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CHAPTER---1. POWER SHARING 
1 Define ethnic 2 
2 Belgium and Sri Lanka both are democracies. Yet, they dealt with the question of power sharing differently. Explain  
3 Why is power may also be shared among  different   social   groups 2 
4 In modern democracies, power is often shared among different organs of the government. Explain. 2 
5 What is power sharing? Why power sharing is important in a democracy? 3 
6 Explain any three consequences of the majoritarian policies adopted by the Sri Lankan government. 3 
7 How far do you agree with the statement that power sharing is keeping with the “Spirit” of democracy? 3 
8 Which three demands of the Sri Lankan Tamils accepted and met with, can settle the ethnic conflict in Sri 

Lanka for good? Explain.  
OR 

Mention any three demands of Sri Lankan Tamils. 

3 

9 Explain any three consequences of the majoritarian policies adopted by the Sri Lankan Government. 3 
10 Why power sharing is desirable? Explain giving any three prudential reasons. 3 
11 Why is power sharing desirable? Explain moral reasons in this regard. 3 
12 How majoritarianism has increased the feeling of alienation among the Sri Lankan Tamils? Explain. 5 
13 State the main elements of the power sharing model evolved in Belgium. 5 

2 FEDERALISM 
 Read and learn the following:  

1. What is Federalism? 2 
2. Which type of power does the Community Government of Belgium enjoy? 2 
3. What do you mean by Panchyati Raj? 2 
4. Define State List and Residuary subjects. 2 
5. State two agreements through which federations have been formed. Give an example of each. 3 
6. Enumerate any three important features of Federalism. 3 
7. State any three major steps taken by the Indian Government towards decentralization in 1992.  

OR 
Which five provisions of the constitutional amendment of 1992 really strengthened the third tier of democracy 
in India? Explain.  

3 

8. Distinguish between the Unitary and Federal systems of government. 3 
9. How is federal power sharing more effective today than in the early years? Explain. 5 
10. Describe the language policy of India. 5 
11. Why is decentralisationfavoured in democracy?  5 
12. Describe the three forms of power sharing among different organs of Government in India.  5 

CHAPTER 3- GENDER, RELIGION AND CASTE 
Q.1. Mention different aspects of life in which women are discriminated or disadvantaged in India.  3 
Q2 State different forms of communal politics with one example of each. 3 
Q3 What is the status of women's representation in India's legislative bodies?  3 
Q4 Mention any five constitutional provisions that make India a secular state. 5 
Q6 Suggest any two measures to integrate the people belonging to different ethnic group in a society.  3 
Q7 What do you understand by casteism? 3 
Q8 Describe any five features of the caste system in India. 5 
Q9 Mention the problem of 'Casteism' in Indian politics. 3 
Q10 Besides caste, which other factors do matter in electoral politics?  3 
Q11 "Secularism is not an ideology of some political parties or persons, but it is one of the foundations of our 

country." Examine the statement. 
OR 

 Mention any three features of 'secularism' described in the Indian Constitution.  

3 

Q12 What is communal politics? Explain the idea behind the communal politics.  3 
Q13 How far is it correct to say that it is not politics that gets caste ridden, but it is the caste that gets politicised? 

Explain.  
5 

Q14 What do you mean by 'Feminist'? 2 
Q15 In which countries, women's representation in politics is very high? 2 
Q16 What is meant by sex ratio?  2 



Q17 How many seats are reserved for women in the local bodies in India? 2 
Q18 Suggest any one way to protect women from domestic oppression. 2 

CHAPTER 4- POLITICAL PARTIES 
1. What is meant by Political Parties? Describe three components of Political parties. 2 
2. What is the guiding philosophy of Bharatiya Janata Party. [ Board Term –II,2015] 2 
3. What is meant by regional political party? State the conditions required to be recognized as a regional political 

party. 
3 

4. What is meant by regional national political party? State the conditions required to be recognized as a ‘national 
political party’. 

3 

5.  “No party system is ideal for all countries and all situations”-justify the statement. 3 
6. “Serious efforts were made by the legal organizations to reform political parties in India”- support the 

statement. 
 

