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Subject:  

 

1. Q). Write a note on liberals, radicals, conservatives. 

 

Ans.  

Liberal 

 i) Liberals also opposed the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers. 

ii) They wanted to safeguard the rights of individuals against governments. 

iii) They wanted to safeguard the rights of individuals against governments. 

They did not believe in universal adult franchise, that is, the right of every citizen to vote. 

 

Radicals 

i) Radicals wanted a nation in which government was based on the majority of a country’s population. 

ii) Many supported women’s suffragette movements. 

iii) Unlike liberals, they opposed the privileges of great landowners and wealthy factory owners. 

iv) They were not against the existence of private property but disliked concentration of property in the hands 

of a few. 

 

Conservatives 

i) Conservatives were opposed to radicals and liberals. 

ii) Earlier, in the eighteenth century, conservatives had been generally opposed to the idea of change. 

iii) By the nineteenth century, they accepted that some change was inevitable. 

iv) They believed that the past had to be respected and change had to be brought about through a slow 

process. 

 

 

2. Q). Describe Socio economic condition of Russia before 1905.(5) 

 

  i) About 85 per cent of the Russian empire’s population earned their living from agriculture. This 

    proportion was higher than in most European countries. 

  ii) Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas were St Petersburg and Moscow. 

 iii)  Most industry was the private property of industrialists. Government supervised large factories to ensure 

minimum wages and limited hours of work. 

 iv) In craft units and small workshops, the working day was sometimes15 hours, compared with 10 or 12 

hours in factories. Accommodation varied from rooms to dormitories.    

 v)    Workers were a divided social group. Some had strong links with the villages from which they came. 

Others had settled in cities permanently. Workers were divided by skill. A metalworker of St.Petersburg 

recalled, .Metalworkers considered themselves aristocrats among other workers. 

vi) Women made up 31 per cent of the factory labour force by 1914, but they were paid less than men 

(between half and three-quarters of a man’s wage). 
 

 

3. Q) Analyse five effects of the World War I on Russia. (5) 

 

I) Russia’s armies lost badly in Germany and Austria between 1914 and 1916. There were over 7 million 

casualties by 1917. 

II) As Russian army destroyed crops and buildings to prevent the enemy from being able to live off the land. 

The destruction of crops and buildings led to over 3 million refugees in Russia. 

III) The situation discredited the government and the Tsar. Soldiers did not wish to fight such a war. 

IV) Able bodied men were called up to the war. As a result, there were labour shortages and small workshops   



Producing essentials were shutdown. 

V) Large supplies of grain were sent to feed the army. For the people in the cities, bread and flour became 

Scarce. By the winter of 1916, riots at bread shops were common. 

 

 

Q4). Describe the main events which led to February revolution in Petrograd. (3) 

 

Ans) I) On 22 February a lockout took place at a on the right bank of the river Neva. 

II) On 23rd February workers in fifty factories called a strike in sympathy. In many factories , women led 

the way to strikes. 

III) Demonstrating workers crossed from the factory quarters to the centre of the capital – the Nevskii 

Prospekt. The government imposed a curfew to disperse demonstrators, but they came back. 

IV) On Sunday, 25th February, the government suspended the Duma. Soviet leaders and Duma leaders formed 

Provisional Government to run the country. 

 

  

Q6)  What are the main points of “April Thesis”? (3) 
 

In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin returned to Russia from his exile. 

I) Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914 now they felt the war be brought to a close. 

II) In Russia, peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them. Peasants became violent to get their 

demand. Bolsheviks supported their demand and proposed, land  be transferred to the peasants. 

III) They also demanded banks be nationalized. 

 

 

Q7) Describe the main events of the October Revolution in Russia.(5) 

 

Ans) I) The conflict between the Provisional Government and the Bolsheviks grew, Lenin feared the 

Provisional Government would set up a dictatorship. In September, he began discussions for an uprising 

against the government. 

II) On 16th October 1917, Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and Bolshevik Party to agree to a socialist 

Seizure of power. 

III) A Military revolutionary Committee was appointed by the Soviet under Leon Trotskii to organize 

seizure. 

IV) The Uprising began on 24 October. Sensing trouble, Prime Minister Kerenskii had left the city to summon 

troops. 

v) The Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its supporters to seize government offices and arrest 

Ministers. By the nightfall the city was under the Committee’s control. 
VI) At a meeting of the All Russian Congress of Soviets in Petrograd, the majority approved the Bolshevik 

action. 

 

 


