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Q.1. What, according to Bernier, were the problems faced by peasants in the subcontinent? Do you think 

his description would have served to strengthen his case ?  
 
Ans Yes, I think his description would have served to strengthen his case. Following problems were faced by  

peasants in the subcontinent : 

1. Owing to crown ownership of land, landholders could not pass on their land to their children. So they 
were  

 
averse to any long, term investment in the sustenance and expansion of production. 

2.  It had led to the uniform ruination of agriculture excessive oppression of the peasantry and a  
 
 continuous decline in the living standards of all sections of society. 

3. Of the vast tracts of country constituting the empire of Hindustan, many are little more than sand, or  
 
barren mountains. 

4. Even a considerable portion of the good land remains untilled for want of labourers. 
 

5. Many of whom perish in consequence of the bad treatment they experience from Governors. 
 

6. The poor people, when they become incapable of discharging the demands of their rapacious lords,  

are not only often deprived of the means of subsistence, but are also made to lose their children, who  

carried away as slaves. Thus, it happens that the peasantry, driven to despair by 50 excessive a  

tyranny, abandon the country. 
 

Q.2. “Bernier’s description of imperial land ownership influenced Western theorists like French philosopher 

 Montesquieu and German Karl Marx.” Justify it with suitable arguments. 

Ans: Bernier asserted that Mughal empire, the land was owned by the state and hence it led to the decline  

Of agricultural production. It was harmful both for the state and its people.  

This description of Bernier influenced the Western theorists from the 18th century onwards in following ways: 

Montesquieu further developed Bernier’s idea into oriental despotism. According to it, the rulers in Asia  

exercised the full authority over their subjects, The subjects were kept in the  conditions of subjugation and  

 Poverty. All land belonged to the king and private property was non-existent. According to this view,  

everybody except the king and nobles barely managed to survive. 

Karl Marx’s Concept of ‘Asiatic Mode’ of production: 
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This idea was further developed as the concept of the Asiatic mode of production by Karl Marx in the 19th  

Century. 

He argued that in India and other Asian countries, the surplus was appropriated by the state. He added that  

this led to the emergence of a society with large number of autonomous and equalitarian village communi-  

ties. Marx thought that it was a stagnant system. 

Q.3. What does AL-Biruni write about the administration of justice in India? 
 
  
Ans:  Administration of Justice in India was as follows 
 

I. Crude and primitive in many ways - but also liberal and humane. 

II. Written complaints, cases were decided on the testimony of witnesses. 

III. Criminal Law was mild. 

IV. Brahmanas were exempted from taxation and capital punishment. 

Q. 4.Describe the extent to which Bernier's account enables historians to reconstruct contemporary rural 
society. 

I. Ans: In the Mughal Empire all land was owned by the emperor. 

II. Lack of Private property. 

III. Crown ownership was disastrous for both economy and society. 

IV. Land couldn't be inherited by their heirs. 

V. Land holders ignored the improvement in land. 

VI. Resulted - decline in agricultural yields, oppression of the peasantry, decline in living standards of all 
sections  

             of society. 

VII. There were only two classes - rich ruling class and poor class - no middle class existed in India. 

VIII. Many European travellers were influenced by Bernier's view. But this presents an erroneous picture. 

Q.5. Mention any three shortcomings of Ibn-Battuta's account. 
ANS 

I.  He didn't take notes of everything which he saw daily. 

II. Many things out of his memory. 

III. He also wrote those things which he heard from his friends. 

IV. So in his account one finds such terrible mistakes as "wrong routes" and "wrong names" of the rulers. 

 