7. Explain how Political Parties are still in the grip of some serious challenges. 3 
8. What steps shall be taken to reform the Political parties in India. Suggest any four steps. 5 
9. “The Political Parties are necessary for democracy”-justify the statement  5 
10. State the various functions political parties perform in a democracy. 5 

CHAPTER---5. OUTCOMES OF DEMOCRACY 
1 Explain the relationship between  democracy  and development.  2 
2 What are the two conditions to accommodate social diversities in a democracy? Mention any one exception to 

this.  
2 

3 How is democratic government known as responsive government? Explain with an example.  2 
4 Explain the condition under which dignity and freedom of the citizens can be promoted. 2 
5 When democracy is considered successful? Explain. 3 
6 Examine the political outcome of democracy. 3 
7 “Democratic governments in practice are known as accountable.” Support the statement with arguments. 3 
8 “Democracy accommodates social diversities”. Support the statement with examples. 3 
9 What  outcomes  can  one  reasonably  expect  of democracies?  3 
10 How can a democratic government be made accountable? Explain. 3 
11 What are the expected outcomes of democracy? Explain. 3 
12 How democracies have been able to reduce poverty? Elaborate. 3 
13 “Democracy is seen to be good in principle but felt to be not so good in practice.” Justify the statement. 3 
14 “A public expression of dissatisfaction with democracy shows the success of democratic project.” Justify the 

statement. 
3 

15 “Democracies are not appearing to be very successful in reducing economic inequalities.” Analyse the 
statement. 

3 

16 Evidence shows that in practice, many democracies did not fulfill the expectations of producing economic 
development in the country. Validate the statement with the help of relevant example. 

5 

17 “Democracy stands much superior in promoting dignity and freedom of the citizens”. Justify the statement. 5 
18 “Some people think that democracy produces a less effective government.” Analyse the statement. 5 

ECONOMICS (CHAPTER-1 DEVELOPMENT) 
Q1 Why do we use averages? Are there any limitations to their use? Illustrate with your own examples related to 

the development. 
3 

Q.2. What is the main criterion used by the World Bank in classifying different countries? What are the limitations of 
this criterion, if any? 

3 

Q3 Why is the issue of sustainability is important for development?  
Q4 In what respects is the criterion used by the UNDP for measuring development different from the one used by 

the World Bank?  
3 

Q5. What is the significance of Human Development Index?   
Q6 Why are public facilities needed for the development of a country?   
Q7. Prove that development for some may be harmful to others. (Imp) OR With the help of examples show two 

groups who may have different notions of development. OR ‘What may be development for one may not be 
development for the other’. Explain by giving examples.  

 

Q8. On what basis are the developmental goals determined by different people ? Give one example to prove that 
development for one may cause harm to others. 

OR 
“People have conflicting developmental goals.” Support the statement with suitable examples. 

OR 
Explain common, different and conflicting goals by giving suitable examples.  

 



“Development for one may be destruction for the other.” Give one example to support the statement.  
OR 

Define Development. With the help of an example show how two groups may have different notions of 
development.   

OR 
 “For development, people look at a mix of goals.” Support this statement with three suitable examples. 

CHAPTER-2 SECTORS OF INDIAN ECONOMY 
Q.1 The problem of underemployment is not confined only to agriculture”. Support the statement with examples.  3 
Q.2 Why didn’t shift out of primary sector happen in case of employment although there has been a change in the 

share of the three sectors in GDP?  
3 

Q3. What is meant by Gross Domestic Product (GDP)? How is GDP measured in India?  3 
Q4 Distinguish between open unemployment and disguised unemployment.  5 
Q5 How is the tertiary sector different from other sectors? Illustrate with few examples. 5 
Q6 Give five reasons for the rising importance of the tertiary sector in production 5 
Q7. Workers are exploited in the unorganized sector. Do you agree with this view.? Give reasons in support of 

your answer. 
5 

Q8. Explain how Public sector contributes to the economic development of a nation. 5 
Q9  Compare the employment conditions prevailing in the Organized and Unorganized sectors.  5 
Q10 Why is NREGA also called the Right to work? Explain the objectives of National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act 2005. (2015, 2014, 2013) 
5 

Q11. With the example of sugarcane, explain the interdependence of all the three sectors of the economy.   
Q12. What are final goods and intermediate goods? How do they help in calculating (GDP) Gross Domestic 

Product? (2013) 
 

Q13.  How can we create more employment in secondary and tertiary sectors in rural India?   
Q15  Describe certain activities of public interest on which the government has to focus on priority basis.   

