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What is a phrase? 

A phrase is a group of words without both a subject and 

predicate. Phrases combine words into a larger unit that can 

function as a sentence element.  
 

NOUN PHRASE = noun + modifiers 

A noun phrase consists of a noun and all of its modifiers. It can function in a 

sentence as a subject, object, or complement. 

Examples 

Some American school boards have 

begun to consider compensating 

teachers based on how well they 

teach rather than how long. 

noun phrase = subject 

Critics reject these controversial pay-

for-performance plans, maintaining 

that they are unfair to teachers who 

have unusually difficult students. 

noun phrase = direct object 

According to both sides of the debate, 

teaching is a valuable profession, and 

compensation for this important job 

must be improved. 

noun phrase = complement 

 

EXAMPLES: 

1. Bob, my best friend, works here. 

2. I love baking cakes. 

3. I love to bake cakes. 



4. I like to swing the bat hard when I am at the crease.  

5. Reading novels is a good habit.  

6. The probability of happening that match is not much. 

7. We are sorry for her departure. 

 

Adjective Phrase 

An adjective phrase is comprised of an adjective and works as a single 

adjective in the sentence. 

Example: 

1. Alex is a well-behaved man. 

2. He is a man of friendly nature. 

3. Julie is a woman of gorgeous style. 

4. She leads a very interesting life. 

5. A lot of people do not sleep at night. 

 

Adverbial Phrase 

An adverbial phrase modifies the verb or the adjective and works as an 

adverb in the sentence. 

Example: 

1. The horse runs at a good speed. 

2. I was in a hurry then. 

3. I ran as fast as possible. 

4. He works very slowly. 

5. Bob nodded like a bobble-head. 

6. Meet me at the mall later this evening. 

7. Without thinking, he turned down the road. 

8. Dad spoke softly to calm her fears. 

ONLY FOR UNDERSTANDING PURPOSE. 

GRAMMAR (reader – page no. 88) 

A. Underline the phrases in these sentences and say and whether they 

are adjective phrase (AP), adverb phrase (AdP) and noun phrase (NP). 

1. The loud and unruly audience stalled the show. Adjective Phrase 

2. To ridicule others is despicable. Noun Phrase 

3. Shweta enthralled the listeners with her melodious, lilting music. 

Adjective Phrase 



4. His friends arrived from Patna a few days back. Adverb Phrase 

5. The manager spoke in an unpleasant manner. Adverb Phrase 

6. Everybody approved the innovative and sensible suggestion put 

forward by the lady. Adjective Phrase 

7. The parents gave their children a patient hearing. Adjective Phrase 

8. To score a century is the captain’s objective at this point. Noun 
Phrase 

 

B. Complete the sentences with suitable adjective phrases of your own. 

1. short, entertaining  

2. stately, inexpensive  

3. sincere, attentive 

4. pure, clean 

5. large, brown 

6. timid, little   
 

C. Complete the sentences with suitable adverb phrases of your own. 

1. in a  confident manner 

2. near my house 

3. in a rash manner 

4. with cordiality and affection 

5. A few days ago, 

6. with agility and skill 
 

D. Complete these sentences with suitable noun phrases of your own. 

1. To take unnecessary risks 

2. To be a successful doctor  

3. to go trekking with her friends. 

4. to learn swimming. 

5. A positive attitude and determination  

6. anything about the accident.  

 

Extra exercise(MUST BE DONE IN THE COPY) 

A. Identify the underlined part as noun phrase, adjective phrase or 

adverb phrase. 

1. Malala was a girl with a lot of determination. 



2. We kept staring at the beautiful roses without uttering a single 

word. 

3. Della was proud of her hair, cascading down to her knees. 

4. Mother asked the children to stop teasing the little girl. 

5. Mahima walked out with a spring in her step. 

6. Vera watched the butterflies with brightly coloured wings. 

7. Some of my best friends are qualified doctors. 

8. Rahul and his cousins have planned to go for a holiday.  

9. Beautiful lilies were growing along the bank of the river. 

10. Riya enjoys swimming in summer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


