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Q1. From what type of health problems the workers suffer while working in a 

wool industry? 

Ans. People working in the wool industry sometimes get infected by a bacterium 

called anthrax during the sorting of the fleece of sheep. It leads to a fatal blood 

disease called as sorter’s disease which is an occupational hazard. 

 

Q2. Define Selective breeding. 

Ans. The process of breeding of selected parents for obtaining special characters 

in their offspring such as soft hair in the sheep is termed as selective breeding. 

 

Q3. How can you distinguish between natural silk and artificial silk? 

Ans. 
 Natural silk Artificial silk  

 It is obtained from cocoons of silk 

worm. 

It is obtained from wood pulp.  

 It is made up of protein. It is made up of cellulose(a plant 

material), 

 

 Natural silk is an animal fibre. It is prepared artificially in 

laboratories. 

 

 On performing burning test it gives 

smell of burning hair. 

On performing burning test it gives the 

smell of burning paper. 

 

 It is very expensive. It is cheaper as compared to natural 

silk. 

 

 

Q4. How the silk fibres are obtained from silk moth? 

Ans. Silk fibres are obtained from silk moth in the following ways: 

1. Female silk moth lay eggs. 

2. Eggs are warmed to a suitable temperature for the larvae to hatch from the 

eggs. 

3. The larvae/caterpillar are kept in clean trays along with freshly chopped 

mulberry leaves. 

4. After 25 to 30 days the caterpillar stops eating and starts spinning cocoon. 

5. Cocoons are boiled in water for the fibres to get separated. 
6. Fibres are then taken out from cocoon (reeling) for use as silk. 



 

Q5. Write the various steps involved in the processing of wool. 

Ans. Processing of fibres into wool involves the following steps: 

1. The fleece of the sheep along with thin layer of skin is removed from the 

body. This process is called shearing. 

2. The fleece of sheep (or cut hair of sheep) that contains dust, dirt, dried sweat 

and grease, etc is thoroughly washed in tanks. This process of washing of 

sheared hair is called scouring. 

3. The washed fleece is then sent to a factory where hair of different textures 

are separated or sorted. This process is called as sorting. 

4. After sorting, the small fluffy fibres, called burrs, are picked out from the 

hair which are then dyed in desired colour. 
5. The fibres are then straightened, combed and rolled into yarn. 

 

WORKSHEET (For practice-Not to be solved in notes copy) 

Q1. Fill in the blanks. 

1. Silk fibres come from of the silk moth. 

2. Risks faced by workers in any industry are called . 

3. The rearing of silkworms for obtaining silk is called as . 

4.   leads the world in silk production. 

5. The process of taking out threads from the cocoons for use as silk is 

called the silk. 

 

Q2. Match the following. 
 Column 1 Column 2  

 1. Sericulture a. Beekeeping  

 2. Floriculture b. Morus alba.  

 3. Kashmiri goat c. Rearing of silkworms  

 4. Apiculture d. Cultivation of flowering and 

ornamental plants 
 

 5. Silviculture e. Cultivating mulberry plants  

 6. Mulberry f. Practice to keep the quality of 
forests. 

 

 7. Moriculture g. Pashmina shawls  

 

Q3. Choose the correct option: 

 

1. Which of the following makes silk fibres – 

(a) Larva 

(b) Adult silk moth 

(c) Pupa 



(d) None of the above 

2. Pattanwadi is an Indian breed of sheep found in 

(a) Gujarat 

(b) Rajasthan 

(c) Harayana 

(d) Punjab 

3. The most common variety of silk is – 

(a) Tassar silk 

(b) Kota silk 

(c) Mulberry silk 

(d) Mooga silk 

4. Which of the following is not a type of silk? 

(a) Mulberry silk 

(b) Tassar silk 

(c) Mooga silk 

(d) Moth silk 

5. The bringing up and looking after the sheep is called: 

(a) Rearing 

(b) Shearing 

(c) Scouring 
(d) Sorting 

Q4. Identify the statements as true or false. 

1. Sheep are omnivores. 

2. Shorter woollen fibres are spun and woven into woollen cloth. 

3. Silkworms are caterpillars of silk moth 

4. The silk moth makes the silk fibre. 

5. On performing burning test artificial silk gives the smell of burning hair. 

 

 

Q5. Think and answer the following: 

 

    Four different types of fibres are given to us. Out of these, two fibres (1 and 

2) are obtained from plants and other two (3 and 4) fibres are obtained from 

animals. Fibre (1) is used in filling quilts and the yarn made of fibre (2) is 

used in making gunny bags, The yarn made from fibre (3) is used for 

knitting sweaters and yarn of fibre (4) is used for weaving sarees. Name the 

four given fibres marked 1, 2, 3 and 4. 



 

Q6. Identify and label different stages of life cycle of a silk moth in the given 

diagram. 

 
 

 

 