CHAPTER 3 MONEY AND CREDIT 
1 What are the modern forms of money? Why is the rupee widely accepted as a medium of exchange? 2 
2 What is barter System? What is double coincidence of wants? 2 
3 How do banks generate their income? 2 
4 What are the terms of credit? 3 
5 “The credit activities of the informal sector should be discouraged.” Support the statement with arguments 3 
6 Why is cheap and affordable credit important for the country’s development? Explain any three reasons. 3 
7 Explain any three reasons for the banks and cooperative society to increase their lending facilities in rural 

areas. 
3 

8 Describe the significance of Reserve bank of India. 3 
9 Why is modern currency accepted as a medium of exchange without any use of its own? Find out the reason. 3 
10 Bank plays an important role in the development of the country”. Support this statement with examples 

OR 
How do banks play an important role in the economy of India? Explain. 

5 

11 “Self Help group help borrowers to overcome the problem of lack of collateral.” Examine the statement. 5 
CHAPTER 4 GLOBALISATION AND INDIAN ECONOMY 

1 Differentiate between Multinational Companies and Domestic companies. 2 
2 Differentiate between foreign trade and foreign investment. 2 
3 State two reasons why MNC’s set up production jointly with some of the local companies of other countries. 2 
4 Define liberalization. Why did the Indian government put restrictions to foreign trade and investments after 

independence? 
2 

5 Explain any three advantages of globalization. 3 
6 Give two characteristic features of a ‘Special Economic Zone’? 3 
7 Why do MNC’s set up their offices and factories in certain areas only? Explain any three reasons. 3 
8 Explain any three ways in which MNC’s set up or control production in other countries. 3 
9 Describe the role of technology in promoting the process of Globalisation. 5 
10 Define the term liberalization. Explain the reasons why the Indian Government started the policy of 

liberalization in 1991. 
OR 

‘Barriers on foreign trade and foreign investment were removed to a large extent in India since 1991’. Justify 
the statement. 

5 

11 Give the meaning of WTO? What is the major aim of WTO? Mention any two shortcomings of WTO. 5 



12 Explain the role of government to make globalization fair. 5 
GEOGRAPHY Chapter 1 Resources and Development 

Q1. “Resources are a function of human activities.” Justify this statement. 
Q2. Write the classification of resources on four different bases. 
Q3. Explain four types of resources based on ownership and give one example of each type. 
Q4. “Resource planning is essential for sustainable existence.” Discuss. 
Q5. Why is ‘Resource Planning’ necessary? Give reasons 
Q6. “India has enormous diversity in the availability of resources.” Name four varied regions to justify this statement. 
Q7. “Planning is the widely accepted strategy for judicious use of resources in a country like India”. Justify this statement with 

two relevant points and an example. 
Q8. Explain the concept of resource conservation as voiced by Gandhiji. 
Q9. Write three characteristics of regur and laterite soils.  
Q10. Write four methods of soil conservation. 

Chapter 2 Forest and Wildlife Resources 
Q1. Write four major reasons for the depletion of forest cover. 
Q2. List six factors which have led to the decline in India’s biodiversity. 
Q3. “The destruction of biodiversity is highly correlated with the loss of cultural diversity.” Give four facts to support this 

statement. 
Q4. Write three examples of conservation of biodiversity at community level.  
Q5. Write two characteristics of Joint Forest Management Programme and its two benefits for the community. Which Indian 

state started this programme first of all and when? 
Chapter 3 Water Resources 

Q1. What is water scarcity? Write the main reasons for water scarcity 
Q2. How intensive industrialisation and urbanisation have posed a great pressure on existing fresh water resources in India? 

Explain with two examples for each. 
Q3. What is the need for conservation of water resources? 
Q4. What are the social consequences of multipurpose projects? 
Q5. Describe the traditional method of rainwater harvesting adopted in different parts of India. 

Chapter 4 Agriculture 
Q1. Agriculture has been the backbone of the Indian Economy’ Explain the statement by giving reason. 
Q2. Write the main characteristics of intensive subsistence farming. 
Q3. What are the major differences between primitive subsistence farming and commercial farming? 
Q4. Name one horticultural plantation crop and two beverage plantation crops and two States each which specialise in their 

production respectively. 
Q5. Where are rabi crops mainly grown? Describe the climatic conditions required for their growth 
Q6. Name the food crop of Kharif season. What is India’s position in the world with regard to its production? 

(b) Write the rainfall and temperature requirements for the growth of this crop. 
(c) Name four major regions of rice cultivation. 
(d) Name four states which produce rice. 

