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1. How did Mahatma Gandhi seek to identify with the common people? 

Ans: Mahatma Gandhi seeked to identify himself with the common people of India. For this action 

plan  

(a) He began to live in a very simple lifestyle. He wore simple clothes which a poor Indian would 

wear. 

(b) He spoke the language of local people. 

(c) Mahatma Gandhi opposed the caste system and attacked untouchability personally lived with the 

Harijan. 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi attached dignity to labour and physical work. He worked on Charkha and 

cleaned toilets. 

(e) He attacked the sentiment of the feeling of classifying people into low and high. 

2. How was Mahatma Gandhi perceived by the peasants? 

Ans: Mahatma Gandhi was very popular among the peasants and his image was as mentioned below 

: 

�� The peasants considered him as if he had been sent by the King to redress the grievances of the 

farmers, and that he had the power to overrule all local officials. 

�� It was also claimed that Gandhiji’s power was superior to that of the English monarch and that 

with his arrival the colonial rulers would go away from the district. 

�� There were also rumours that the villagers, who had criticised him, have found their houses 

mysteriously falling apart or their crops failing. 

�� He was called as, “Gandhi baba – Gandhi Maharaj” or “Mahatma”. 

�� Peasants considered him as a saviour, who would rescue them from high taxes and oppressive 

officials. It was hoped that Gandhi would restore dignity and autonomy to their lives. 

�� Gandhiji’s appeal among the peasants was enhanced by his ascetic lifestyle, and by his use of 

the dhoti and the charkha. 

3. Why did the salt laws become an important issue of struggle? 

Ans: Poorest of poor Indian consumes food that has salt as one of its prime ingredient. British 

government brought tax on salt and making salt indigenously was forbidden. It was to become a big 

burden on the poor people of India. Some important points regarding salt law are as follows. 

1.� Salt law was to lead to monopoly of salt production and distribution. It was to fuel prices, and 

added to this was the tax levied by the government. 

2.� People were denied access to natural salt and tons of the same were destroyed. 

3.� Salt law was an attack on the local industry in the villages too. 

Hence salt law was extremely unpopular and it became an important issue of the struggle. 

4. Why are newspapers an important source for the study of national movement? 

Ans: Contemporary newspapers are an important source of the study of national movement. 

Following points lay bare their importance as source of history with reference to Indian Freedom 



Movement. 

(a) Many contemporary newspapers were published by those who were involved in the freedom 

struggle. For example, National Herald was issued by Motilal Nehru, further Mr. Jinnah issued Dawn. 

These newspapers were mouthpieces and represented important voices of the movement. Hence, 

they made important source of information regarding the freedom movement. 

(b) Newspapers do daily reporting, hence, their reporting is more detailed than perhaps any other 

source can be. As they report on extremely recent events, the chances of misreporting is less. 

Reading different newspapers further makes our reading balanced and free from bias. 

(c) Many newspapers were in local Indian languages, i.e. in vernacular languages and their circulation 

was limited. Hence, they published newspaper from local perspective which other sources of history 

may not have. 

(d) They reflect the mood of the people too. These newspapers shaped what was published and the 

way events were reported. Accounts published in a London newspaper would be different from a 

report in an Indian nationalist paper. 

5. Why was the charkha chosen as a symbol of nationalism? 

Ans: The charkha was chosen as a symbol of nationalism due to the following factors : 

�� Gandhiji considered the charkha as a symbol of a human society that would not glorify 

machines and technology. 

�� The spinning wheel or the charkha provided the poor with supplementary income and 

make them self-reliant. 

�� It leads to concentration of wealth, not in the hands of few, but in the hands of all. 

�� The charkha was considered machinery and was used for the service of the poorest in their 

own cottages. 

Under the above circumstances, Gandhiji spent a part of each day working on charkha and 

encouraged other nationalists to do likewise. In this way, he broke the boundaries that prevailed 

within the traditional caste system, between mental labour and manual labour. 

6. How was non-cooperation a form of protest? 

Ans: Gandhiji believed that British empire in India could survive as long as the local people were 

cooperating with the foreign rule. Non-cooperating with the British government was to weaken it 

and also to protest against the same. Following points explain how it was a protest: 

1. Non-cooperation movement came along with the Khilaphat movement, The British has not seen 

Hindu Muslim unity of this level ever in history. The protest of the people was unified cutting across 

communities and at great scale. 

2. People boycotted the pillars and symbols of British rule, courts, colleges and government offices. 

Lawyers stopped going to courts and students stayed away from colleges. At many places alternate 

arrangements were done to solve litigations out of court. Further many education institutions were 

established by the leaders of freedom struggle where students can study. One of them is Jamia Millia 

University in Delhi which exists today as one of the most reputed seats of higher education in India. 

3. People boycotted tax collection also and they refused to pay taxes. 



Thus, non-cooperation was a kind of protest too. 

7. “The salt march of 1930 was the first event that brought Mahatma Gandhi to world attention.” 

Explain significance of this movement for Swaraj.  

Or 

Explain the main events of the Dandi March. What is its significance in the history of the Indian 

National Movement?  

Ans: On 26th January, 1930, ‘Republic Day’ was observed, with the National Flag being hosted in 

different venues, the patriotic songs being sung and after the observance of this day, Mahatma 

Gandhi announced that he would lead a march to break one of the most widely disliked laws in 

British India. The law which gave the state a monopoly in the manufacture and sale of salt. 

The conditions in the country had become very favourable to launch a widespread movement 

against the British; the movement was started with famous Dandi March on 12th March, 1930. 

