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TEXTUAL QUESTIONS:- 

 

1. Which country or countries do you think “the Northland” refers to? 

Answer: 

The Northland may refer to any extremely cold country in the Earth's north polar region. 

2. What did Saint Peter ask the old lady for? What was the lady’s reaction? 

Answer: 

Saint Peter asked the old lady for one of her baked cakes. The lady tried to bake a small cake for the 

saint. But as the cake was baking, she noticed that it seemed too big to give away, so she took a 

smaller dough. She found that this one is as big as the first one so she took a really tiny piece of 

dough and rolled it thin as a wafer. But she couldn't part with it and she put it on the shelf. Thus, at 

last, she did not give anything to Saint Peter. 

3. How did he punish her? 

Answer: 

He punished the lady by changing her into a woodpecker that would have to build a nest to live in and 

gather scanty food all day long by boring in the hard dry wood. 

4. How does the woodpecker get her food? 

Answer: 

The woodpecker gets its food by boring holes into hard and dry woods of trees. 

5. Do you think that the old lady would have been so ungenerous if she had known who Saint 

Peter really was? What would she have done then? 

Answer: 

No, the old lady would not have been so ungenerous if she had known who Saint Peter really was. 

Instead, she would have welcomed him in her house happily and given him several large cakes to 

please him and get his blessings. 

6. Is this a true story? Which part of this poem do you feel is the most important? 

Answer: 

No, this is not a true story. It is a legend. 

I think the most important part of this poem is the one in which Saint Peter turns the old lady into a 

woodpecker to teach her a lesson. In this part, we get to learn the very important values of life that 

are generosity and helping others. We should appreciate all the comforts and luxuries we enjoy as 

human beings. We should not be selfish. 

 

7. What is a legend? Why is this poem called a legend? 

Answer: 

A legend is an old popular story which is believed by many but one cannot prove whether it is true or 

not. It usually contains a message or a moral and is narrated to children. 



This poem is a traditional story narrated to the children of the Northland. As the story has a 

supernatural element in the end, its authenticity cannot be verified. The poet himself says that he 

doesn't believe this tale to be true. Moreover, the poem gives a message of being generous towards 

fellow beings. That's why it is called a legend. 

8. Write the story of ‘A Legend of the Northland’ in about ten sentences. 

Answer: 

Once Saint Peter, who moved around preaching, stopped by an old lady's cottage because he was 

feeling hungry and weak after fasting the whole day. The lady was baking cakes on the hearth. He 

asked her for a cake. The lady was quite ungenerous. She tried to make a tiny cake for him. But as it 

was baking, she found it too large to be given away. She tried to make smaller cakes two more times 

but each time the cakes seemed too large to her and in the end she did not give any cake to the 

Saint. 

Saint Peter became very angry to see such greedy behavior of the lady and called her too selfish to 

live as a human and have food, shelter and a fire to keep her warm. He punished her by changing her 

into a woodpecker that would have to build a nest to live in and get its food by boring the hard dry 

trunks of trees.  Her clothes were burned and she was left with her scarlet cap on her head as she 

flew out through the chimney. Even today the country school boys are said to have seen her in the 

woods, boring the trees for food. 

 

(EXTRA QUESTIONS) 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

Question 1. 
Where does this legend belong to and what kind of country is it? 
Answer: 
The legend belongs to the “Northland”, an area that could refer to any of the extremely cold countries 
in the Earth’s north polar region, such as Greenland, the northern regions of Russia—Siberia, or the 
Scandinavian countries – Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Iceland and Finland. It is a cold place where 
days are short and the nights are long. 

Question 2. 
‘And the children look like bear’s cubs.’ What have the children been compared to? Why? 
Answer: 
Northland is a cold place so the children have to wear funny furry dresses to protect themselves from 
cold. These dresses make them look like bear cubs. 

Question 3. 
What does the poet tell us about the story she is about to narrate? Why does she want to tell 
the tale? 
Answer: 
The poet says that she is going to tell a strange tale told by the people of Northlands. She admits that 
though the story may not be true, still she wants to tell the story because it contains an lesson in 
generosity and philanthropy. She wants the readers to learn a lesson from the poem. 