Q7. (a) What percentage of the total cropped area of India is under oilseed production? What is India’s position in the world 
with regard to oilseed production? 
(b) Name six oilseeds produced in India. What are their main uses? 
(c) Which oilseed constitutes 50% of the oilseeds produced in the country? Name three major states producing this 
oilseed. 
(d) Name three oilseeds of Kharif season and three of Rabi season. 

Q8.  Give the main reasons which have necessitated agricultural reforms. 
Q9.  What are ‘Institutional Reforms’? Enlist various institutional reforms taken by the Indian Government to bring about 

improvements in agriculture. 
Q10.  Describe some concerted efforts made by the government to modernise Indian agriculture and improve its share in the 

GDP. 
Ch -5 MINERALS AND ENERGY RESOURCES 

Q1. Suggest any two ways to conserve energy resources in India. 
Q2. Suggest any two ways to improve the usage of Solar energy. 
Q3. How can biogas solve the energy problem mainly in rural India? Give your suggestion. 
Q4. Why is conservation of mineral resources essential? Explain any three methods to conserve them. 

Ch- 6 MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
Q1.Examine the reasons for the location of most of the jute mills in West Bengal. 
Q2. Examine the multi-prolonged aspects of Information Technology and Electronics Industry. 
Q3. ‘Industrialization and urbanization go hand in hand’ Justify the statement by giving any three arguments. 



Q4. ‘Agriculture and industry are not exclusive of each other.’ Support your answer by giving any three arguments. 
Q5. Suggest any three steps to minimize environmental degradation caused by industrial development in India. 

Ch- 7 LIFELINES OF NATIONAL ECONOMY 
Q1. Examine the factors that influence the distribution pattern of railway network in India. 
Q2. How has the world been converted into a global village? Explain. 
Q3. ‘Airways is the most preferred mode of transport in North-Eastern States of India.’ Give three reasons to prove this 

preference. 
Q4. Roadways have an edge over the railways in India. Support the statement with examples. 
Q5. How Tourism as an industry has a bright future in India?  

CHAPTER 1--THE RISE OF NATIONALISM IN EUROPE 
1 What was Zollverien? 2 
2 Conservative regimes set up in 1815 were autocratic. Justify the statement?  2 
3 What is romanticism? 2 
4 How had the female figures become an allegory of the nation during the 19th century in Europe? Analyse. 2 
5 Describe any three economic hardships faced by Europe in 1830s. 3 
6 Culture had played an important role in the development of nationalism in Europe during the 18th and 19th 

centuries. Support the statement with examples. 
3 

7 Explain any three beliefs of the conservatism that emerged after 1815.  3 
8 Describe any three reforms introduced by Napoleon in the territories he conquered.  3 
9 Explain any three causes of conflict in the Balkan area after 1871.  3 
10 Explain any three measures introduced by the French revolutionaries to create a sense of collective identity 

amongst the French people. 
3 

11 “Nationalism spreads when people begin to believe that they are all part of the same nation.” Support the 
statement.  

5 

12 ‘The 1830s were years of great economic hardship in Europe.’ Support the statement with four examples  5 
13 Describe the process of unification of Italy.  5 
14  “Napoleon  had,  no  doubt   destroyed   democracy  in France, but in the administrative field he had 

incorporated revolutionary principles in order to make the whole system more rational and efficient”. Support 
the statement. 

 

CHAPTER 2 NATIONALISM IN INDIA 
1. Explain the idea of ‘Satyagraha’ according to Gandhiji. 2 
2. Gandhiji decided in 1919 to launch a nationwide ‘Satyagraha’ against the proposed ‘Rowlatt Act’. Mention 

any two conditions of the proposed ‘Rowlatt Act’. 
2 

3. “DR. B. R. Ambedkar ultimately accepted Gandhiji’s position and the te result was the ‘Poona pact” in 1932- 
Describe the main features of ‘Poona pact’. 

2 

4. Who had designed the ‘Swaraj Flag’? Mention its significance. 2 
5. How was the Civil Disobedient Movement different from the Non-Cooperation Movement? 2 
6. Name the leaders of the Khilafat Movement. Why did Gandhijiwant to merge Khilafat Movement with Non-

cooperation Movement? 
2 

7. Why did Gandhiji withdraw the Non- Cooperation Movement? 2 
8. How did the salt Satyagraha become an effective tool of resistance against British colonialism in India during 

1930? Explain. 
3 

9. Discuss various stages of the Non Cooperation Movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 3 
10. Write a short note on JallianwalaBagh massacre. 3 
11. Interpret the implication of the ‘First World War’ on the economic and political situation of India. 

