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Class: XI 

 

Topic: CH-7.CHANGING CULTURAL TRADITIONS. 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

 

Q.1. Why did the movement break out against the Catholic Church? 

Ans: The movement broke out against the Catholic Church due to the following reasons: 

�� The Catholics were closely related with the king and power for many centuries. 

�� They preferred a life full of luxury. 

�� Their life was completely different from common man. 

�� The Catholics were regarded more as the representatives of king than God as they had the 

power of extracting taxes. 

�� Because of such powers, they became unscrupulous which finally led to revolt by common 

man. 

Q.2. Which factors led to voyages discoveries? 

Ans: Following factors led to the voyages discoveries: 

�� Motive of enslaving people 

�� Encouragement to trade and commerce which led to earning money 

�� Desire to earn name and fame 

 

Q.3. Discuss the important changes that took place during Renaissance. 

Ans: 

i)� The important changes that took place during Renaissance were the separation of private 

and public spheres of life.  

ii)� According to this change, public sphere was meant by the area of Government and of formal 

religion while private sphere was confined to the family and personal religion.  

iii)� This way, a man was supposed not to be simply a member of one of the three orders but he 

was also a person in his own right. Later on it brought the sense of equal political rights to all 

individuals. 

Q.4. Write the contributions of Leonardo-da-Vinci. 

Ans: Leonardo-da-Vinci was a great artist of Italy. He was very talented. Vinci was a poet, singer, 

painter, sculptor, philosopher, scientist and engineer. He knew many languages During Renaissance 

period, he painted many pictures. ‘Mona Lisa’ and ‘The Last Supper’ are his famous paintings. These 

paintings are still admired throughout the world. 

Long Answer Type Questions: 

Q.5. Describe about the changes within Christianity during their period? 

 Ans. i) Trade and travel, Military Conquest and diplomatic contacts linked Italian towns with the 

world beyond. 



 ii) Christian humanists like Thomas More and Erasmus felt that the church had become an 

institution marked by greed.  

iii) Sell of 'indulgence'  

iv) Peasants began to rebel against the taxes imposed by the Church. v) Martin Luther launched a 

campaign against the Catholic Church.  

vi) A person did not need priests to establish contact with God.  

vii) The Protestant Reformation led to the Churches breaking their connection with the Pope and the 

Catholic Church.  

viii) Luther's ideas were popularized by Ulrich Zwingli and Jean Calvin.  

ix) German reformer Anabaptists blended the idea of salvation with the end of all forms of social 

oppression.  

x) Luther did not support radicalism. 

Passage Based Questions: 

Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow: 

Passage 1.  

Niccolo Machiavelli wrote about human nature in the fifteenth chapter of his book, The Prince 

(1513).So, leaving aside imaginary things, and referring only to those which truly exist, I say that 

whenever men are discussed (and especially princes, who are more exposed to view), they are noted 

for various qualities which earn them either praise or condemnation. Some, for example, are held to 

be generous, and others miserly. Some are held to be benefactors, others are called grasping; some 

cruel, some compassionate; one man faithless, another faithful; one man effeminate and cowardly, 

another fierce and courageous; one man courteous, another proud; one man lascivious, another 

pure; one guileless, another crafty; one stubborn, another flexible; one grave, another frivolous; one 

religious, another sceptical; and so forth. Machiavelli believed that ‘all men are bad and ever ready 

to display their vicious nature partly because of the fact that human desires are insatiable’. The most 

powerful motive Machiavelli saw as the incentive for every human action is self-interest. 

Questions  

(i) Who was Niccolo Machiavelli? 

(ii) Why was he famous for? 

(iii) What did Niccolo Machiavelli believe in? 

Answers  

(i) Niccolo Machiavelli was a famous historian of Florence. He is regarded as the Father of the 

Modern Political Science. 

(ii) Machiavelli wrote ‘The Prince’ in 1513. In it, he described the political problems of that period 

which Italy had to face. He also laid the principles of administration. 

(iii) He believed that all men are bad and ever ready to display their vicious nature partly because of 

the fact that human desires are insatiable. The most powerful motive for every action is self-interest. 

Passage 2. 

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola (1463-94), a humanist of Florence, wrote on the importance of debate 



in On the Dignity of Man (1486). For [Plato and Aristotle] it was certain that, for the attainment of 

the knowledge of truth they were always seeking for themselves, nothing is better than to attend as 

often as possible the exercise of debate. For just as bodily energy is strengthened by gymnastic 

exercise, so beyond doubt in this wrestling-place of letters, as it were, energy of mind becomes far 

stronger and more vigorous.’ 

Questions: 

(i) What do you know about Giovanni Pico della Mirandola? What did he write? 

(ii) What did he say about the importance of debate in ‘On the Dignity of Man’? 

(iii) Name the two spheres in which Renaissance brought about revolutionary changes. 

Answers: 

(i) Giovanni Pico della Mirandola was an Italian Renaissance philosopher. He wrote on the 

importance of debate in ‘On the Dignity of Man’. At the age of 23, he proposed to defend religions, 

philosophy, natural philosophy and magic against all the outcomes about which he had written a 

famous book “On the Dignity of Man.” 

