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   Class Notes 

Class:  X 
 

Topic: GENDER,RELIGION AND CASTE 

Subject: DEMOCRATIC POLITICS II 
 

 

                                                                                    FLOW CHART 
 

                                                                        SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOUR 
 
WOMEN DO ALL HOUSEHOLD WORK MEN DO ALL THE WORK OUTSIDE 

 

DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN INDIA 
 
  

                   HINDU          MUSLIM          CHRISTIAN         SIKH           BUDDHIST          JAIN               OTHERS 

 

 
                                                              DIFFERENT KINDS OF SOCIAL DIVISION 
 
 
RELIGION                                                      COMMUNALISM                                                  CASTE AND POLITICS 
-based on religious difference                   -manner of using religion in politics 
 
 
 
CASTE INEQUALITIES                    CASTE IN POLITICS POLITICS IN CASTE 

-Based on exclusion of and -caste matters in electoral politics -caste division leads to   
Discrimination against the  and takes various forms in politics tensions, conflict and 
Outcaste groups. even violence 

GENDER 

 It is a form of hierarchical social division which is present everywhere, but it is rarely given  

Importance in the study of politics.  Gender is not based on biological difference. It is based on social  

expectations and stereotypes. 

SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOUR 

 It is a form of social division  under which unequal roles  are assigned by the  

society to men and women. Sexual division of labour is seen in most families. 

Eg.-Women do all household work like cleaning, cooking, washing etc. while men do all work outside home. 

FEMINIST MOVEMENT 

                 Feminist Movement was a radical movement which demanded equality  

for women in personal and family life also apart from politics, society and educational field.  

The political demands of the Feminist .  Movements in India were: 
 



NOTE-WORKED FROM HOME 

a. More women representatives in local government 

b. More political representatives for women by having elected women representatives. 
  

c. Reserving at least one-third of the seats in Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies for women. 

 

 

                                                    “Secularism”  India a secular state. 
 

Secularism means no special status is given to any religion. It is just not an ideology of some 
parties or persons. 

 
a. There is no official religion for the Indian states, unlike the status of Buddhism in Sri 

Lanka or that of Islam is Pakistan. 

 
b. The constitution provides freedom to all to protest, practise and propagate any religion, 

or not to follow any, 

 
c. The Constitution prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion. 

 

d. The Constitution allows state to intervene in the matters of religion in order to ensure 
equality within religious communities. For example, it bans untouchability. 

 

                                                   Women in India still face discrimination. 

In our country, women still lag much behind men despite some improvements since 
Independence. Women face disadvantage, discrimination and oppression in various ways: 

 

a. The literacy rate among women is only 54 percent as compared with 76 percent among men 

b. The literacy rate among women is only 54 percent as compared with 76 percent among men as 
well as boys in school. But they drop out because parents prefer to spend their resources for 
their boys’ education rather than spending equally on their sons and daughters 

c. The proportion of women among the highly paid and valued jobs is still very small. On an 
average, an Indian woman works one hour more than an average man everyday. 

 

d. The Equal Remuneration Act provides that equal wages should be paid to equal work. 
However in almost all areas of work, from sports and cinema, to factories and fields, women 
are paid less than men, even when both do exactly the same work 

e. In many parts of India, parents prefer to have sons and find ways to have the girl child aborted 
before she is born. Such sex- selective abortion led to a decline in child sex ratio 

f. Woman face harassment, exploitation and violence on the domestic front 

COMMUNALISM 

It means attempts to promote religious ideas between groups of people which are identified as different 
communities. 

a. Communal politics is based on religious ideology. 

b. Communalism involves religious prejudice, stereotypes, of religious communities. 

c. When beliefs of one religion is presented as superior to those of other religion. 
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