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1. Identify the river 
It carves out a deep gorge in the Central Himalayas near Namcha Barwa. 

A. The Indus     B.  The Brahmaputra   C. the Yamuna     D. The Kosi 

 

2 Which of the following river is called ‘Chandrabhaga’? 

A. The Chenab     B. The Jhelum         C. The Ravi      D. The Beas 

 

3 A: The Kosi river frequently changes its course. 

R:  It carries huge amount of sediments. 

A. A is correct but R is not correct. 

B. A and R both are correct, and R is the explanation of A. 

C. A and R both are correct, and R is not the explanation of A. 

D.A and R, both are not correct. 

 

4 Alaknanda and Bhagirathi meet at………….. . 
A. Vishnu Prayag     B. Rudra Prayag             C. Dev Prayag        D. Karna Prayag 

 

5 Which of the following statement is not true about the peninsular rivers? 

I. They flow in trellis, radial and rectangular patterns. 

II. They have large river basins, joined by a number of tributaries. 

III. These are matured river without meandering course. 

A. I        B. II       C. II & III         D. All correct 

 

6 Kaveri carries water throughout the year, though it’s a rainfed river. 
Reason 

I. It has large number of tributaries. 

II. It receives rain from both the branches of Monsoon. 

III. The source of Kaveri receives very heavy rainfall. 

A. I & II        B. II & III        C. II                  D. All are correct 

 

7 Match the column 

I. Flows in a rift valley between the 

Satpura in the south and the Vindhyan 

range in the north. 

a. Son 

II. It flows in the eastern margins of the 

Chotanagpur Plateau finally joins the 

Hugli 

b. Subansiri 

III. Is a large south bank tributary of 

the Ganga, originating in the Amarkantak 

plateau. 

c. Damodar 

IV. It’s an antecedent river which 
joins river Brahmaputra. 

d. Narmada 

A. i-b, ii-d, iii-a, iv-c 

B. i- d, ii- c, iii- a, iv- b 

C. i- d, ii- b, iii- c, iv- b 

 



D. i-b, ii-c, iii-d, iv-a 

 

8 Identify the drainage pattern 

 

A. Trellis         B. Dendritic        C. Radial       D. Centripetal  

 

9 Which of the following is not a tributary of Brahmaputra? 

 A. Dibang       B. Gilgit        C. Manas       D. Tista 

 

10 Identify the incorrect statement 

I. Largest peninsular river is Godavari. 

II. The Chenab is the largest tributary of the Indus.  

iii. Sardar Sarovar project is constructed in river Chambal. 

iv. Kaveri is a perineal river. 

A. ii & III      B. III & IV     C. III      D. IV 

 

11 CUSECS / CUMECS is the unit to measure 

A. Velocity of river water 

B. Sediments carried by river 

C. Volume of water 

D. Fluctuation of river water 

 

12 Which is not a west flowing river? 

A. Sabarmati    B. Chambal                    C. Tapi        D. Narmada 

 

13 Which of the following feature is formed by river in its upper course? 

A. Ox Bow lake    B. Rift Valley      C. Rapids      D. Floodplain 

 

14.  Which of the following river originates from Aravali range? 

A. Chambal    B. Tapi     C. Luni      D. Ken 

 

15.  Which of the following statement/s do not describe the Godavari river system. 

I. Forms delta in Andhra Pradesh 

II. Causes flood in its lower course 

III. Is perineal 

IV. Important tributaries are The Koyna, the Tungbhadra and the Bhima 

V. Originates from Mahabaleshwar in Western Ghats. 

A. I, II &III    B. III & IV       C. III, IV & V         D. I, III & IV  

  

 

16. Tungabhadra project is in which river system? 

A. The Krishna    B. The Godavari        C. The Narmada       D. The Kaveri 

 

17. Which of the following is not correct about the Kaveri river system?  



i. Originated from Brahmagiri 

ii. Is perineal  

iii. is a west flowing river 

iv. catchment areas lies in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Telangana 

A. ii & iii       B. iii & iv      C. ii & iv     D. only iii  

SUBJETIVE QUESTIONS 

1. Discus the characteristics of Himalayan river? 

1. It mainly includes the Ganga, the Indus and the Brahmaputra river basins.  

2.Since these are fed both by melting of snow and precipitation, rivers of this 

system are perennial.  

3.These rivers pass through the giant gorges carved out by the erosional activity 

carried on simultaneously with the uplift of the Himalayas.  

3. Besides deep gorges, these rivers also form V-shaped valleys, rapids and 

waterfalls. 

4. While entering the plains, they form depositional features like flat valleys, ox-

bow lakes, flood plains, braided channels, and deltas near the river mouth. 

5. In the Himalayan reaches, the course of these rivers is highly tortous, but 

over the plains they display a strong meandering tendency and shift their 

courses frequently.  

 

2. Discuss the difference between east flowing and west flowing rivers in 

India.  

