
‘Content Developed/Prepared Absolutely From Home’ 

   Class Notes 

Class: XII 
 

Topic:  2. KINGS, FARMERS AND TOWNS. 

Subject: HISTORY 

 

Q. 1. Discuss factors responsible for the rise of Magadha. 
Ans: 

I.  Powerful rulers- Bimbisara and Ajatasattu.  

II. Availability of iron.  

III. Fertile soil. 

IV. Availability of elephants in forest. 

V. Strong capital Rajgir and Pataliputra. 

Q.2. Describe five features of Mahajanapadas? 
Ans: 

I.  Maximum Mahajanapadas ruled by kings but some ruled by Ganas or Sanghas.  

II. Each had its own capital often fortified.  

III. Permanent army recruited from the peasantry regular bureaucracies.  

IV. Function of kings to collect taxes and tributes from people. 

Q.3. Explain main features of Ashoka’s Dhamma? 
Ans: 

I.   Respect to elders, love for young and kindness to servants. 

II. Religious tolerance to other religions. 

III. Liberal policies towards Brahmanas, Shramanas. 

IV. Appointment of Dhamma mahamattas. 

Q.4. Important changes in agriculture during the period between 600 BCE to 600 CE. 
Ans: 

I.  For increase of agricultural production use of plough with iron tipped ploughshare. 

II. Introduction of transplantation of crop (paddy). 

III. Irrigation by wells, ponds and canals. 

IV. Hoe agriculture in semi-arid parts of Punjab, Rajasthan and hilly tracks in North-Eastern and Central 
Parts. 

V. Land lords and heads of village were more powerful and had control over farmers. 

VI. Land grants by kings to extend agriculture to new areas. 

Q.5. How do inscription help in reconstruction of history? 
Ans: 

I. Knowledge about the rulers and their achievements. 

II. Scripts and language of that time. 

III. Extent of the empire. 
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IV. Social and religious condition of kingdom 
 
Q.6. Main features of Mauryan administration? 

I. Ans. Central administration- King had control over legislative, executive, judiciary, army and finance. 

II. Provincial administration- The Empire was divided in too many provinces. 

III. Local Government- There was a committee of 30 members to maintain rules and regulations in 
Pataliputra. 

IV. King used to run the administration with the help of 30 officials.  

V. Five major political centre in the empire 

VI. Law and order system setup. 

VII. Organized army- a committee with six sub-committee for coordinating military activity 

VIII. To spread Dhamma, appointment of Dhamma Mahamattra. 

IX. Officers were appointed to manage the land revenue, irrigation and roads 

X. Institution of spies was very strong and working effectively 

Q.7. Discuss the evidence of craft production in Early Historic cities. In what ways is this different from the  

evidence from Harappan cities? 

 Ans: From Early Historic Cities, archaeologists have excavated artefacts such as fine pottery 
bowls and dishes 

          (known as Northern black Polished ware), and ornaments, tools, weapons, vessels, figurines made of  

                 gold, silver, copper, bronze, ivory, glass, shell and terracotta. 

 Short votive inscription found in a number of cities tells about washing folk, weavers, scribes, 
carpenters,  

              potters, goldsmiths, black smiths, officials religious teachers, merchants and kings. 

 Differences between craft production of Early Historic Cities and Harappan cities. 

1. Craft producers of Early Historic Cities organized themselves into guilds(shrenis), whereas Harappan  

           craftspersons were not organize in this manner. 

2. Guilds procured raw materials, regulated production, and marketed the finished product. In Harappan 

Cities, raw material procurement was done by rulers; Harappan also went on expeditions to procure them. 

3. Early Historic Cities produced iron tools, whereas in the Harappan cities, copper tools were produced.  

Q.8. Describe the salient features of mahajanapadas. 
Ans 

 While most of mahajanapadas were ruled by kings, some known as ganas or sanghas, were 
oligarchies, where power was share by a number of men (called rajas). 

 Rajas controlled resources such as land collectively. 

 Resources to maintain the fortified cities, armies and bureaucracies were collected as taxes and 

               Tribute from cultivators, traders and artisans. 

 From sixth century BCE onwards Dharmasutras composed by Brahmans laid sown norms for rajas 
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and other social groups. It insisted that rulers should belong to Kshatriya Varna. 

 Rulers were advised to impose taxes on various communities engaged in economic activities. 

 Raids on neighbouring states were recognized as legitimate means of acquiring wealth. 

 Some of states had standing armies and regular bureaucracies. Others depended on peasant militia. 

Q. 9.List some of the problems faced by epigraphists. 
Ans: 

 Epigraphists face technical limitations in inscriptions: letters are very faintly engraved, and  

deciphering and translation them is a difficult task. 

 Also, inscription may be damaged or letters missing. 

 Many of inscription discovered so far have not survived the ravages of time. Time poses  

challenge to epigraphists. 

 More fundamentals problems face by epigraphists is that they so not find politically or  

economically significant information recorded in inscriptions. 

 For instance, routine agricultural practices and daily life experiences find no mention in them 

mostly, they focus on land grand and ritual ceremonies. 

 Content of inscription is also influenced by the perspective of the rulers who commissioned  

them. Epigraphists have to carefully analyse them to arrive at a better understanding of the  

past. 

 