(ii) He discussed the importance of debate in “On the ‘Dignity of Man’. For Plato and Aristotle, it was 

certain that, for the attainment of the knowledge of truth they were always seeking for themselves, 

nothing is better than to attend as often as possible the exercise of debate. 

(iii) The two spheres in which Renaissance brought about revolutionary changes were: 

�� Social sphere of life in Europe 

�� Political sphere of life in Europe 

Passage 3. 

William Tyndale (1494-1536), an English Lutheran who translated the Bible into English in 1506, 

defended Protestantism thus: ‘In this they be all agreed, to drive you from the knowledge of the 

scripture, and that ye shall not have the text thereof in the mother-tongue, and to keep the world 

still 

in darkness, to the intent they might sit in the consciences of the people, through vain superstition 

and false doctrine, to satisfy their proud ambition, and insatiable covetousness, and to exalt their 

own honour above king and emperor, yea, and above God himself… Which thing only moved me to 

translate the New Testament. Because I had perceived by experience, how that it was impossible to 

establish the lay-people in any truth, except the scripture were plainly laid before their eyes in their 

mother- tongue, that they might see the process, order, and meaning of the text.’ 

Questions  

(i) What do you know about William Tyndale? 

(ii) What were his objectives to translate the Bible into English? 

(iii) What were the issues on which the Protestants criticized the Catholic Church? Write any two 

issues. 

Answers  

(i) William Tyndale was an English Lutheran. He translated the Bible into English. 



(ii) 

�� To make available the copies of the Bible to the layman. 

�� To expose the malpractices indulged by the church on the name of the text written in it (i.e. 

the Bible). 

(iii) They criticized the Catholic Church on following issues: 

�� The Protestants also criticized the Catholic Church because of immoral and luxurious life led by 

the church men. 

�� Sale of ‘Letter of Indulgence’ by the church to those people who had committed sins. 

Passage 4. 

This self-portrait is by Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) who had an amazing range of interests from 

botany and anatomy to mathematics and art. He painted the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. One of 

his dreams was to be able to fly. He spent years observing birds in flight, and designed a flying 

machine. He signed his name ‘Leonardo da Vinci, disciple of experiment’. 

Questions  

(i) Who was Leonardo da Vinci? 

(ii) Mention the names of two paintings made by Leonardo da Vinci. 

(iii) What was the area of interest of Leonardo da Vinci? 

Answers  

(i) Leonardo da Vinci was the famous painter of Italy. 

(ii) 

�� Mona Lisa 

�� The Last Supper. 

(iii) Leonardo da Vinci took a seen interest in botany anatomy, mathematics and art. 

 

Map Skills 

Q. 1. On the map, mark and locate the following Italian States. Rome, Venice, Padua, Genoa, Mantua 

and Florence. 

ANS: 



 
CHAPTER-9 

INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

 

NOTES: 

Meaning and Background: 
 

�� The term ‘Industrial Revolution’ was used by European scholars- George 

Michelet in France and Friedrich Engles in Germany. 

�� It refers to the great change in the field of industries when the productions of 

goods by hand in the houses were replaced with the help of machines in 

factories. 

�� The transformation of industry and the economy in Britain between the 1780s 

and the 1850s is called the ‘first industrial revolution’. 

�� It was used for the first time in English by the philosopher and economist Arnold 

Toynbee (1852-1883), to describe the changes that occurred in British industrial 

development between 1760 and 1820. These dates coincided with those of the 

reign of George III. 

�� It revolutionized the techniques and organization of production in the later half 



of the eighteenth century. 
 

CAUSES: 
 

(i)� Economic- There was remarkable economic growth from the1780s to 1820 

in the cotton and iron industries, in coal mining, in the building of roads and 

canals and in foreign trade. 

(ii)� Political- The series of incidents occurred in British industrial development 

between 1760 and 1820. These dates coincided with those of the reign of 

George III. 
 

Why Britain? 
 

Besides, England had great domestic and international market under its control which 

helped in the growth of Industrial Revolution. 

�� Towns – From the eighteenth century, many towns in Europe were growing in 

area and in population. Population of most of the European cities doubled 

between 1750 and 1800. The largest of them was London, which served as the 

hub of the country’s markets, with the next largest ones located close to it. 

London had also acquired a global significance. 

�� Finance – The Bank of England was founded in 1694. 

�� Coal & Iron – Coal and Iron ore were important raw materials. Abraham Darby 

invented the blast furnace in 1709. World’s first iron bridge was built during this 

period 

�� Agricultural Revolution – In the eighteenth century, England had been through a 

major economic change, later described as the ‘agricultural revolution’. This was 

the process by which bigger landlords had bought up small farms near their own 

properties and enclosed the village common lands. The agricultural revolution 

laid down the foundation of the Industrial Revolution. 

 

Geographical – 
 

��  In the seventeenth century, Wales and Scotland were unified. London 

was the largest city as well as a city of global trade. England had a number of 

colonies in Asia, Africa and Europe. These helped in obtaining the raw material 

for industries. 

�� By the eighteenth century, the centre of global trade had shifted from the 

Mediterranean ports of Italy and France to the Atlantic ports of Holland and 

Britain. 

 

 


