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Section A- Reading

Question 1- Read the comprehension and answer the questions that follow: %‘;

Overpowering prey is a challenge for creatures that do not have limbs. Some species like Russell's viper inject poison.
Some others opt for an alternative non-chemical method — rat snakes, for instance, catch and push their prey against the
ground, while pythons use their muscle power to crush their prey to death. But snakes can't be neatly divided into poisonous
and non-poisonous categories. Even species listed as non-poisonous aren't completely free of poison. The common Sand
Boa, for instance, produces secretions particularly poisonous to birds. So the species doesn't take any chance — it crushes
its prey and injects poison as an extra step.

Do vipers need powerful poison enough to kill hundreds of rats with just one drop? After all, they eat only one or two at
a time. While hunting, animals try their worst to kill most efficiently, their prey use any trick to avoid becoming a meal, such
as developing immunity to poison. For instance, Californian ground squirrels are resistant to Northern Pacific rattlesnake
poison. Competition with prey is not the only thing driving snakes to evolve more and more deadly poison. Snakes also
struggle to avoid becoming prey themselves.

Some snake killers have partial immunity to poison. Famously, mongooses are highly resistant to cobra poison, and with
their speed and agility, kill snakes fearlessly. It would be the death of cobras as a species if they didn't evolve a deadlier
poison to stop mongooses. Poison has another important role. It's an extreme meat softener, specific enzymes break up
the insides of the prey. Normally, a reptile depends on the sun's warm rays to aid digestion. But | wonder if we cannot use
venom in our favor. In remote parts of India, local hospitality often involves leather tough meat. | chew and chew until my
jaws ache. If | spit it out or refuse, our hosts would be offended, | swallow like a python stuffing a deer down its throat and
hope | don't choke. If only | had poison.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions-
I. Overpowering is a challenge for creatures that do not have limbs.

a) prey b) humans c) a python d) killer
II. How do pythons overpower their prey?
a) Catch and push the prey to the ground b) Inject poison

c) Use Non-Chemical Method d) Use muscle power

I1l. Which reptile cannot be put into poisonous or non-poisonous categories?
a) Russell Viper b) Rat Snake c) Python d) Snake
IV. What extra step does Sand Boa take to be sure of their prey’s death?
a) Inject Poison b) Push it to the ground c) Play with its prey  d) Overpower it

V. What trick is used by the prey to avoid becoming a meal?



a) Bite the reptiles b) Kill the reptiles before attacking them
c) Develop Immunity to poison d) Push back the reptiles

VI. Why would Indian hosts be offended?

a) If one cooks meat b) If one spits out meat
c) If one sells meat d) If one buys meat
VIl. What makes mongoose a snake predator?
a) Their speed and agility b) High Resistance to cobra poison
c) All of these d) Kills snakes fearlessly
VIII. Which reptile is dangerous to birds, according to the passage?
a) Sand Boa b) Cobra c) Russell Viper d) Mongoose
IX. Poison meat.
a) breaks down b) hardens c) softens d) enhances taste of
X. Californian squirrels are rattlesnake poison.
a) helpless against b) indifferentto  c) afraid of d) resistant to

Section B-Writing &Grammar

Question 2 - You are Arihant Sharma /Aparajita Verma of C/32, Vrindawan Colony, Linking Road, New Delhi. You have
received the parcel of sports articles ordered by you, some of which are defective and old. Write a letter of complaint to
United Sports, Meerut, the supplier of the sports articles. ( 120-150 words)

Question 3-Design a poster in not less than 100 words for a school talent show. Include the following details:

1. Event Name and Purpose: Clearly state "School Talent Show" and its purpose (e.g., "Showcase the incredible talents
of our students!").
Date and Time: Specify the event date and start time.
Venue: Provide the location within the school.
Sign-Up Details: Explain how students can sign up to perform.