Gandhiji alongwith 78 of his followers began his foot march from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi, a 

village of seashore in Surat district, about 375 km away from Sabarmati Ashram. The violation of salt 

law by Gandhiji was a signal of the beginning of Civil Disobedience Movement. Soon, this movement 

spread like wildfire through the length and breadth of the country. 

Gandhiji’s Dandi March occupies a very significant place in the history of the freedom struggle of 

India because of several reasons: 

�� This march made Gandhiji a centre of attraction of the whole of the world. The European press 

and the American press published detailed accounts of the Salt March conducted by Gandhiji. 

�� Undoubtedly it was the first National Movement in which women participated in large 

numbers. Kamala Devi Chattopadhyay, the renowned socialist worker advised Gandhiji not to 

keep the movements limited to men-folk only. A large number of women alongwith Kamala 

Devi violated the salt and liquor laws and courted arrest collectively. 

As a result of the salt movement, the colonial rulers understood it clearly that their authority was not 

going to remain permanent in India and now they will have to give some participation to the Indians 

in power. 

8. Describe the different source from which we can reconstruct the political career of Gandhiji and 

the history of National Movement?  

Or 

How have the different kinds of available sources helped the historians in reconstructing the political 

career of Gandhiji and the history of the national movement that was associated with it? Explain.  

Or 

Explain the sources from which we can reconstruct the political career of Gandhiji and the history of 

the nationalist movement.  

Or 

How do autobiographies, government records and newspapers help us in knowing about Gandhiji? 

Explain.  

Or 

Examine the different kinds of sources from which political career of Gandhiji and the history of the 

National Movement could be reconstructed.  

Or 

Explain three different kinds of sources through which we come to know about Gandhiji. Give any 

two problems faced while interpreting them. 



Ans: Private letters and autobiographies furnish us with significant information about an individual. 

With these help we can make almost an accurate estimate of the concerned individual’s ideology 

and career. For instance, Gandhiji’s letters and his autobiography help us significantly in 

understanding Gandhiji and his ideology. 

Different kinds of sources from which the political career of Gandhiji are as follows: 

Autobiographies: 

They give us an account of the past i.e. rich in human detail. Autobiographies are retrospective 

accounts written very often from memory. They tell us what the author would be able to recollect, 

what he or she saw as important or was recounting or how a person wanted his or her life to be 

viewed by others. 

Private Letters: 

They give us a glimpse of the private thoughts of an individual. In letters we see people expressing 

their anger and pain, their dismay and anxiety, their hopes and frustrations, in a way in which they 

may not express themselves in public statements. Gandhiji regularly published in his journal Harijan, 

letters written to him during the national movements. Nehru edited a collection of letters called 

Bunch of Old Letters. 

Government Records: 

The letters and reports written by policemen and other officials were secret at that time, but now 

they can be accessed in archives. One such source is the fortnightly report prepared by the home 

department from early 20th century. These reports were based on information given to the police by 

the localities, but often expressed what the officials saw or wanted to believe, e.g. in fortnightly 

reports for the period of the salt march, it is noticed that the home department was unwilling to 

accept that Mahatma Gandhiji’s actions had evolved any enthusiastic response from the masses. 

Newspaper Records: 

Both Indian and foreign newspapers played an important role while covering the news of Indian 

National Movement and the political career of Gandhiji. Every detail given in the state reports 

cannot be accepted as factual statements of the events that had been happening. Often these 

details acquaint us with the anxieties and worries of the officials who had been finding themselves 

incapacitated in controlling the movement and who were much too worried about its getting 

momentum. They were unable to take the decision whether they should arrest Gandhiji or not. They 

were also not able to realize that what would be the result if Gandhiji was arrested. Thus, it can be 

concluded that the accounts furnished by private letters and autobiographies differ from the officials 

account in several ways. 

9. Assess the significance of salt march in India’s freedom struggle. How did the British Government 

reach to it?  

Ans: The choice of salt as a symbol of protest against the colonial rule was remarkable indicative of 

Gandhiji’s tactical wisdom which were as follows: 

�� Salt law was one of the most widely disliked laws in British India. It provided the state a 

monopoly in the manufacture and sale of salt. 

�� The common-folk hated the salt law. Salt was an inseparable part of food for every household, 

but people were prohibited from making salt even for domestic use. It was because of this law 

that Indians were compelled to buy salt from shops at a high price. 



�� The state monopoly over salt was deeply unpopular. By making it his target, Gandhiji hoped to 

mobilize a wider discontent against British rule. 

Thus, Gandhiji by making the salt law his target wanted to garner the maximum participation of the 

masses in the National Movement. 

10. “Wherever Gandhiji went rumours spread of his miraculous powers.” Explain with examples.  

Ans: The peasants regarded Gandhiji as their ‘Messiah’ and considered him to be having many 

beneficial and miraculous powers. Many rumours were in circulation at various places regarding his 

miraculous powers. At some places the common masses came to believe that he had been sent by 

the king to remove their miseries and resolve their problems and he had such power that he could 

even reject the orders of all the officials. 

At some other places it was affirmed that Gandhiji’s power was greater than even the English king 

and it was claimed that with his arrival the colonial rulers would run away out of fear. 

In many villages this rumour was in circulation that the persons criticising Gandhiji got their houses 

mysteriously caved and their standing crops getting destroyed without any reason. 

Gandhiji was popular with many names such as ‘Gandhi Baba’, ‘Gandhi Maharaj’ or ‘Mahatma’ 

among the peasants. They considered him as their saviour and believed that only he could save them 

from the exorbitant rate of land revenue and the oppressive activities of British officials. 

 

 


