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 Q1.Describe how the poverty line is estimated in India. 

Ans. 1. Common method used to measure poverty is based on income or consumption levels.  

2. A person is considered poor if his or her income or consumption level falls below a given “minimum level” 
necessary to fulfill basic needs such as: 

i. Minimum level of food requirement 

ii. clothing 

iii. footwear 

Education, fuel, light, medical requirement 

 

3. When these physical quantities are multiplied by their prices in rupee then we get a minimum level of income 

which determines the poverty line. 

4.  As per 2011-12 , the poverty line in the rural area was fixed Rs. 816 per capita per month and in urban areas it 

was Rs. 1000per capita per month. 

5. The expected calories intake has been fixed at 2400 calorie per person in rural areas and 2100 calories per 

person in rural areas. 

                               A person consuming less than this amount is considered poor in India. 

Q2.  Do you think present methodology of poverty estimation is appropriate? 

Ans. 1. I don’t think that present methodology of poverty estimation is appropriate. It takes into consideration the 

level of income and consumption only. 

2. The amount which is fixed as the poverty line does not include the margin for price fluctuations and price rise 

which is constantly occurring. It should include some correction for inflation and market fluctuations. 

3. it does not look  the other social indicators such as illiteracy level, lack of general resistance, lack of job 

opportunities, lack of safe drinking water , sanitation etc.  

4. Poverty should also be looked through on the basis of social exclusion and vulnerability. 

Q3. Describe poverty trends in India since 1973. 

Ans.1. As per the data, there has been a substantial decline in poverty ratios in India from 45% in 1993-94 to 37.2 

% in 2004-05. 

2. There was a further decline to 22% in 2011-12 . 

3. Although the number of poor people declined from 1973 to 1993, there was a significant reduction in the 

number of the poor(about407 million) in 2004-05 ans a further 270 million in 2011-12 with an average annual 

decline of 2.2 % . 

4. It was noted that poverty ratios always remained higher in rural area as compared to urban areas. 

                                   The survey clearly tells us that the concerned authorities must take some serious steps in 

order to make India a country free of poverty. 

 