5. Contact Information: Include details for further inquiries.
Question 4-You are Sukesh / Suman of F-64, Mayur Vihar, Delhi. Your friend from Kolkata has invited you to visit him/ her
after your examinations are over. Write a letter to him/her expressing your inability to reach there in not less than 100-120
words.
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Q.5 You are Rohini Mittal, a student of Delhi Public School,Ghaziabad. Write an application to your Principal asking him to
sanction you medical leave for 5 days . Give reasons, why you need the leave. ( word limit — 120 words)

Q.6 Write a paragraph on any one of the following topics- ( 120 words)
a) The morning scene in a village. b) A Visit to the Zoo
c) Importance of Sports and Games

Question 7- Read the following questions carefully and fill in blanks with either past continuous tense or present
continuous tense.

a) He (work) on his project all day yesterday.
a) is working b) was working c) were working



b) They (travel) to Paris at this moment.

a) were traveling b) was traveling c) are traveling
c) The children (play) in the garden when it started to rain.
a) was playing b) were playing c) are playing
d) We (have) dinner when the phone rang.
a) were having b) was having c) are having
e) She (write) an email right now.
a) were writing b) is writing c) was writing
f) 1 (read) a book when you knocked on the door.
a) was reading b) am reading c) were reading
g) They (practice) the piano when | arrived.
a) are practicing b) was practicing c) were practicing
h) The teacher (explain) the lesson when the fire alarm went off.
a) was explaining b) is explaining c) were explaining
i) We (watch) TV when we heard a loud noise.
a) is watching b) were watching c) was watching
j) Right now, the dog (bark) at the mailman.
a) were barking  b) was barking c) is barking

Questions 8 Fill in the blanks by choosing correct form of past perfect tense or present perfect tense in the blanks.

a) She (complete) her homework before dinner.
a) has completed
b) had completed
b) They (finish) their work by the time | arrived.
a) have finished
b) had finished
c) | (see) that movie three times already.
a) have seen
b) had seen
d) By the time we got to the station, the train (leave).
a) has left
b) had left
e) He (just/return) from his trip.
a) has just returned
b) had just returned
f) She (already/meet) him before the party.
a) has already met
b) had already met
g) We (live) in this city for five years now.
a) have lived
b) had lived



h) They (finish) the project by the deadline.
a) have finished
b) had finished
i) | (never/see) such a beautiful sunset before.
a) have never seen
b) had never seen
j) The guests (arrive) by the time the show started.
a) have arrived
b) had arrived

Question 9 Fill in the blanks with simple past or simple present tense.

a) She (go) to school every day.
a) goes b) went
b) They (play) soccer yesterday.
a) play b) played
c) He (eat) breakfast at 7 AM every morning.
a) eats b) ate
d) We (visit) the museum last weekend.
a) visit b) visited
e) lusually (read) before going to bed.
a) read b) reads
f) She (watch) a movie last night.
a) watches b) watched
g) They (work) on the project every day.
a) works b) work
h) He (buy) a new car last month.
a) buys b) bought
i) The teacher (explain) the lesson very well.
a) explains b) explained
i) We (have) dinner at 7 PM yesterday.
a) have b) had

Question 10 Write the sentences in passive voice.
i.  We must write to him.
ii. They are doing the work.
iii.  John wrote the letter.
iv.  Sarah read the book
V. My sister baked the cake.
vi.  James submits the report.



vii.  The choir sang the song.
viii. Open the door.
ix.  Clean the windows.
X.  Turn off the lights.
xi.  Set the table
xii.  She has mailed the file already.
xiii.  They had selected a beautiful design.
xiv.  He will have given the documents.

Q.11 Choose the correct form of verb that agrees with the subject.
a) Your friendship over the years and your support (has/have) meant a great deal to us.

b) Goonj, a shelter for orphanage, (offers/offer) a wide variety of services.

c) The main source of income for Trinidad (is/are) oil and pitch.

d) The chances of your being promoted (is/are) excellent.

e) There (was/were) a Pokémon card stuck to the refrigerator.

f) Neither the professor nor his assistants (was/were) able to solve the mystery of the eerie glow in the laboratory.
g) Many hours at the driving range (has/have) led us to design golf balls with GPS locators in them.
h) Every year, during the midsummer festival, the smoke of village bonfires (fills/fill) the sky.

i) The story performers (was/were) surrounded by children and adults’ eager to see magical tales.
i) A number of videos have/has been deleted from the phone.

k) Two hundred rupees seem/seems a fair price for 2 bricks of ice cream.

