
 

 

   Class Notes 
Class: XI Topic: CH-4. The Central Islamic Lands 

 
Subject: HISTORY 

 

NOTES: 

The Abbasid Revolution  and changes introduced by Abbasids 

 

      The Abbasids, descendants of Abbas, the Prophet’s uncle. The Abbasids portrayed the Umayyad 

regime as evil and promised a restoration of the original Islam of the Prophet. 

      The Abbasid uprising broke out in the distant region of Khurasan which  had a mixed Arab-Iranian 

population which could be mobilised for various reasons 

      The Arab soldiers in Khurasan were mostly from Iraq and resented the dominance of the Syrians. 

The civilian Arabs of Khurasan disliked the Umayyad regime for having made promises of tax 

concessions and privileges which were never fulfilled. 

      A well-organised movement, called dawa, brought down the Umayyads and replaced them with 

another family of Meccan origin, the Abbasids, in 750. 

      Their army was led by an Iranian slave, Abu Muslim, who defeated the last Umayyad caliph, 

Marwan, in a battle at the river Zab. 

Administrative changes introduced by Abbasids 

 

      Under Abbasid rule, Arab influence declined, while the importance of Iranian culture increased. 

      The Abbasids changed their capital from Damascus to Baghdad. 

      The army and bureaucracy were reorganised on a non-tribal basis to ensure greater participation 

by people of Iraq and Khurasan. 

      The Abbasid rulers strengthened the religious status and functions of the caliphate and patronised 

Islamic institutions and scholars. 

      They maintained the magnificent imperial architecture and elaborate court ceremonials of the 

Umayyads. 

Causes for the Break-up of the Caliphate 

 

      In 810, a civil war broke out between supporters of Amin and Mamun, sons of the caliph Harun al-

Rashid, which deepened the factionalism and created a new power bloc of Turkish slave officers. 

      A number of minor dynasties arose, such as the Tahirids and Samanids in Khurasan and 

Transoxiana and the Tulunids in Egypt and Syria. Abbasid power was soon limited to central Iraq and 

western Iran. 

      In 945 the Buyids, a Shiite clan from the Caspian region of Iran captured Baghdad. They kept the 

Abbasid caliph as the symbolic head of their Sunni subjects. 

      The Fatimids, the descendants of Fatima, the Prophet’s daughter claimed that they are the sole 

rightful rulers of Islam. From their base in North Africa, they conquered Egypt in 969 and established 

the Fatimid caliphate. 

      The Turks were nomadic tribes from the Central Asian steppes who gradually converted to Islam. 

They were skilled riders and warriors and entered the Abbasid, Samanid and Buyid administrations as 

slaves and soldiers, rising to high positions on account of their loyalty and military abilities. 

The Rise of Sultanates 

 

      The Ghaznavid sultanate was established by Alptegin (961) and it was consolidated by Mahmud of 

Ghazni. Ghaznavids were a military dynasty with a professional army of Turks and Indians. 



 

 

      The Abbasid caliphs were not rivals but a source of legitimacy for Ghaznavids. Mahmud of Ghazni 

was conscious of being the son of a slave and was especially eager to receive the title of Sultan from 

the caliph. 

      The caliph was willing to support the Sunni Ghaznavid as a counterweight to Shiite power. The 

Saljuq Turks entered Turan as soldiers in the armies of the Samanids and Qarakhanids. They later 

established themselves as a powerful group under the leadership of two brothers, Tughril and 

Chaghri Beg. 

       Taking advantage of the chaos following the death of Mahmud of Ghazni, the Saljuq 

Turks conquered Khurasan in 1037 and made Nishapur their first capital. The Saljuqs next turned 

their attention to western Persia and Iraq (ruled by the Buyids) and in 1055, restored Baghdad to 

Sunni rule. 

      The caliph, al-Qaim, conferred on Tughril Beg the title of Sultan in a move that marked the 

separation of religious and political authority. The two Saljuq brothers ruled together in accordance 

with the tribal notion of rule by the family as a whole. 

Causes for the Crusade Wars 

 

      Jerusalem was conquered by the Arabs in 638 but it was ever-present in the Christian imagination 

as the place of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. Christians wanted to recover Jerusalem and this 

was an important factor for the Crusade wars. 

 

      Normans, Hungarians and Slavs (People of Eastern Europe) had been converted to Christianity, and 

the Muslims alone remained as the main enemy of Christians. 

 

       There was also a change in the social and economic organisation of the Western Europe in the 

eleventh century which contributed to the hostility between Christian and the Islamic worlds. 

Christians established political stability through economic growth based on agriculture and trade. 

But Muslims tried the same through violence and plunder. 

 

      The death of Malik Shah in 1092 (the sultan of Baghdad) was followed by the disintegration of his 

empire. This offered the Byzantine emperor, Alexius I, a chance to regain Jerusalem, Asia Minor and 

northern Syria. 