 

 

(EXTRA QUESTIONS) 

 

Long answer type questions  

 



Question 1. 

A holy man should not curse the lady. Justify this statement in the context of the poem ‘A 

Legend of the Northland’. 

Answer: 

A holy man is known for his wisdom. He teaches moral lessons to the people whether they are liberal 

or greedy. All are equal in his eyes. In the present story, Saint Peter is a holy man. He is also famous 

for his preaching. He has preached and travelled a lot. So, he is hungry. He asks the lady for some 

food but she does not share her food with him. Finally, the saint becomes angry and curses her. In 

fact, he should have shown some mercy and the example of his wisdom. Therefore, it is appropriate 

to say that a holy man should not curse the lady. 

Question 2. 

How can you say that the old lady was greedy? 

Answer: 

The old lady was running a bakery. Saint Peter was a wise saint. He had travelled and preached a lot 

so he was tired and hungry. He had arrived at her door for some food. Still the lady made him wait for 

the cake for a long time. Every time she tried to bake too small cake but unfortunately the cake often 

seemed to her of a bigger size. The old lady did not want to share the cake of this size with the saint. 

At last, the saint grew angry and cursed her. So, it can be said that her greed had no limit. 

Question 3 

Why was St. Peter forced to curse the greedy little woman? Can you justify the action of St. 

Peter? 

Answer: 

St. Peter was a holy man. He was a Christian saint. He spent his time moving around places and 

preaching the people there. Saints generally bless the people. They don’t curse them. However, 

these holy men resort to cursing when people defy good sense and become evil. The little woman in 

the story was extremely selfish and greedy. After much travelling and preaching, St. Peter had 

become tired. He had become weak and hungry after the fast. He came to the cottage of the little 

woman for food. Seeing her baking cakes, St. Peter asked her to give one from her store of cakes. 

The greedy woman made a very little piece of cake for him. Even that small piece looked too large to 

be given away to the saint. Hence, she went on making it smaller and smaller. The hungry St. Peter 

cursed the selfish and greedy woman. She was cursed to be a woodpecker boring and struggling for 

her scanty food. St. Peter was justified in cursing her. She had deprived a tired and hungry saint even 

from a small piece of cake. She was rightly punished for her greed. 

Question 4. 

Why was the little woman cursed particularly to be a woodpecker and not another bird? How 

did she struggle to get her scanty food? 

Answer: 

The little woman aroused the anger of a holy man. The saint spend most of his time in travelling and 

preaching. Constant fasting had made him hungry and weak. 

Saint Peter asked for a small piece of cake when he saw a little woman baking cakes. The greedy 

woman could have easily given a piece of cake to the saint. But the selfish woman thought that even 

a very little piece was too large to be given away to him. She denied even this little offering. The saint 

cursed her to be a woodpecker. A woodpecker has to bore for a long time to get even a scanty food. 

She was cursed to labour hard by boring into the tree to get even her scanty food as she had made 



the saint to wait so long for such a small piece of cake. 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTION:- 

Then up she went through the chimney,  

Never speaking a word,  

And out of the top flew a woodpecker, 

 For she was changed to a bird. 

 

She had a scarlet cap on her head,  

And that was left the same;  

But all the rest of her clothes were burned  

Black as a coal in the flame. 

 

1. Where did the story of this poem occur? 
A) Switzerland 
B) Scotland 
C) Northland 
D) Netherland 
 

2. Which bird did the Saint's curse change the woman into ? 
A) a sparrow 
B) a crow 
C) a parrot 
D) a woodpecker 
 

3. What made St. Peter angry with the woman? 
A) her cakes 
B) she made a thin cake for him 
C) her greedy actions 
D) All 
 

4. What message does this poem convey? 
A) be greedy 
B) don’t help the poor 
C) don’t be greedy and help the poor and hungry people 
D) All 

 

Answers:- 1-D, 2-D, 3-C, 4-C 

 

Content prepared at home by KPT. 

 