I) Noteveryone __ want/wants to learn more and more.

m) Each of the employees is/are going to get a trip as a gift.

n) The style and colour of the trouser __ are/is best for you.

o) One of you has/have to take the responsibility of the kid.

p) What does/do a pair of jeans cost?

g) Nine and nine make/makes eighteen.

r) The furniture of the house is/are quite impressive.

Question 12 The following passage has not been edited. There is a mistake in each line. Write the incorrect word as well

as the correction in your answer sheet. Incorrect Correct
When da Vinci became a young men, (a)
peoples heard he was going (b)
to make paintings for a churches. (c)
But he drew a horse or a plants. (d)

Question 13 Rearrange the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences. One has been done for you as an
example.

e.g. your routine / helps / changing / tension / reduce

Changing your routine helps reduce tension.



a) control / physical exerxcise / taking / helps / bad temper / to

b) people / relax / helps / television / watching

c) bodies / minds / our / early / fresh / morning / the / and / are / in
Question 14 -Fill in the blanks using suitable determiners.

Dear Customer Service Team,

| am writing to express my disappointment and frustration with the default music player on my new phone. Despite

(1. few / a few / many) attempts to customize it, | have found it to be (2. little / a little / highly)
unresponsive and lacking in (3. many / much / several) essential features.
Furthermore, the player's (4. all / both / each) of the pre-set playlists are not to my liking, and | have been unable
to create my own playlists due to the (5. little / a little / much) storage space available.
| request that you take immediate action to _ (6. all / both / each) of the following: update the music player
software, increase storage space, and provide more customization options. | hope that you will take my complaint seriously
and take (7. many / much / several) steps to improve the music player experience.

Section C-Literature
Question 15. Read the lines and answer the questions that follow: -

Long long afterward in an oak
I found the arrow still unbroke;

a) The ‘Arrow’ symbolizes -

(i) Kind words

(ii) Harsh words

(iii) Inspirational words
(iv) Poet’s life

b)The above mentioned poem is written by-

(i) W.B. Yeats

(ii) William Shakespeare

(iii) Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
(iv) Henry James

c) Where did the poet find the song ?
(i) In a tree
(ii) In @ museum
(iii) In his heart

(iv) In the heart of his friend

d)State the literary device used in the line,” “Long, long afterward, in an oak’.



(i) Simile

(ii) Alliteration
(iii) Metaphor
(iv) Hyperbole

e) State the literary device used in the line, ‘For, so swiftly it flew, the sight’

(i) Simile

(ii) Alliteration
(iii) Chiasmus
(iv) Hyperbole

Question 16. Read the lines and answer the questions that follow: -

‘When | decide to play up
she fixes me with a stare,
One flashing look from her big eyes,
and | just don't care to dare!’

(a) What does the phrase "One flashing look from her big eyes, and | just don't care to dare!" imply about the mother's
influence on the speaker?

I.  The mother is very strict and demanding.
II.  The mother has a powerful and commanding presence.
lll.  The mother is kind and gentle.
IV.  The mother is indifferent to the speaker's behavior.
(b) How does the speaker react to seeing her mother frightened by the mouse?

I.  Shelaughs at her fear.
II.  She feels like a hero and decides to protect her.
lll.  She scolds her for being scared.
IV.  d) She calls for help from someone else.
(c) The phrase "l just don't care to dare!" indicates that the speaker:

a) Regrets her decision.

b) Is afraid of the consequences.
c) Is planning to take a risk.

d) Is feeling rebellious.

Question 17. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words:

(a) What is the central theme of the poem ‘Beyond Victory and defeat?’

(b) why is the realm of sports referred to as a place 'where battles are fought'?

(c) Why does Antonio borrows money from Shylock, and what are the conditions of the loan?
(d)What is the significance of the twist at the end of "After Twenty Years'?

Question 18. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 80-100 words:

(a)Justify the title of the poem “The arrow and the song”.
Or
(b)Justify the title of the poem “Mother and the Mouse”.



Question 19 . Think and answer ANY ONE of the following questions-

(a) Traditional games have been passed down through generations and have left
an indelible mark by preserving our heritage. In what way do you think
traditional games help in preserving our heritage?

Or

(b) Give a character sketch of Bassanio.




