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The Northern Plains 

The Indo-Gangetic Plain, also known as the Indus-Ganga Plain and the North 

Indian River Plain, is a 630-million-acre (2.5-million km2) 

fertile plain encompassing northern regions of the Indian subcontinent, 

including most of northern and eastern India. 

 

 

The Indo-Gangetic Plain is divided into two drainage basins by 
the Delhi Ridge; the western part drains to the Indus, and the eastern 
part consists of the Ganga–Brahmaputra drainage systems. The 
northern plain has been formed by the interplay of the three major 
river systems, namely--- 
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The plain being about 2400 Km long and 240 to 320 Km broad. The 
rivers in their lower course split into numerous channels due to the 
deposition of silt.These channels are known as distributaries.  

These vast plains also have diverse relief features.  

  
 

A thin strip between the foothills of the Himalayas and the plain, 
the Bhabar is a region of porous ground consisting of boulders 
and pebbles that have washed down from the mountains. It is not 
suitable for crops and is forested. The streams disappear 
underground here. 
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South of this belt, the streams and rivers re-emerge and create a 
wet, swampy and marshy region known as Terai. This was a 
thickly forested region full of wildlife 

The many tributaries of the Indus and Ganges divide the plain into doabs, 
tongues of land that extend to where the tributaries meet. Close to the 
rivers is khadar land of new alluvium that is subject to flooding.They are 
renewed almost every year and so are fertile, thus, ideal for intensive 
agriculture. Above the flood limit, bangar land is older alluvium The soil in 
this region contains calcareous deposits locally known as kankar. 

 

 

Roughly, the Indo-Gangetic Plain stretches across: 

 the Jammu Plains in the north; 

 the Punjab Plains in eastern Pakistan and northwestern India; 

 the Sindh Plains in southern Pakistan; 

 the Indus Delta in southern Pakistan and western India; 

 the Ganga-Yamuna Doab; 

 the Rohilkhand (Katehr) Plains; 

 the Awadh Plains; 

 the Purvanchal Plains; 

 the Bihar Plains; 

 the North Bengal plains; 

 the Ganges Delta in India and Bangladesh; 

 and the Brahmaputra Valley in the east. 

Content prepared absolutely from home – SGD 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khadir_and_Bangar#Khadir_or_Nali_areas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khadir_and_Bangar#Bangar_areas_and_subtypes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab_Plains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sindh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_River_Delta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohilkhand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awadh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purvanchal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bihar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Bengal_plains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganges_Delta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmaputra_Valley

