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Q1) Who were the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks? 

Ans) I) The Bolsheviks were the majority group led by Vladimir Lenin who thought that in a 

 repressive society like Tsarist Russia the party should be disciplined and should control 

the number and quality of its members. They were the group who conducted the Russian 

revolution. 

Mensheviks were the minority group who thought that the party should be open to all (as 

in Germany). They did not believe in Revolution but wanted to bring changes through 

democratic means. 

 

Q2) What were the emergency measures adopted by Stalin to control food crisis? 

Ans) i) He believed that rich peasants and traders in the countryside were holding stocks in 

The hope of higher prices. Speculation had to be stopped and supplies confiscated. 

ii) In 1928, Party members toured the grain-producing areas, supervising enforced grain 

collections, and raiding ‘kulaks’ – the name for well-to- do peasants. As shortages 

continued, the decision was taken to collectivize farms. 

iii) It was argued that grain shortages were partly due to the small size of holdings. After 

1917, land had been given over to peasants. These small-sized peasant farms could not 

be modernised. 

iv) To develop modern farms, and run them along industrial lines with machinery, it was 

necessary to ‘eliminate kulaks’, take away land from peasants, and establish state  

controlled large farms.  

v) As a result collectivization programme started. 

 

Q3) How were the peasants in Russia different from that of other European 

Countries? 

i) About 85 per cent of the Russian empire’s population earned their living from 

agriculture. This proportion was higher than in most European countries. For instance, 

in France and Germany the proportion was between 40 per cent and 50%. 



ii) Like workers, peasants too were divided. They were also deeply religious. But except in 

a few cases they had no respect for the nobility. Nobles got their power and position 

through their services to the Tsar, not through local popularity. This was unlike France 

where, during the French Revolution in Brittany, peasants respected nobles and fought 

for them. 

iii) Russian peasants were different from other European peasants in another way. They 

pooled their land together periodically and their commune (mir) divided it according to 

the needs of individual families. Thus they became natural socialists. 

 

Q4) In what ways were social democrats and social revolutionaries different in 

their approach? 

Ans) i) The Socialist Revolutionary Party struggled for peasants’ rights and demanded that  

land belonging to nobles be transferred to peasants. 

ii)  Social Democrats disagreed with Socialist Revolutionaries about peasants. Lenin felt 

Peasants were not united group. Some were poor and others rich, some worked as  

labourers while others were capitalists who employed workers. Given this 

‘differentiation’ within them, they could not all be part of a socialist movement. 

 

Q5) Explain the Global influence of the Russian Revolution and the USSR. 

i) In many countries, communist parties were formed like the Communist Party of Great 

Britain. It gave the world a new economic system known as socialism. 

ii) The Bolsheviks encouraged colonial peoples to follow their experiment. Thus it inspired 

a number of freedom movements in other countries. 

iii) Many non-Russians from outside the USSR participated in the Conference of the 

Peoples of the East (1920) and the Bolshevik-founded Comintern (an international 

union of pro-Bolshevik socialist parties).  

iv) Some received education in the USSR’s Communist University of the Workers of 

the East. 

v) By the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, the USSR had given socialism a 

global face and world stature. 
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