence. We should remember that raising our arms 
against anyone means fighting against ourselves. The poet reminds us to remember, recognise and 
strengthen the common bond that unites mankind and humanity. 
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