
 

   Class Notes 

Class:  VII Topic: Processing of wool 

Chapter 3 : Fibre to fabrics 
Subject:  Science 

 

Instructions: To be learnt. 

Introduction: In this chapter we will learn about two animal fibres Wool and Silk. 

WOOL : The wool is obtained mainly from animals like sheep, yak and goat. Wool is acquired from 

the fleece or hair of these animals. 

 

Figure 1: Animals that yield wool 

 

Production of Wool from Sheep 

• There are two types of fibres in sheep's hair: 

o The Rough beard hair 

o The soft under hair which is present just near to the skin of the sheep 

• Wool is made from the soft hair of the sheep because of its fine quality. 

• Selective Breeding: Sometimes sheep are selected to gain a breed that has only fine soft hair on the 

skin and less or no hard hair. This process is called Selective Breeding. 

• The sheep are generally fed with grass common leaves, call, pulses, oil cakes and dry fodder. 

• Sheep are reared (breed and raised) all over India in order to acquire wool from them such as in Jammu 

and Kashmir, Rajasthan, Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat. 

 

Figure 2: Different Types of Sheep found in India 

 



The Process of obtaining Wool: 

 

Step 1: Shearing 

It is a process of removing the fleece of the sheep along with a thin layer of its skin. Shearing is conducted 

generally in hot weather so that the sheep do not feel cold and can survive easily. The shearing process 

does not hurt the sheep because the upper part of the skin is normally dead skin. 

Step 2: Scouring 

It is a process of removing dirt, grease and dust from the hair removed from the sheep. It is generally done 

with the help of machines. 

Step 3: Sorting 

It is the process of separating the hair of the sheep according to their textures. 

Step 4: Removing of burrs 

In this step, the burrs or small fibres present on the hair are picked out. Then the hair is cleaned and dried 

out. The product so obtained is the wool that can now be converted into fibres. 

Step 5: Coloring of wool fibres 

In this step, the fibres are dyed in different colours. 

Step 6: Rolling of wool 

In the last step, the fibres for wool so obtained is straightened out combed and then rolled into a yarn. 

 

Figure 3: The Process of Obtaining Wool 

 

This content is absolutely prepared at home. 

 
 

 
 