 

       For Pope Urban II, this was an opportunity to revive the spirit of Christianity. In 1095, the Pope 

joined the Byzantine emperor in calling for a war in the name of God to liberate the Holy Land. 

What are Crusade Wars? 

Between 1095 and1291, European Christians fought wars against Muslim of the eastern 

Mediterranean to recapture Jerusalem. These wars were later designated as Crusades. According to 

some sources Pope Urban II gifted cross to all the Christian soldiers to fight in the war that is why the 

war was named so. 

I, II and III Crusade wars 

 

      In the first crusade (1098-99), soldiers from France and Italy captured Antioch in Syria, and claimed 

Jerusalem. Their victory was accompanied by the slaughter of Muslims and Jews in the city, settled 

by both Christians and Muslims. 

      The Franks quickly established four crusader states in the region of Syria-Palestine. Collectively, 

these territories were known as Outremer (crusader states). 

      When the Turks captured Edessa in 1144, an appeal was made by the Pope for a second 

crusade (1145-49). A combined German and French army made an attempt to capture 

Damascus but they were defeated and forced to return home. 



 

 

      After this, there was a gradual erosion of the strength of crusader states. Salah al-Din (Saladin) 

created an Egypto-Syrian empire and gave the call for jihad or holy war against the Christians, and 

defeated them in 1187.He regained Jerusalem, nearly a century after the first crusade. 

      The loss of the city Jerusalem prompted a third crusade in 1189, but the crusaders gained little 

victory in Palestine and got free access to Jerusalem for Christian pilgrims. The Mamluks, the rulers 

of Egypt, finally drove the crusading Christians from all of Palestine in 1291. Europe gradually lost 

military interest in Islam and focused on its internal political and cultural development. 

 

Impacts of Crusade wars 

 

      The Crusades left a lasting impact on two aspects of Christian-Muslim relations. One was 

the harsher attitude of the Muslim state towards its Christian subjects which resulted from the 

bitter memories of the conflict as well as the needs for security in areas of mixed populations. 

      The other was the greater influence of Italian mercantile in the trade between the East and the 

West even after the restoration of Muslim power. 

 

QUESTION AND ANSWERS: 

Question 1. What were the features of the lives of the Bedouins in the early seventh century? 

Answer: The Bedouins were Arab tribes. The main features of their lives are as follows: 

• They led a nomadic life. 

• They were indulged in looting, plundering and internal quarrels. 

• They were camel pastoralists and moved with their animals from oases to oases. 

• Date-palm and camel milk were their main diet. 

• Their social organisation was based on independent tribes. 

Question 2. What is meant by the term ‘Abbasid revolution’? 

Answer: The term ‘Abbasid revolution’ refers to the Dawa Movement initiated by Abu Muslim from 

Khurasan against the Umayyad dynasty. This revolution put an end to the Umayyad dynasty, which 

ruled from 661 to 750. With the fall of Umayyad dynasty in 750, the Abbasid came to power and 

ruled till 1258. 

Question 3. Give examples of the cosmopolitan character of the states set up by Arabs, Iranians and 

Turks. 

Answer: Examples of the cosmopolitan character of the states set up by Arabs, Iranians and Turks: 

• The vast Arab empire was inhabited by the people of multi cultural identities, i.e. the Muslims, 

the Christians and the Jews. 

• The Iranian empire witnessed for the development of Muslim and Asian culture. 

• In Turkish Empire, the Egyptian, Iranian, Syrian and Sudanian culture developed 

simultaneously. 

Question 4. What were the effects of the Crusades on Europe and Asia? 

Answer: Effects of the Crusades on Europe and Asia: 

• The Crusades resulted in the fall of the authority of feudal lords in Europe and an increased 

power of the monarch. 



 

 

• These Crusades also resulted into increase in the knowledge of the Europeans. They were 

surprised to see the progress made by the Muslims in the fields of art, science, and literature. 

• There was great influence of the Italian mercantile communities in trade between the East 

and the West. 

• These also led to change in the method of warfare. For defense purpose, new forts were 

constructed. 

Question 5. How were Islamic architectural forms different from those of the Roman Empire? 

Answer: Roman architecture: The Roman architectural forms or buildings were solid and 

magnificent. These features were the key features of the Roman architectural form. It introduced 

two architectural features the arch and cupolas or domes. There were multi storeyed buildings with 

one raw arches standing over another. Round arches were used in city gates, bridges, buildings and 

monuments of victory. The spread of Christianity gave a new impetus to the building of the Roman 

empire. St Sophia in Constantinople and buildings in Jerusalem stand witness to the Roman 

architectural skill. 

Islamic architecture: Islamic architectural form represents the great architectural symbol of Islamic 

world. The Islamic art right from Spain to Central Asia represents some basic architectural features 

such as horse shoe arches, bubois, domes, minarets, columns and open courtyard. The Islamic 

architectural pattern of building built around the central courtyard was not only the key features of 

the mosques but also of sarai (built for caravans) and palaces. Calligraphy and geometric designs 

were also used to decorate architecture and manuscripts. 

 

 


