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ANS: a) correct b) correct c) wrong d) correct 
 
2. Mark correct or wrong against each of the following statements below that describe 
the way the UN functions. 
 a. All security and peace related issues are dealt with in the Security Council. 
CORRECT 
 b. Humanitarian policies are implemented by the main organs and specialised 
agencies spread across the globe. WRONG 
 c. Having consensus among the five permanent members on security issues is vital for 
its implementation. CORRECT 
d. The members of the General Assembly are automatically the members of all other 
principal organs and specialised agencies of the UN. WRONG 
 
 
3. Which among the following would give more weightage to India’s 
proposal for permanent membership in the Security Council? 
a. Nuclear capability 
b. It has been a member of the UN since its inception 
c. It is located in Asia 
d. India’s growing economic power and stable political system 
 
 
4. The UN agency concerned with the safety and peaceful use of 
nuclear technology is: 
a. The UN Committee on Disarmament 
b. International Atomic Energy Agency 
c. UN International Safeguard Committee 
d. None of the above 
 
5. WTO is serving as the successor to which of the following 
organisations 
a. General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 



b. General Arrangement on Trade and Tariffs 
c. World Health Organisation 
d. UN Development Programme 
 
6. Fill in the blanks. 
a. The prime objective of the UN is __to maintain peace and security 
b. The highest functionary of the UN is called____Secretariat. 
c. The UN Security Council has ___5__ permanent and ___10__nonpermanent 
members. 
d. _Antonio Guterres  is the present UN Secretary-General. 
 
7.Match the principal organs and agencies of the UN with their functions: 
 
1. Economic and Social Council 
 

c. Looks into the economic and social 
welfare of the member 
countries 
 

2. International Court of Justice e. Resolves disputes between and among 
member countries 

3. International Atomic Energy Agency d. Safety and peaceful use of nuclear 
technology 

4. Security Council b. Preservation of international peace 
and security 

5. UN High Commission for Refugees f. Provides shelter and medical help 
during emergencies 

6. World Trade Organisation j. Facilitates free trade among member 
countries 

7. International Monetary Fund a. Oversees the global financial system 
8. General Assembly g. Debates and discusses global issues 
9. World Health Organisation i. Providing good health for all 
10. Secretariat h. Administration and coordination of 

UN affairs 
 

 

8. What are the functions of the Security Council? 
Ans. Following are the main functions of the Security Council: 

 The SC maintains peace and security in the world. 
 Suggests methods to adjust disputes among nations. 
 Can take military action on the  requirement. 
 Elects judges of the ICJ. 
 Appoints the Secretary General by recommending to the General Assembly. 
 Can also apply economicsanction against the aggressive state.   



 INDIA AND THE UN REFORMS 
9. As a citizen of India, how would you support India’s candidature for the permanent 
membership of the Security Council? Justify your proposal. 
 
Ans. India supports an increase in the permanent and non - permanent members of 
the Security Council. India itself wishes to be a permanent member in the restructured 
UN. India's claim is justified on the following grounds- 

a) lndia is the second most populous country of the world comprising almost one 
fifth of the population. 

b) The country of India is the world’s largest democracy and upholds the 
democratic ideals. The ideology of peace and stability is an imperative part of 
the country’s foreign policy and national interest. 

c) The country of India is the house or crucible of ethnic groups, so it will be an 
asset to an international organization as it enhances the ideas of representation 
of different sections of the world. 

d) India is also considered as economic giant of Asia, so its structural power can 
help in the economic strengthening of the UN. 

e)  India has also made regular financial contributions to the UN and never faltered 
on its payments. 

f) India has participated in virtually all of the initiatives of the UN. Its role in the 
UN’s peacekeeping efforts is a long and substantial one. 

 
g) The hard power, soft power and structural power of India makes it a perfect 

candidate for the permanent membership of the UNSC. 
OBJECTIONS ON INDIA'S CLAIM TO A PERMANENT SEAT 
10. Why do some countries question the issue of India’s inclusion as a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council? Explain. 
Ans. 

•  Some countries are concerned with India's nuclear weapons capability. 
• Others think that its difficulties with Pakistan will make India ineffective as a 

permanent member. 
• There are other emerging powers too as Brazil, Germany , Japan and South 

Africa. There are those who feel that South America and Africa should be 
included in any expansion because they are the only continents who are 
unrepresented. 

• In these circumstances it does not appear easy for India to gain a permanent 
seat for itself in the Security Council. 

 
11. “India has supported the restructuring of the UN on several grounds.” Justify the 
statement with three suitable arguments. 

 One of the India’s major concerns has been the composition of SC, which has 
remained largely static while the UN General Assembly membership has 
expanded. This has harmed the representative character of the SC 



 It believes that an expanded Council, with more representation, will enjoy greater support in 
the world community. 

 India also supports an enhanced role for the UN in promoting development and cooperation 
among member states 

  India believes that development should be central to the UN’s agenda as it is a vital 
precondition for the maintenance of peace and security. 

 India also support an increase in no. of both permanent and non-permanent members. 
REFORMS OF STRUCTURE AND PROCESSES 
10. Critically evaluate the difficulties involved in implementing the suggested reforms to reconstruct 
the UN. 
Ans. In view of the growing demands for the restructuring of the UN on 1st January ,1997, a step was 
taken in this direction to reform UN and few criterias were proposed but there are few difficulties 
involved in reconstructing and reforming the UN which are as follows : 
 
   

a) How big an economic or military power a country should be to qualify for Security Council 
membership. 

b) What level of budget contribution a country should have to get into the SC. 
c) A big population is an asset or liability for a country trying to play a bigger role in the world. 
d) There would be many countries with excellent record of democracy but they would be 

effective as Council members will be a question. 
e) On which ground the matter of representation to be based. 
f) Equitable representation in geographical terms means that there should be one seat each 

from Asia, Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean , is not clear. 
The above mentioned difficulties are involved in implementing the suggested reforms to 
reconstruct the UN. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD 
 
11. Though the UN has failed in preventing wars and related miseries, nations prefer its 
continuation. What makes the UN an indispensable organisation? 
Ans. Though there are concerns about the reforms but there is a hope that few changes would help 
UN cope  
Better with a unipolar world. 

•  The UN has served to bring US and the rest of the world into discussions over various issues. 
• US also sees UN as serving the purpose in bringing together over 190 nations in dealing with 

conflict and social , economic development. 
• As for the rest of the world the UN provides an arena within which it is possible to modify US 

attitudes and policies. 
• The UN is an imperfect body but without it the world would be worst off. 
• To provide financial assistance to developing countries and underdeveloped countries, UN is 

required 
• Technology promises to increase  planetary interdependence and therefore the importance 

of UN will only increase 
 

 

 

 

 