EAST FLOWING RIVER WEST FLOWING RIVER 

Around 70% of rivers in India are east 

flowing. 

They discharge their water in Bay of 

Bengal. 

These rivers are mostly originated 

from Western Ghats and have longer 

course. 

These rivers form delta. 

Examples: The Godavari, The 

Mahanadi 

Around 30% of rivers in India are west 

flowing. 

They discharge their water in Arabian 

Sea. 

These rivers are mostly originated 

from Central Highland and have 

shorter course. 

 They form estuaries. 

Examples: The Narmada, The Tapi 

 

3.  Classify river on the basis of the mode of origin, nature and characteristics. 

Distinguish between them. 

On the basis of the mode of origin, nature and characteristics, river can be 

classified in two categories. 

Himalayan rivers Peninsular rivers 



• These rivers are originated 

from glaciers. Hence, they are 

rainfed as well as snow fed. So, 

these are perennial rivers. 

• These rivers are flowing 

through young land mass. They 

also flow through great height. 

So, they make features like V 

shaped valley, gorge, waterfall 

etc. These rivers are highly 

erosive. 

• These rivers have longer 

course. They meander in plains 

and often shift their course.  

• Thy form dendritic pattern.  

 

• These rivers are in youthful 

stage. 

• These rivers are rain fed. Hence 

seasonal rivers. 

• Peninsular plateau is very old 

and eroded. So, the rivers here 

have shallow valleys. As they 

don’t flow from a great height, 

so the velocity is also less. 

Hence, they are less erosive. 

 

 

 

• These rivers have shorter 

course. They have fixed and 

rigid valleys. 

• Trellis, dendritic and radial 

pattern of drainage can be 

seen. 

• These rivers are in their mature 

stage. 
 

4.Discuss the characteristics of river Brahmaputra. 

The Brahmaputra, one of the largest rivers of the world. 

It is originated in the Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash range near the 

Mansarovar lake.  

From here, it traverses eastward longitudinally for a distance of nearly 1,200 km 

in a dry and 

flat region of southern Tibet, where it is known as the Tsangpo, which means 

‘the purifier’. 
After carving out a deep gorge in the Central Himalayas near Namcha Barwa 

(7,755 m) it enters India west of Sadiya town in Arunachal Pradesh. 

Flowing southwest, it receives its main left bank tributaries, viz., Dibang or 

Sikang and Lohit; thereafter, it is known as the Brahmaputra. 

Other important tributaries are Dhansari, the Subansiri, Kameng, Manas and 

Sankosh.  

The Subansiri which has its origin in Tibet, is an antecedent river. 

The Brahmaputra enters into Bangladesh near Dhubri and flows southward. 

In Bangladesh, the Tista joins it on its right bank from where the river is known 

as the Jamuna.  



It finally merges with the river Padma, which falls in the Bay of Bengal. 

The Brahmaputra is well-known for floods, channel shifting and bank erosion. 

This is due to the fact that most of its tributaries are large, and bring large 

quantity of sediments owing to heavy rainfall in its catchment area. 

5. Why does Kosi cause frequent flood? 

Kosi is an antecedent river. It has a long course. It flows through the Himadri 

range and carries huge amount of sediments. When it enters to Northern Plains 

in Bihar, it deposits the sediments inside the channel and blocks its own course. 

Hence it frequents changes its course and causes flood.   

6. The rivers of India carry huge volumes of water per year but it is unevenly 

distributed both in time and space. Explain 

Rivers of India shows much fluctuation in terms of water regime. The rivers of 

North India are perineal and have less fluctuation as compared to rivers of 

South India. 

The monsoon feeds all the rivers of India which causes heavy rainfall from July 

to September. 

During this period, most of the large peninsular rivers cause flood in is lower 

course. 

But the same rivers carry very less water during summer. It has also resulted in 

conflicts among the states relating to sharing of water. 

The North Western part of India have very few rivers and suffer from shortage 

of water throughout the year.  

 

7. What are the main causes of river water pollution? Suggest some measures 

to prevent pollution. (attempt on your own) 

8. Discuss the evolution of Himalayan river system. 

A river called Shivalik or Indo-Brahma traversed the entire longitudinal extent of 

the Himalaya from Assam 

to Punjab and onwards to Sind, and finally discharged into the Gulf of Sind near 

lower Punjab during the Miocene period some 5-24 million years. 

The remarkable continuity of the Shivalik and its lacustrine origin and alluvial 

deposits consisting of sands, silt, clay, boulders and conglomerates support this 

viewpoint. 

In due course of time Indo– Brahma river was dismembered into three main 

drainage systems: 

 (i) the Indus and its five tributaries in the western 

ii) the Ganga and its Himalayan tributaries in the central part;  



(iii) the stretch of the Brahmaputra in Assam and its Himalayan tributaries in the 

eastern part. 
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