
   Class Notes 

Class: IX 
 

Topic: What is democracy? Why democracy? 
            (Chapter-2) 

Subject: Democratic politics 
 

 

                                                                             Democracy  

 

                                                       Direct                                                        Indirect/Representative  

        Democracy: It is a form of government in which rulers are elected by people. 

 

         Direct Democracy:      It is a form of direct participation of citizens in democratic decision making. 

                                                       It may operate through an assembly of citizens, in which citizens voted on  

                                                      issues Instead of candidates or parties.  Example: Switzerland 

 

      Indirect/Representative:   Is a system of government in which all eligible citizens voted  

                                                                 on representatives to pass laws for them.                                           

                                                                 Example: U.S., Great Britain, France 

 

                                                          Unit: 2.3.    Why Democracy? 

                        Demerits of democracy n(Arguments against democracy) 

a. Leaders keep changing in a democracy. This leads to instability. 

b. Democracy is all about political completion and power play. There is no scope for morality. 

c. So many people have to be consulted in a democracy that is leads to delays. 

d. Elected leaders do not know the best interests of the people, it leads to bad decisions. 

e. Democracy leads to corruption for it is based on electoral competition. 

f. Ordinary people do not know what is good for them; they should not decide anything. 

 

                                      As a example we can give instance of china’s famine of 1958-1961 was the worst  

    recorded famine in the world history. India did not have a famine of the kind China had. Economists  

    think that  this was a result of different government policies in the two countries.                                                       

                                      If China too had multiparty system, elections, an opposition party and a press to  

     criticize  the government, then so many people may not have died in the famine. 

 



                    Merits of Democracy(Arguments for democracy) 

a. A democratic government is a more accountable form of government. 

b. Democracy improves the quality of decision making 

c. Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts. 

d. Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens. 

e. It allows us to correct our own mistakes 

 

Unit-2.4                      Broader meaning of democracy 

We have understood democracy as form of government 

The most common form that democracy takes in our times is that of a representative democracy 

The majority of people rule through their elected representatives 

 

                                              A democratic decision - 

Involves consultation with and consent of all those people who are affected  

by this decision. 

Powerful and powerless have the same say in taking the decisions. 

This can apply to a government or a family or any other organization. 

                             Some features of democracy-       

                                                                              
 

Glossary: 

Referendum: A direct vote in which an entire electorate is asked to either accept or reject a particular  

proposal. 

 

 