OR 
Elucidate the effects of ‘First World War’ on India. 

5 

12. How did people belonging to different communities, regions or language groups in India develop a sense of 
collective belonging? Elucidate.  

5 

13. Explain the importance of ‘Salt March’ initiated by Gandhiji as a symbol  to unite the nation.  
14. How did the Non-Cooperation Movement spread to the countryside and drew into its fold the struggles of 

peasants and tribal communities? Elaborate. 
 

CHAPTER 3-THE MAKING OF A GLOBAL WORLD 
Q.1. Explain how the global transfer of disease in the pre-modern world helped in the colonisation of the Americas.  3 
Q2 Explain the causes of the Great Depression. 3 
Q.3 Which was the most powerful weapon used by the Spanish to conquer America? 1 
Q.4 Describe the significance of silk routes in the pre-modern period in the field of trade cultural exchange and 

religion.  
3 



Q5 What were the effects of the British Government's decision to abolish the Corn Laws?  3 
Q6 Explain the impact of the First World War on Britain's economy. 3 
Q7 Why did Group 77 countries demand a New International Economic Order? Explain. 3 
Q8. 'Food offers many examples of long distance cultural exchange'. Justify this statement. 3 
Q9. The First World War was modern industrial war'. Explain. 3 
Q10 Describe the role of technology in transformation of the world in the 19th century. 3 
Q11 Explain the word El Dorado 2 
Q12 Why did smallpox kill a large number of native Americans? 2 
Q13 How the 19th century 'indentured labour' has often been described? 2 
Q14 Indian indentured workers came from which regions of India? 2 
Q15 Which countries were considered as Axis Power during the Second World War? 2 

CLASS-X CHAPTER- INDUSTRIALISATION 
1. Explain what is meant by proto industrialisation? 2 
2.  Why did Woman workers in Britain attack the Spinning Jenny? [CBSE Sept. 2011] 2 
3. Why the East India Company appointed gomastha to supervise weavers in India? [CBSE Sept. 2011] 2 
4. Who were the Jobbers? Explain their main functions. 3 
5. Why did the weavers and gomasthas clash? 3 
6. Explain any three problems faced by Indian weavers in 1850s. 3 
7. Explain any three causes which led to the decline of Indian cotton textiles in the early nineteenth century. 3 
8. Why did the industrial production in India increase during the First World War? [CBSE Sept. 2011] 5 
9. Why did some industrialists in the nineteenth century Europe prefer hand labour over machines? 5 
10. Why did industrial production in India increase during First World War? 5 

CHAPTER---5. PRINT CULTURE AND THE MODERN WORLD 
1 Why did the Roman Catholic Church impose control over publishers and booksellers?  2 
2 Why couldn’t the production of hand written manuscripts satisfy the ever increasing demand for books? Give 

any two reasons.  
2 

3 How’ were magazines different from novels? Write any two differences.  2 
4 What was Protestant reformation? 2 
5 What were the limitations of the written manuscripts in India? Explain.  2 
6 “By the end of 19th century a new visual culture was taking shape.” Explain.  2 
7 Explain any three factors responsible for the invention of new printing techniques.  3 
8 In what three ways did the printed books at first closely resemble the written manuscripts? 3 
9 Explain any three reasons which created a large number of new readers in the nineteenth century. 3 
10 Explain the effects of print culture in the religious sphere in early modern Europe.  3 
11 How did new form of popular literature appear in print targeting new audience in the 18th century? Explain 

with examples. 
3 

12 What was the attitude of the liberal and conservative Indians towards women’s reading? How did women like 
Kailashbhashini Debi respond to this in their writings? 

3 

13 Explain with examples the role of print culture in the bringing of the French revolution. 3 
14 Martin Luther remarked, “Printing is the ultimate gift of god and the greatest one.” Explain his remarks in the 

light of religious reforms that took place in Europe. 
3 

15 By the nineteenth century, what were te series of further innovations in printing technology ? 3 
16 Why Mercier did commented ‘Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world! Tremble before the virtual writer!’ 3 
17 What was Vernacular press act? 3 
18 Write any tree demerits of manuscripts. 3 
 

*** 


